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Saturday’s weather 
will be rainy but Sunday 
looks to be sunny. Highs 
will be in the low-80s 
and lows will be in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jaeden Uribah, who was 
a student in Jennifer 
Killingworth’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle dune planting continues

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside the Tideland for Tidings, the SACC’s monthly newsletter

Swansboro High School Class of 2020 is featured on pages 4 and 5

Change in Swansboro’s sign ordinance causes frustration, Page 7

SHS graduates celebrated in motorcade

Commentary

Finding cause 

for the fury 

not too easy, 

necessary
By Mark Holmberg

Amidst the fury and 
fear and devastation is an 
important question few are 
asking: How to avoid being 
a George Floyd, the man 
killed while being arrested 
In Minneapolis?

This is something all 
adults should be discussing 
with themselves and partic-
ularly with their children.

First off, fatal confron-
tations with police are a 
rare occurrence. Different 
studies indicate between 
1,000 to 1,150 people die 
each year in the U.S. during 
these confrontations.

According to an expert 
quoted in a Washington 
Post study, that means out 
of the 50 million times 

police have contact with 
citizens each year (tickets, 
crime arrests, reporting 
crime, guarding events, 
etc.) 0.00002 percent end 
up in a fatal shooting, for 
example.

You are more than three 
times as likely to drown 
(3,500 deaths in the U.S. 
each year).

Police in Minneapolis 
were called to apprehend a 
seemingly intoxicated man 
who allegedly bought items 
at a store with a fake $20 
bill. Whether he knew it or 
not is a worthy question. 
But that’s how it started.

When coming in contact 
with police, you should be 
respectful and listen to their 

Commissioners 

settle budget
By Jimmy Williams

With about two weeks to go, 
Swansboro is closing in on a budget for 
2020-21.

State law requires the town have a 
budget in place by July 1, and the version 
it expects to pass will be the subject of a 
pubic hearing on Monday, June 22.

Citizens can expect the property tax 
rate to remain the same, 35 cents for 
$100 worth of property. But the cost of 
trash and recycling collection will be 
going up. (See related story.)

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and 
the economic downturn it has forced, 
the town’s revenue picture is bleak. 
The result is a bare-bones budget. Chris 
Seaberg, town manager, was given direc-
tion from the town commissioners on 
how to put the final touches on that bud-
get in a special meeting on Monday, June 
15.

That meeting was called – primarily 
to discuss establishing a list of funding 
priorities – following the board meet-
ing of June 8 when a couple of issues 
were pointed out by the board members. 
Specifically, the need for more funding 
for police and fire.

Seaberg, in an effort to limit dipping 
into the town’s unrestricted fund balance, 

had put off adding fire and police person-
nel.

“We were holding off until the new 
calendar year to make the hires,” he said,

But Commissioner Laurent Meilleur 
said delaying the hire for the Swansboro 
Fire Department “leaves the door open 
for another non-call event.”

A non-call is an inadequate response 
to an emergency in terms of personnel. 
Too many of those and the town’s fire 
rating would be downgraded. Should that 
happen, “Property owners are then at risk 
to pay large insurance fee increases,” 
Meilleur said.

“We’re going to do everything we can 
to keep that from happening,” Seaberg 
said.

Commissioners generally agreed with 
Meilleur on the personnel. As a result, 
Seaberg said the town would proceed 
with funding the new fire department per-
sonnel with the new budget.

“We’re going to have to put that back 
in,” Seaberg said.

Meilleur also suggested the town 
should move ahead with setting aside 
funds for a new fire truck.

“Capital assets and depreciation is the 
honey badger of accounting,” Meilleur 

(See SEARCHING, page �)

(See BUDGET, page �)

Licenses 

relaxed
The N.C. Division 

of Marine Fisheries has 
extended the deadline to 
renew current commer-
cial and for-hire fishing 
licenses by one month in 
response to COVID-19.

Fiscal year 2019-
20 commercial fish-
ing licenses, for-hire 
fishing licenses and 
permits issued by the 
N.C. Division of Marine 
Fisheries with an expira-
tion of June 30, 2020, 
will remain valid until 
July 31, 2020.

The extension also 
does not apply to Coastal 
Recreational Fishing 
Licenses or Recreational 
Commercial Gear 
Licenses.

The Swansboro High School Class of 2020 was featured in 
a motorcade through Swansboro on Saturday, June 13. De-
spite intermittent showers the spirits of the graduates were 

not dampened as they traveled along N.C. 24, Old Hammock 
Road and Hammocks Beach Road. Enthusiastic supporters 
cheered them on along the way. (Pete Rulon photos)

By Jimmy Williams

A request from developer A. 
Sydes Construction Inc. to increase 
the number of building lots in the 
Swansgate subdivision has led 
Swansboro to reconsider traffic, 
sidewalk development and rec-
reation space application, among 
other things, at the subdivision.

Swansboro Planning Board con-
sidered the revised plat submitted 
for the 21.95-acre subdivision at 
the corner of Main Street Extension 
and Swansboro Loop Road at its 

meeting on June 1. The meeting 
was the first in town hall with 
spectators since early-March when 
the coronavirus pandemic forced 
Swansboro to schedule meetings 
online as a way to stem the flow of 
COVID-19. CDC safety measures, 
including social distancing, were 
applied.

Members of the planning board 
expressed collective displeasure 
with not only the increase in the 
number of lots but also the proj-
ect’s apparent problems in dealing 
with stormwater. Still, members 

voted 4-2 to recommend approval 
of the revised plat.

A plat is intended to be an accu-
rate rendering of how a tract of 
land will be developed.

First approved by town commis-
sioners in May 2019, Swansgate’s 
plat originally included 35 lots on 
21.95 acres, according to informa-
tion from Jennifer Ansell, town 
planner. The revised plat was 
submitted in February by Bell and 
Phillps, a consulting firm, seeking 
37 lots.

Jonathan McDaniel of Bell and 

Phillips represented the developer 
at the June 1 meeting.

Swansgate was approved under 
the residential cluster development 
standards of the town’s Unified 
Development Ordinance. The 
developer agreed to dedicate 4.49 
acres of the tract – of which 4.22 
acres is wetlands – to the town 
for open space. In return, indi-
vidual lots might be smaller than 
the 20,000 square feet normally 
required in the Residential-20 zone, 

Planners reluctantly OK 2 lots

(See RELUCTANT, page �)

Swansgate developer agrees to meet town rules

The number of people in 
Onslow County who have 
tested positive for COVID-
19 reached 164 on Tuesday, 
June 16.

That is an increase of 
32 over the total on June 9, 
which was 132, according 
to information provided by 
Kristin Richmond-Hoover, 
public health director with 
the Onslow County Health 
Department.

The department lists 135 
people as being among the 
positive cases who have 
“recovered.”

There have been three 
deaths related to COVID-19 
in Onslow County, accord-
ing to information on the 
health department’s web-
site.

COVID-19 

numbers


