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Coastal Living
Cherry Point Air Show coming to wow 
spectators Sept. 25-26, 1B

Sports
Croatan swings to victory over Richlands at 
Star Hill Golf Club, 7A
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Sunday, Sept. 5
Low:  1:12 am  12:59 pm
High:  6:59 am  7:27 pm

Monday, Sept. 6 
Low:  1:50 am  1:44 pm
High:  7:42 am  8:08 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Sept. 7
Low:  2:26 am  2:30 pm
High:  8:25 am  8:48 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 8 
Low:  3:04 am    3:17 pm
High:  9:08 am    9:30 pm

total county tax levy

$14.94b
total of taxable parcels
59,690

real property taxable value 

personal property taxable value$682.6m
62,033

2020$51.38b
total amount of revenue the county expects to collect 51,389,093.18 2021$51.59b

actual total that county values real property: $14,942,088,950

actual total county values personal property: $682,644,408

personal property assets:
breakdown of personal property assets in carteret county

by the numberstax values and collection in carteret county

2021

2021

2021

2021

total of taxable assets

2021

total amount of revenue the county expects to collect 51,559,029.98

vehicles (thru dmv): 
241,000

boats:
25,805

mobile homes:
5,603

unlicensed vehicles:
3,529

airplanes:
56

furniture & fixtures:
 6,154

business computers:
4,391

business machinery:
12,277

leaseholds:
1,468

farm equipment:
306

other:
2,461?

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

The governing board of the Western Carteret Fire and 
EMS Department voted unanimously Wednesday night to 
buy a new $260,000 ambulance for the busy outfi t.

The board of the Western Carteret Interlocal Cooperation 
Agency met in the department’s meeting room off Sherwood 
Avenue. The panel wasn’t scheduled to hold its quarterly 
meeting until October, but had a special session Wednesday 
to consider the ambulance purchase and the need for discus-
sion on other pressing issues.

WCFD Chief Kevin Hunter called the purchase of the new 
Braun ambulance an “emergency,” as the department’s new-
est ambulance was in a wreck in late June and is still under 
repair. A second, older ambulance has had transmission 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Unlike the Carteret County 
towns it serves, the Western 
Carteret Fire and EMS Depart-
ment has not received any funds 
from the $1.9 trillion American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

Chief Kevin Hunter would like 
to change that, whether it’s from 
the federal government directly 
or through contributions from the 
towns for specifi c programs or 
projects.

The act was approved by 
Congress and signed into law by 
President Joe Biden to help local 
governments and others entities 
deal with the fi nancial impact of 
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic.

During a Wednesday night 
special meeting of the Western 
Carteret Interlocal Cooperation 
Agency Board of Directors, which 
oversees the WCFD, Chief Hunter 
made an impassioned plea for the 
department and the board to get a 
cut of the ARPA pie. 

The federal government is 
supposed to send a total of close 
to a million dollars this year 
and next to the four towns in his 
department’s district: Cedar Point, 
Cape Carteret, Bogue and Peletier. 
In addition, the county is expected 
to receive more than $13 million 
in two payments.

“Our personnel have been the 
tip of the spear against COVID,” 
Chief Hunter said in the meeting. 
“We’ve been in people’s homes, 
we’ve been in the backs of ambu-
lances, in their faces.”

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

 The Carteret County Board of Education will revisit a 
mask mandate and other health protocols during its meeting 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the multipurpose room of Morehead 
City Primary School.

The meeting will also be broadcast live on the school 
system’s YouTube channel.

A public comment time will be held at 6 p.m., followed by 
the regular meeting.

By 4-2 vote, the school board voted Aug. 18 to require 
students and staff to wear masks inside school buildings the 
fi rst two weeks of the 2021-22 school year, which began 
Aug. 23. The board agreed to revisit the matter during its 
September meeting.

County Health Department Director Nina Oliver and N.C. 
Health Director Dr. Betsy Tilson, during the Aug. 18 meet-
ing, urged school offi cials to make masks mandatory due to 
the spike in COVID-19 cases in the county and state because 
of the Delta variant. Gov. Roy Cooper and state heath of-
fi cials have also asked local school boards to require masks, 

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As with many food service 
businesses, the Carteret County 
school system’s child nutri-
tion program is struggling with 
a shortage of workers to serve 
meals in cafeterias.

“We’re down six cafeteria 
workers, but three of those are 
at West Carteret High School,” 
child nutrition director Melissa 
Albright said Tuesday. “We’ve 
only got two employees right now 
at East Carteret (High School). 
We’ve also got two people out on 
quarantine due to COVID.”

Ms. Albright said she normally 
has about 65 employees working 
in the 17 public school cafeterias 
across the county.

To make up the shortage, she 
said other school employees, 

from central offi ce staff to teach-
ers’ assistants, are being called 
on to serve in cafeterias. The 
district is also advertising the 
vacant positions on its website, 
carteretcountyschools.org, and at 
nc.teachermatch.org.

“If there are parents out there 
who want to work the same hours 
as when their children are in 
school, this is the perfect job,” 
Ms. Albright said. “It’s a six-hour 
day, plus you get state benefi ts 
because it’s considered a full-time 
position.”

While most cafeteria work-
ers take summer months off, that 
has changed in recent years due 
to the system’s summer feeding 
programs. Workers can opt to take 
summers off or work the summer 

6p.m.
tues.board of education meeting

school board to consider face covering rules once again 

masks considered again

Bogue Sound Elementary School students wear masks as they line 
up in their classroom Aug. 23.  (Cheryl Burke photo)

See MASKS Page 2A
Beaufort Elementary School child nutrition worker Sandra Westmoreland grabs 
a sandwich to serve to a student Aug. 25.  (Cheryl Burke photo)

Carteret County Schools searches for 
cafeteria workers amid shortage

See WORKERS Page 2A

fire/ems to order new ambulance to help keep up

swamped with calls
western carteret fire and emsfire chief pleads for assistance through federal relief money

He compared his workers with 
police offi cers, doctors, nurses and 
other essential workers who’ve 
been in the front lines against the 
pandemic and serving those who 
need assistance. The employees 
know some individuals they treat 
or help with fi res are infected, he 
noted. 

Some personnel have contract-
ed the virus, Chief Hunter said, 
and it’s been stressful for them, 
their families and coworkers.

“It’s been 475 days,” Chief 
Hunter said of dealing with the 
pandemic. “It’s been chilling, 

Western Carteret Fire and EMS Chief 
Kevin Hunter pleads during a meeting 
Wednesday night for towns in his 
department’s district to help support 
the agency fi nancially. (Brad Rich 
photo)

See CHIEF Page 2A

cedar point

Thanks to a Western Carteret Interlocal Cooperation Agency vote 
Wednesday night, the Western Carteret Fire and EMS Department 
will order a new ambulance after one of the department’s rigs 
was damaged in a wreck in June, while another has transmission 
issues. (Brad Rich photo)

See EMS Page 2A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b
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