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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid-60s and 
lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Cameron Rowland, 
who is a student in Issa 
Platt’s first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News
VOLUME 42, NUMBER 34                     SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA               APRIL 28, 2021

The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle seeks lower speed limit

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the monthly newsletter of the Swansboro chamber

Onslow County seeks citizen participation in assessing health, Page 2

St. Peter’s church is continuing effort to feed the community, Page 5

The Swansboro-Area Veterans Memorial Park 
– if a certain piece of property is purchased – 

would feature a triangular orientation. A search 
for property is underway. (Contributed photo)

Veterans park is in planning

Commentary

Crusader 

distorts 

Christian 

message
By Jim Brewster

The recent unsolic-
ited distribution of “The 
Crusader,” the politi-
cal voice of the Knights 
Party, to households in our 
area that angered citizens 
(Tideland News, March 
31, 2021) has at least one 
benefit … an opportunity 
to read what’s happening 
within the newly “rede-
fined” Klu Klux Klan. On 
the back page, an unnamed 
writer in “What is a White 
Nationalist?” rejected the 
idea that the United States 
was created for all people, 
races and cultures. “The 
facts don’t lie. This coun-
try was created for white 
Christian people. Tolerance 
for others? Okay. But lead-
ing and setting the moral 
and cultural tone of the 
nation was only the pre-
rogative of white Christian 
people. Period.”

My difficulty with the 
article begins with the state-
ment, without evidence or 
proof, that our country was 

created for white Christians. 
I do not recall anything 
in our Constitution that 
bestows divine favor (or 
any favor) on a particular 
race. Historically, it may be 
more accurate to say that 
the country was originally 
created, not for the white 
Christian, but for Native-
Americans who have been 
living on our continent for 
10,000 years.

More troubling is the 
author’s statement that 
morality is a special and 
exclusive jurisdiction for 
the white Christian. Even a 
cursory knowledge of the 
Abrahamic tradition shows 
that Christians, Jews and 
Muslims all worship the 
same God and share the 
Golden Rule as their ethi-
cal mandate. Unfortunately, 
there are many historical 
illustrations, which show 
that white Christianity has 
hardly been a leader in 
morality.

Anti-Semitism has 

Queens Creek 

principal retires

Queens Creek Elementary 
School principal Elaine Justice is 
retiring after three decades spent 

in the education systems of On-
slow and Carteret counties. (Zack 
Nally photo)

By Zack Nally

Retiring amid a global pandemic 
wasn’t something Elaine Justice expect-
ed, but the timing is right for the Queens 
Creek Elementary principal.

The Beaufort native is ending a 31-
year career as an educator in Onslow and 
Carteret counties. She has been at Queens 
Creek since 2007.

“I’ve been doing this for quite a 
while,” Justice said. “There’s a time for 
everyone, when you know it’s time to 
leave and let somebody else come in and 

do good things too.”
In a press release on April 7, Dr. 

Barry Collins, superintendent of Onslow 
County Schools, announced Justice’s 
retirement and thanked her for her “many 
years of service to OCS.”

Michelle Riggs, currently assistant 
principal at New Bridge Middle School, 
will take over as principal at Queens 
Creek upon Justice’s retirement, accord-
ing to the press release.

Justice had considered retiring a year 

(See CRUSADER, page �)
(See ELAINE, page �)

Meeting 

return 

planned
Assuming COVID-

19 restrictions are lifted, 
Swansboro commission-
ers will resume meeting 
in person.

The change will 
come the first of June.

That decision was 
made at the regular 
meeting of the board on 
Monday, April 26, which 
took place online utiliz-
ing the Zoom platform.

Since the onset of the 
global pandemic, com-
missioners have been 
meeting remotely, either 
partially or, as now, fully 
online.

The matter was 
added to the agenda on 
a request from Mayor 
John Davis, who noted 
the expected relaxing of 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“I am ready to go 
back to hybrid or in-per-
son,” he said. “I’m up 
for either … or stay like 
we are.”

A lot of restrictions 
are expected to loosen 
up in June, according 
to Commissioner P.J. 
Pugliese.

“Assuming that hap-
pens, I’m prepared to 
go back to in-person in 
June,” he said.

Like Pugliese, 
Commissioners Laurent 
Meilleur, Larry Philpott 
and Pat Turner all 
expressed a reluctance to 
return to a hybrid meet-
ing.

“I think we should 
follow the governor’s 
mandate and … if possi-
ble go back to in-person 
meetings,” Meilleur said.

By Jimmy Williams

Task force 

aims for 

Swansboro 

location 
By Jimmy Williams

An effort is underway to 
establish a memorial park 
in Swansboro for veterans. 
And why not? According 
to Lt. Col. Dave Brown, 
USMC-retired, our immedi-
ate area is home to thou-
sands of active duty and 
retired Marines, sailors and 
soldiers.

He envisions a quiet 
place that features a monu-
ment that would stir feel-
ings of patriotism; a place 
where old and young – their 
spouses, children and 
grandchildren – could sit 
and be respectful of service 
to the country. Memorial 
services can be held there 
as well.

For Brown, a Vietnam-
era veteran, and others like 
him, the quiet place would 
provide an opportunity to 
set aside the problems of 
today for a chance to think 
back on those with whom 
he served – and who are 
serving – and possibly 
share those reminisces.

“The veterans need a 
place to gather and reflect,” 
he said.

Brown, a Swansboro 
resident who is chairman 
of the Swansboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Military Affairs Committee, 
said the idea for a local vet-
erans park was brought to 
him about two years ago by 
Mayor John Davis.

Since then, the idea has 

been in planning by the 
newly-established, non-
profit corporation. And that 
group has been busy, thanks 
to Brown.

“I’m not going to sit 
around,” he said. “We have 
town leadership on our side. 
We are proceeding.”

The first order of busi-
ness, once the steering task 
force was in place, was to 
locate and settle on a site.

“We looked at the 
new park in Cedar Point,” 
Brown said, referring to the 
waterfront site off Masonic 
Home Road. “It really 
is breathtaking. But, we 
resolved, we really want to 

‘The veterans need a place to 

gather and reflect.’
Dave Brown

be in Swansboro.”
The town, he reasoned, 

is well positioned to be 
a the central location of 
what he refers to as the 
“five communities” around 
Swansboro: Emerald Isle, 
Cedar Point, Cape Carteret, 
Peletier and Hubert.

“It is the epicenter,” 
Brown said of Swansboro. 
“We have the high school, 

the churches are here, the 
eating establishments. We 
are a community.” And, he 
added, “This will be a good 
thing for the community.”

Next Brown enlisted 
the help of the archi-
tectural technology stu-
dents at Coastal Carolina 
Community College in 
Jacksonville to design a 
monument, and student 

Jeannette Quinn-Davis 
came through with an 
impressive prototype.

Her proposed model, 
eight triangular granite pil-
lars that together form a 
U.S. Flag, earned a $500 
scholarship to further her 
education at East Carolina 
University. That scholarship 
indicated the kind of grass-
roots support the project 
was gaining, according to 
Brown. “Beryl Packer of 
Molly Maids donated the 
$500,” he said.

The monument will 
be 10 feet tall and 19 feet 

(See VETS, page �)


