
The weekend weather 
will be sunny, with high 
temperatures in the 
upper-70s and lows in 
the low-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Michael Webster, who 
is a student in Stacy 
Proctor’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Candidates clash over track in Peletier

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Commissioners plan for manager hire, Page 5

SHS golf teams lands in second place, Page 7

QCES students discuss computer skills, Page 8

This kayaker has a very calm White Oak River – with no 
other boater in sight – paddling along the Swansboro water-

front. The setting sun and array of clouds create a brilliant 
backdrop for the town. (Carl Lewis photo)

Sunset provides a backdrop

Commentary

Sanctuary 

rebounds 

following 

hard times
By Toni O’Neil

We’re back! 
Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary has 
weathered the storm and 
has come back stronger and 
better than ever!

Back in February 2021 
the new board of directors 
felt that it was necessary 
to make the public aware 
of the problems that our 
nonprofit organization 
had undergone in the prior 
year under the previous 
board and staff members. 
We chose to do this in an 
attempt to be totally trans-
parent and acknowledge 
that there had been serious 
problems so that the public 
would not be misled into 

thinking that the new board 
of directors was trying to 
cover up the misdeeds of 
the past. Yes, it embar-
rassed us to admit this and 
advertise our “dirty linen” 
for everyone to see. It hurt 
us tremendously because 
people lost faith for a while 
in our organization – from 
lack of volunteers to loss of 
grant funding from previ-
ous foundations. But still 
we hung in there and kept 
going strong with only 
one staff member and a 
few hardy dedicated vol-
unteers, including myself 
as executive director and 
re-established board mem-
ber. We made it through 

Veterinarian 

best in nation

Dr. Robert Guttroff of Swans-
boro Animal Hospital Emergency 
and Trauma Center in Swansboro 

is the inaugural Emergency Veteri-
narian of the Year. (Jimmy Williams 
photo)

A Swansboro veterinarian has been 
honored with a national award.

Dr. Robert Guttroff of Swansboro 
Animal Hospital Emergency and Trauma 
Center is named “Emergency Veterinarian 
of the Year.”

The honor comes in celebration of 

the inaugural Emergency Veterinarian 
Day, according to Denise St. Jean of the 
Veterinary Emergency Group.

VEG is a nationwide network of 
veterinary clinics and one of 10 partners 

(See NEW, page �)

(See GUTTROFF, page �)

Bland 

Award
Swansboro Board 

of Commissioners is 
accepting nomina-
tions for the annual 
Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Service 
Award.

This award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contri-
butions of Sam Bland, 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park.

The award is given 
annually to a public 
employee, civic leader 
or community volunteer 
who has demonstrated 
outstanding dedication 
to the improvement of 
community services. The 
honor is awarded by the 
commissioners based 
on five criteria: impact, 
effort, stewardship, ini-
tiative and innovation.

Information on nomi-
nations and application 
forms are available at 
Swansboro Town Hall 
and online at swansboro-
nc.org.

Applications will be 
accepted through Oct. 31 
and should be returned 
to Paula Webb, assistant 
town manager and town 
clerk, at town hall or 
by email at pwebb@
ci.swansboro.nc.us.
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By Jimmy Williams

With the busiest part of the hur-
ricane season upon us, Swansboro 
commissioners are continuing 
discussion on the future of a town 
Emergency Operations Center. 
Most recently, at the meeting of 
Aug. 23, commissioners received 

a report from emergency services 
officials on the role of an EOC.

During Hurricane Florence in 
2018, it became apparent that the 
Swansboro Public Safety Facility 
was inadequate to serve as an EOC 
for a storm event stronger than a 
Category 1 hurricane. Subsequent 
investigations by structural engi-

neers have verified that. (See 
related story.)

As a result, the town has entered 
into an agreement with Swansboro 
United Methodist Church to utilize 
space in Building 2 on the church 
campus for an EOC.

In the meantime, Swansboro 
has been looking into options 

for establishing its own EOC by 
either improving the Public Safety 
Facility or another town building, 
buying property and building a new 
facility or partnering with another 
local government for a shared facil-
ity.

Chiefs explain EOC’s role

(See EXPLANATION, page �)

The Swansboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce will 
sponsor a forum for the 
Swansboro mayor and com-
missioner candidates.

Put together by the 
chamber’s Governmental 
Affairs Committee, the 
event will take place 
outdoors at the Harry C. 
Pugliese Jr. Pavilion at Olde 
Towne Square in downtown 
Swansboro on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28, 6-8 p.m.

Forum planned

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=7fe9b780-455d-5cbd-acf4-fcfb3b778044

