
The weekend weather 
will be sunny with high 
temperatures in the low-
50s and low tempera-
tures in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gabriella Rodriguez, 
who is a student in Stacy 
Proctor’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape C OKs two stormwater projects

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

County pursues abandonment charge, Page 5

Buc boys continue basketball streak, Page 7

Sand Ridge students share traditions, Page 8

Possumwood Acres Director Toni O’Neal 
holds a pelican with a bandaged wing as she 
speaks to Bill Everett of Cape Carteret and oth-

er members of the public Sunday, Dec. 4, about 
the care of the sanctuary’s animals. (Matthew 
Adkins photo)

PAWS opens house to all

Commentary

Wealth finds 

way to a few, 

exacerbating 

racial 

inequality
By Patrick McHugh

A tiny fraction of North 
Carolina families hold a 
staggering amount of the 
state’s wealth, according 
to a new 50-state report by 
the D.C.-based research 
organization the Institute 
on Taxation and Economic 
Policy.

The wealth inequality 
highlighted by the holdings 
of these extremely wealthy 
families limits economic 
opportunities for everyday 
North Carolinians, and both 
reflects and exacerbates 
racial inequality.

Tax policy is a criti-
cal way that policymakers 
could start addressing this 
inequality, but right now 
federal and state tax codes 
barely tax extreme wealth at 
all, and instead often favor 
sources of income that are 
derived from wealth.

Runaway wealth 
inequality is an enormous 
problem for North Carolina, 
but the good news is that 
we have the tools to fight 

it. Closing the tax loop-
holes that have helped build 
so much of this nation’s 
extreme wealth is a com-
monsense way that law-
makers in Raleigh and D.C. 
can combat inequality and 
promote opportunity.

The report defines 
extreme wealth as the 
wealth held by households 
with net worth over $30 
million. This tiny fraction 
of families holds more 
than one in four dollars of 
wealth in the U.S.

Other key findings:
• The tiny group of 

North Carolinians with over 
$1 billion have a total of 
$18 billion in wealth alone.

• A nationwide tax of 
2 percent on wealth over 
$30 million could have 
raised nearly $415 billion 
if it were in effect this year, 
including $4.6 billion from 
extremely wealthy North 
Carolinians. This tax would 
affect just 1 in 1,000 house-
holds in North Carolina, or 

Commission 

OKs Starbucks

Site work has begun on One 
Harbor Church. The church plans 
to build on Main Street Extension 

adjacent to Swansboro Municipal 
Park. Several projects are in the 
works. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

While there were some questions for 
the developer, a special-use request for 
Starbucks received approval at the Nov. 
14 meeting of the Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners. (The Starbucks is 
among several developments underway in 
Swansboro, see related story.)

Questions, first raised by the 
Swansboro Planning Board in its han-
dling of the request, mainly centered 
on traffic and traffic patterns for the 
Starbucks.

The restaurant was approved for con-
struction on N.C. 24 on what is referred 
to as a Walmart “outparcel.” The site, 
zoned Business-1, is at 1117 W. Corbett 
Ave.

Vaquero Ventures submitted the spe-
cial-use application, according to infor-
mation provided by Andrea Correll, town 
planner.

The Starbucks coffee shop will have 
a drive-through. It is an allowed use in 
the B-1 zoning district pursuant to the 

(See EXTREME, page �)
(See STARBUCKS, page �)

Grocery 

program 

offered
Older adults who live 

in Carteret and Onslow 
counties can take advan-
tage of a grocery reim-
bursement program.

The food reimburse-
ment program is for 
individuals that are 60 
years old and older who 
live in several counties, 
according to informa-
tion from Kari Sanders, 
director of Onslow 
County Department of 
Social Services. Income 
is not a determinant of 
eligibility.

Applications are 
online at the Eastern 
Carolina Council web-
site: www.eccog.org.

When an individual 
visits www.eccorg.
org, information for 
applying to the pro-
gram will be on the 
left-hand side of the 
page. Participants should 
click on the “Grocery 
Reimbursement 
Program” tab, and this 
will direct them to the 
application.

Individuals can email 
a copy of their driver’s 
license and receipts to 
aging@eccog.org or mail 
them to Po Box 1717, 
New Bern NC 28560 to 
receive reimbursement.

“We require a copy 
of client’s driver’s 
license to ensure age 
eligibility and county 
of residence,” accord-
ing to the press release. 
“Reimbursement is lim-
ited to $500 per house-
hold.”

Anyone with ques-
tions or who needs 
assistance with the appli-
cation can call Nathalie 
Cooper at (252) 638-
3185, ext. 3015.
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By Matthew Adkins

Nineteen years ago, 
the Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Hubert averaged taking 
in about 50 orphaned and 
injured animals each year. 
Today, that number is in the 
thousands.

To help provide for all 
of the creatures, volunteers 
from Possumwood Acres 
hosted an open house on 
Sunday, Dec. 4. It was an 
opportunity for the organi-
zation to raise awareness 
and engage with the public.

Complete with raffles, 
free food, craft vendors 
and tours of the facility, the 
event is seen as a celebra-
tion rather than a fundraiser, 
according to Director Toni 
O’Neal.

“This is our way of 
giving back to the com-
munity,” O’Neal said. “It’s 
nice when we can give back 
to the community that does 
so much for us!”

On display were edu-
cational animals, such as 
turkeys, pigs, goats and 
owls. Inside of their main 
building, several crows 
and pelicans were actively 
receiving care.

Unfortunately, the win-
ters of the Crystal Coast are 
not a great environment for 
young pelicans, according 
to O’Neal.

“This is the time of the 

Hubert wildlife sanctuary gives back to community

Panel allows variance

(See OPEN, page �)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=50S&uuid=7fb00236-d5a3-53f6-b473-8727fa175693

