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The weekend weather 
will be mostly rainy with 
highs in the upper-80s 
and lows in the low-80s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Shaylee Adams, who 
was a student in Ashley 
Gallagher’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• EOD unit detonates bomb at Dudley’s

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow’s School Resource Officers ready for different year, Page 2

Onslow County’s death toll due to COVID-19 reaches nine, Page 3

Seaside Arts Council is forced to cancel concert series, Page 6

A couple of kayakers are pictured on the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway, paddling through Cedar Point toward 

Swansboro into a delightfully colorful June sunset. (Carl 
Lewis photo)

Delightful sunset

Commentary

NC NORML 

seeking input 

on state’s

task force
By Katrina Wesson

“There are systemic 
racial issues in our sys-
tems that we have to fix,” 
said Gov. Roy Cooper 
in a statement about the 
newly formed task force. 
NC NORML is in full 
agreement that many of 
the issues facing North 
Carolina require an open 
mind, but can easily 
be remedied with legal 
action taken by the gov-
ernor. While NC NORML 
applauds the creation of the 
task force as a first step in 
the right direction, there is a 
tremendous amount of work 
to be done.

The serious focus of 
eliminating bias in polic-
ing and criminal justice in 
North Carolina is essential 

and long overdue. The 
ACLU has verified the 
racial disparities in canna-
bis enforcement for the last 
decade and has substanti-
ated black and brown North 
Carolinians’ testimonies. 
For their entire lives, people 
of color have been targets 
of abuse, disenfranchise-
ment and threats and can-
nabis has been a frequent 
excuse for arrests.

NC NORML has sub-
mitted recommendations to 
address the role that can-
nabis prohibition plays in 
the continued abuse that 
black and brown Americans 
face every day. All North 
Carolinians suffer when 
anyone’s rights are violated, 
even if we may not see it 

Swansboro vet 

joins first class
By Jimmy Williams

A Swansboro veteran is taking part in 
the inaugural class of a unique national 
program to enhance the lives of veterans, 
the families of fallen veterans, and the 
communities in which they live.

Michael Diehl is one of the 20 par-
ticipants selected from across the coun-
try for the Travis Manion Foundation 
Spartan Leadership Program, according 
to Derrick Morgan, senior director of 
marketing with the foundation.

Diehl, 35, grew up in Jacksonville 
and is a 2007 graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy. He spent one tour of duty in 
Iraq along with deployments to Central 
America and South America during his 
seven years as a Navy officer. He was a 
lieutenant when he transitioned to civilian 
life in 2014. After working in the boat-
building industry overseas, he took a job 
with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and 
moved to Swansboro in July 2019.

With headquarters in Doylestown, 
Pa., the Travis Manion Foundation is a 
national nonprofit organization named 
for a U.S. Naval Academy graduate 
killed while serving in Iraq in 2007. The 
TMF “unites communities to strengthen 
America’s national character by empow-
ering veterans and families of fallen 
heroes to develop and lead future genera- (See REQUEST, page �)

(See VETERAN, page �)

August 

meetings
The town of 

Swansboro’s August 
meeting schedule 
includes …

• Aug. 3: The 
Swansboro Planning 
Board meets in regular 
session at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• Aug. 10: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• Aug. 18: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 5:30 
p.m. in town hall.

• Aug. 19: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regular 
session at 5:30 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• Aug. 24: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• The Swansboro 
Tourism Development 
Authority meets quar-
terly.

Other Onslow 
County meetings of 
interest include …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners 
board will meet in regu-
lar session on Aug. 3 and 
17. The meetings begin 
at 6 p.m. and take place 
at the Onslow County 
Government Center, 
234 Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education 
will meet at the Eastern 
North Carolina Regional 
Skills Center at 261 
Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville on 
Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 6:30 
p.m.

Panel OKs 2 extra lots
Swansgate agrees to town conditions

By Jimmy Williams

Like their planning board coun-
terparts, the town commissioners 
reluctantly agreed to a request from 
developer A. Sydes Construction 
Inc. to increase the number of 
building lots in the Swansgate sub-
division.

Joining Jonathan McDaniel, 
project engineer, to represent the 
developer for the presentation at 
the July 13 regular meeting of the 
board of commissioners was attor-
ney Kyle Fountain.

And, like the members of the 
planning board, commissioners 
expressed displeasure with not 

only the increase in the number of 
lots but also the project’s apparent 
problems in dealing with stormwa-
ter. Still, like the planning board 
– which acts in an advisory capac-
ity to the board of commissioners 
– the commissioners unanimously 
supported a motion to approve the 
revised plat.

In casting his yes vote by 
way of the Zoom platform, 
Commissioner Frank Tursi, said, 
“We go into this with our eyes 
open.”

A plat is intended to be an accu-
rate rendering of how a tract of 
land will be developed.

In this case, the revision, to 

increase the number of lots in the 
21.95-acre subdivision at the cor-
ner of Main Street Extension and 
Swansboro Loop Road from 35 to 
37, the developer also agreed to 
meet the town’s subdivision and 
Unified Development Ordinance 
requirements for sidewalk devel-
opment and recreation space. The 
change also triggered a requirement 
for a traffic impact analysis.

Swansgate’s original plat was 
first approved by town commis-
sioners in May 2019, according to 
information from Jennifer Ansell, 
town planner. The revised plat 
was submitted in February by Bell 
and Phillips, a consulting firm. 

McDaniel works with Bell and 
Phillips.

The July 13 meeting took place 
under a hybrid format, with three 
commissioners, Tursi, Laurent 
Meilleur and Larry Philpott, partic-
ipating remotely due to safety con-
cerns brought about by the corona-
virus pandemic. Mayor John Davis 
and Commissioners P.J. Pugliese 
and Pat Turner met in town hall 
under CDC safety measures on 
social distancing.

The revised plat came to the 
commissioners from the planning 
board with a recommendation for 

tions,” Morgan said in a press release. 1st 
Lt. Travis Manion (USMC) was killed 
in Iraq while saving his wounded team-

(See SWANSGATE, page �)

Michael Diehl


