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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid-80s and 
lows in the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Charlotte Rice, a stu-
dent in Issa Platte’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle selects assistant chief

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the Swansboro chamber monthly newsletter

Swansboro declares a state of emergency for COVID-19, Page 3

The possibility of sidewalk funding pleases former resident, Page 5

Businesses cope with rules 

Commentary

Economy 

takes sick, 

coronavirus 

forces stall
By Dave Kaplan

Just a few weeks ago, 
things looked good for 
the American economy. 
Economic growth was mod-
est but steady, the unem-
ployment rate was very 
low and production and 
consumption were steady. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was growing 
steadily and economists 
and others were predicting 
that the economy would 
continue to record modest 
growth.

Then, some news ema-
nated from China about 
a virus that had struck 
some people and caused 
them to become very ill. 
Unfortunately, some of the 
people who became ill with 
the virus died. That was the 

beginning of the nightmare 
that in the past few weeks 
has been caused by the 
coronavirus.

That nightmare has 
many parts: the U.S. stock 
market has taken massive 
hits, reflected in the decline 
in that market that has, 
on specific days, caused 
the Dow Jones to decline 
by almost 3000 points. 
Various industries have 
been crippled by the neces-
sity to take certain actions 
that are necessary to limit 
the spread of the virus: 
travel has been discouraged 
by health experts who are 
trying to limit contact with 
other people, hoping that 
this will help to limit the 
spread of the virus. Simple 

‘Interim’ gone 

from title

Sharon S. Russell, Onslow 
County manager, was sworn in 

during a special meeting on March 
16.  (Photo contributed)

By Zack Nally

Amid the chaos of the current pan-
demic, Onslow County was recently able 
to celebrate a piece of good news.

During a special meeting March 
16, the Onslow County Board of 

Commissioners voted unanimously to 
appoint Sharon S. Russell as county man-
ager.

Russell, who served as deputy county 
manager for two years, served as interim 

(See SICK, page �)(See HIRE, page �)

Deputy 

offers 

reporting 

advice
A message from 

Sgt. K. Nakamura of 
the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Office: “Over 
the last couple of weeks, 
it has come to my atten-
tion that Cedar Point 
residents are contacting 
town hall when they 
need law enforcement 
assistance, or when they 
need to report something 
that is suspicious to 
them.

“I would like to 
ask for your help in 
this matter. I am in no 
way asking you not to 
contact town hall, but 
what I am asking is that 
if you see something 
that is just not right, or 
you need law enforce-
ment response, please 
call the Emergency 
Communications Center 
at (252) 726-1911 for a 
non-emergencies, or 911 
for an emergency.

“The reason that I am 
asking for your assis-
tance in this matter is 
that the Communications 
Center will ask ques-
tions while on the phone 
with you and at the same 
time dispatch a deputy 
to your location. This 
will assist me or other 
deputies when respond-
ing. In addition, it cuts 
down the time it takes 
to get the information 
to a deputy … the types 
of things that we can be 
looking for as we head 
your way.

I would like to thank 
all of you for your assis-
tance in keeping our 
community safe.

SHS offering lunch
School Nutrition Assistant Shalonda Young, photo 

above, takes an order for a school lunch at Swansboro 
High School on Thursday. Onslow County Schools is of-
fering free lunches, Monday-Friday, at several schools in 
the county while the COVID-19 closure is in effect. In lower 
photo are some of the school nutrition staff helping at the 
SHS site. (Pete Rulon photos)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro businesses are find-
ing ways to serve the public in the 
face of extreme restrictions forced 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Since Gov. Roy Cooper’s direc-
tive that there should be no groups 
of more than 10 people, bars, res-
taurants and businesses that serve 
larger groups of customers have 
been hit particularly hard.

Pizza Forno of Swansboro had 
been open four days when Cooper 
issued the order that restaurants and 
bars could only operate with take-

out and delivery.
The restaurant and bar order 

went into effect on Tuesday, March 
17.

For a business that has been in 
the works for so long – owner Sam 
Rahman has been at work on open-
ing the restaurant for almost a year 
– the shutdown hit pretty hard.

“We were open for four days 
when we learned we’d have to 
close to dine-in customers at 5 
o’clock,” he said. “We’re coping. 
Unfortunately, I had to lay off the 
staff. I feel bad for those guys. It’s 
just me and family.”

“It is a difficult time for every-
body,” Rahman continued. “We 
have to switch gears.”

To comply, the restaurant is 
delivering pizzas to curbside for 
pickup. But, he said on Thursday, 
March 19, the response has been 
encouraging.

“We ran out of to-go boxes yes-
terday,” Rahman said. 

Rahman also owns Swansboro’s 
Olea, which is more of a dine-in 
restaurant. He is offering a 10 per-
cent discount on take-out.

“That’s just to help the commu-
nity,” he explained. “We’re operat-

ing out of the window.”
Rahman said he has been 

pleased with customer response at 
both restaurants.

“The community has been very 
supportive,” he said. “Swansboro 
is a great community. That’s why 
we’re here.”

The Tideland News reached 
out to members of the Swansboro 
Area Chamber of Commerce for 

(See BUSINESS, page �)

SACC response


