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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

CEDAR POINT

CARTERET COUNTY

Health offi cials Monday re-
ported a decline in the number 
of active COVID-19 cases in 
Carteret County since Friday, 
with 15 new cases added to 
the county’s overall total.

The additional confi rmed 
cases bring the total to 4,601 
in Carteret County since the 
fi rst positive case was identi-
fi ed more than a year ago. Of 
those, 67 cases are considered 
currently active, down from 91 
active cases heading into the 
weekend, and 4,490 people 
are considered recovered. The 
county’s COVID-19 death toll 
remains at 44 residents. 

Hospitalizations at Carteret 
Health Care also went down 
over the weekend, from six 
reported Friday to four hospi-
talizations Monday.

In addition, the County 
Health Department announced 
there will be a Pfi zer vaccination 
clinic Thursday at the old Kmart 
building in Morehead City, 
4915 Arendell St. As of Monday 
afternoon, there are 1,100 ap-
pointment slots available.

County reports decline 
in active COVID-19 
cases, vaccination 
appointments available 

OCEAN

Ira Collins, Newport
Rodney Martin, Bear Creek
Laurence Mason, Hubert
Brandon Ballou, Morehead City
Sallie Miller, Swansboro
Carolyn Mason, Beaufort

Larry Gillikin, Gloucester
James Murdoch, Chesapeake, Va.
John Ard, Morehead City
William Marshburn, Marshallberg
Landon Lester, Carteret County
Frances Burke, Otway

POLL
QUESTION

Do you think 
Carteret County is a good 

location for wind mills? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

?

Wednesday
March 24

Thursday 
March 25

Friday 
March 26

Saturday 
March 27

Sunday 
March 28

Low 11:21 a.m. -------- 12:04 a.m. 12:57 a.m. 1:48 a.m.
11:07 p.m. 12:07 p.m. 12:50 p.m. 1:31 p.m. 2:12 p.m.

High 4:46 a.m 5:40 a.m. 6:29 a.m. 7:15 a.m 8:01 a.m

5:09 p.m 6:01p.m. 6:50 p.m. 7:37 p.m  8:23 p.m.

See SCHOOLS Page 2A
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It was another school opening 
of sorts Monday as the majority 
of Carteret County’s public high 
school students reported back to 
classrooms for four days of in-per-
son instruction per week.

Parents and students at Croatan 
High School said they were cau-
tiously optimistic about transition-
ing to Plan A, which allows four 
days of in-person learning, versus 
Plan B, which allowed only two 
days in classrooms, with three 
days remote.

Students can also opt to con-
tinue fully remote the remainder of 
the academic year.

“I think it will help me a lot,” 
freshman Tanner Miller, who 
has been attending on the Plan B 
schedule, said. “My grades have 
really gone down.”

His mother, Vicky Miller, 
agreed.

High school students report for expanded in-person classes 

Croatan High School students make their way into the school building Mon-
day, the fi rst day students reported on Plan A, which allows students to attend 
classes in person four days a week, with Wednesdays remaining a remote 
learning day. (Cheryl Burke photo)

“I think it will be benefi cial for 
him, but I am concerned about 
the layout of the classrooms,” 
Ms. Miller said. “Hopefully the 
teachers are using all of the safety 
precautions. I believe his grades 

will improve.”
Parent Brandy Edwards, who 

has two students at CHS, had 
mixed feelings.

“I had one fully remote last se-
mester. I think educationwise, this 

is the best way. But how it plays 
out with COVID is yet to be deter-
mined,” Ms. Edwards said. “I’m 
not faulting the teachers, because I 
think they are doing the best they 
can in a diffi cult situation.”

Her daughter, Chanyn Strick-
land, a sophomore, also had mixed 
emotions.

“I think it’s super early to go 
back without everybody vac-
cinated, but educationwise it’s a 
good decision,” she said. “When 
I was virtual, I failed two of my 
four classes. Last year, I was an 
A/B student. There’s just a mental 
block at home trying to do every-
thing remote. It’s hard to teach 
yourself subjects.”

Junior Hayley Jernigan, who 
attended on the hybrid schedule 
prior to Monday, said, “I wish we 
had done this sooner. I think it’s 
going to help a lot of kids’ grades 
and mental health.”

CHS Assistant Principal Chris 

u CDC revises guidance, 
allows desks closer in 
classrooms - Page 2A

Davis said he was excited to get 
students back in classrooms four 
days, with Wednesdays remaining 
a remote learning day.

“We still have several stu-
dents who have opted to remain 
remote,” he said. “We’re excited 
to see most of our students back in 
classrooms. We have a lot of plans 
in place to keep students safe. 
We’ll be doing a lot of sanitizing 
and keeping distances as much as 
possible.”

English teacher Kathryn Dyer, 
who was assisting with tempera-
ture checks as students exited ve-
hicles to enter the building, said, 
“I think that being face-to-face is 
very important. We are going to 
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CEDAR POINT — State transportation 
offi cials announced they will be conducting 
a pilot project utilizing a “zipper merge” at 
the intersection of Highway 24 and High-
way 58 in an effort to relieve heavy traffi c 
congestion, especially during the summer 
tourism season.

N.C. Department of Transportation 
Division 2 engineer Preston Hunter told 
the Carteret County Transportation Com-
mittee last week that a project involving a 
more long-term solution for the intersection 
is currently paused due to lack of funding, 
but offi cials have a quick fi x in mind for 
the meantime — a traffi c control measure 
known as a dynamic zipper merge.

“We’re looking at installing that right now 
as a temporary installation, trying maybe to 

run it over the (summer) season, and then if 
it proves to be successful, look to try to get 
funding for a permanent situation next year,” 
Mr. Hunter told the transportation commit-
tee, which met via Zoom March 17.

Heading south from Cedar Point, the 
Highway 24/58 intersection begins as two 
lanes and narrows down to one lane in each 
direction as the road approaches the Em-
erald Isle high-rise bridge. As Mr. Hunter 
explained, a zipper merge works by forcing 
motorists to utilize both lanes of the roadway 
until it narrows to one lane, at which point 
motorists take turns merging.

A dynamic zipper merge, which NCDOT 
has been testing out for the past couple years 
at work zones throughout the state, uses road 
sensors connected to electronic message 
boards to determine when traffi c is heavy 

ZIPPER MERGE:
In traffi c engineering, the late 
merge or zipper method is a
convention for merging traffi c 
into a reduced number of lanes. 
Drivers in merging lanes are 
expected to use both lanes to 
advance to the lane
reduction point and merge at 
that location, alternating turns.

MERGEZIPPER

NCDOTplansHighway24/58pilot
mergeproject;long-termfixstillonhold
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See ROADS Page 4A

enough to warrant using the zipper merge 
and alerting motorists.

“Our state traffi c engineer feels pretty 
confi dent that that should help out down in 
that area some with the traffi c,” Mr. Hunter 
said. “I don’t think anything is going to fi x 
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