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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

CAPE CARTERET

Ü 1B

Sunday 
Oct. 4

Monday
Oct. 5

Tuesday 
Oct. 6

Wednesday 
Oct. 7

Low 3:30 a.m. 4:01 a.m. 4:34 a.m. 5:10 a.m.
4:06 p.m. 4:45 a.m. 5:26 p.m. 6:13 p.m.

High 9:47 a.m. 10:22 a.m. 10:59 p.m. 11:41 a.m
10:02 p.m. 10:37 p.m. 11:15 p.m.  11:58 p.m.

BEAUFORT

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? BEAUFORT

Millicent McKuhen, New Bern
Ernest Belcher, Havelock
Ellen Arnold, Fernandina Beach, 
Fla.
Naomi Warren, Morehead City

Wade Willis Sr., Salter Path
Shirley Pake, Bettie
Martha da Silva, Newport
Robert Harrison Sr., Cedar Point
Andrew Velez III, Stella

Jeff Lebo isn’t your typical high 
school basketball assistant coach.

After an All-ACC playing 
career with the North Carolina 
Tar Heels and nearly 20 years 
of college coaching, he brings 
a wealth of experience to West 
Carteret.

“I haven’t coached high school 
before,” Lebo said. “I’ve coached 
every other level, so this will 
round out my résumé.”

He spent last season as an 
assistant coach under former Tar 
Heels teammate Joe Wolf with 
the Greensboro Swarm of the 
NBA’s Developmental G League. 
That season ended in early 
March.

He stepped down as head 
coach at East Carolina in No-
vember 2017 after coaching 
for nearly two decades at four 
universities.

MOREHEAD CITY

Lebo joins West Carteret 
as an assistant coach

See MaST  Page 4A

See Mail-In  Page 4A

Ü 6A

MOREHEAD CITY

Carteret Community Col-
lege Foundation is the recipient 
of Duke Energy Foundation’s 
2020 Nature Grant. The Na-
ture Grant funds environmen-
tal projects creating access to 
nature and protecting species, 
habitats and water quality in 
North Carolina. 

The foundation received 
$20,000 to help fund a na-
ture trail on CCC’s campus. 
The educational nature trail 
will provide direct access to a 
non-motorized boat launch, two 
observation decks and a safe 
location for residents and visi-
tors to exercise and learn more 
about the coastal environment.

Duke donates funds to 
CCC for walking trail

Ü 4A

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

Amid a drastic increase in mail-in 
ballots and unanswered questions 
regarding witness requirements, 
voting is off to a roaring start in 
Carteret County. 

The County Board of Elections 
approved more absentee-by-mail 
ballots this week than cast during 
the entire 2016 Presidential Election. 

Wednesday, during a reconvened 
board meeting, the panel approved, 
unsealed and fed into a tabulator 
1,584 civilian, 38 overseas and 23 
military absentee ballots, the fi rst 
1,645 ballots cast in the Tuesday, 
Nov. 3 presidential election in 
Carteret County. The review of mail-
in ballots began Tuesday.

“I’m happy to say, no issues to re-
port,” BOE Director Caitlin Sabad-
ish confi rmed Thursday. 

The acceptance of the fi rst 
absentee-by-mail votes comes as 
the county offi ce, like others across 
the state and country, faces a sharp 
increase in the number of people 
seeking to vote by mail.

“We’re still getting probably 
50-100 requests a day,” Ms. Sabad-
ish said. North Carolina voters have 
until Tuesday, Oct. 27 to request a 
mail ballot. 

As of Tuesday, the county BOE 
had received 5,796 requests. The of-
fi ce has been working for months to 
prepare for the logistical challenges 
of managing absentee-by-mail, and 
the board will convene weekly to 
review and approve voted ballots, 
but questions remain. 

Last week, after the state Board 
of Elections approved a suit settle-
ment that made procedural changes, 
state Republicans leaders led an out-
cry. The changes and dispute have 
resulted in multiple lawsuits and the 
resignation of the two Republican 
state board members. 

Among the changes in question is 
a provision that would allow voters 
who send back a mail-in ballot with 
an incomplete witness signature to 
fi x it with the standard cure form, 
an affi davit that does not require 
the witness signature. Republican 
leaders and others have expressed 
concern the change effectively 
eliminates the witness requirement 
for absentee voting, which they 
believe could lead to voter fraud. 

This week, President Donald 
Trump’s campaign got involved, 
sending a letter to Republican 
election offi cials in North Carolina 
counties asking them to ignore state 
board directives on the matter. The 
state board hit back, telling county 
boards to not consider or follow 
guidance issued by political parties 

Honoring service

Mail-inballotingunderwayamidquestions,litigation

or others.  
For county offi ces, the unresolved litigation 

leaves questions. For now, Ms. Sabadish said 
her offi ce will follow the latest guidance from 
the state. As of Thursday, in accordance with a 
numbered memo, that’s locking mail-in ballots 
with witness signature issues in a safe place and 
awaiting further instruction. 

“We have 59 ballots that are ‘cure pending’ 
that we sent cure certifi cation to, but no cure 

forms have been returned yet,” she told the 
News-Times. “What happens with those, I have 
no idea, but we’re holding all of them until we 
get guidance. Our instructions are to hold off, so 
we must hold off on taking any further action.”

The changes to the process are the latest in a 
number of hurdles in an election year in which 
many expect record turnout, despite the novel 
coronavirus pandemic. There was widespread 

Deputy Board of Elections Director Margot Burke looks on as Carteret County elections board member Dale 
Gillikin opens an absentee-by-mail ballot envelope Wednesday at the panel’s offi ce in Beaufort. (Jackie Star-
key photo)

‘NO ISSUES TO REPORT’

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Superior Court Judge Josh 
Willey has agreed to dismiss part 
of a complaint, but allow part of 
the case to move forward regard-
ing a lawsuit fi led by a group 
of parents and students against 
the Carteret County Board of 
Education seeking enrollment 
of freshmen students this school 
year at the Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School.

The judge still has to sign off 
on the ruling.

Attorney Ann Paradis of Dur-
ham, who is representing MaST 
students and parents, said Friday 
she received an email Thursday 
from the judge.

“He is granting in part and 

denying in part the school 
board’s motion to dismiss,” she 
said. “Some of the plaintiffs in 
the case will be removed from 
our complaint. The only ones re-
maining will be the four students 
who applied to enter the school 
this year as freshmen.”

In addition to four freshmen 
and their parents, other students 
already enrolled at the school 
and their parents had signed on 
as plaintiffs.

Judge Willey, of New Bern, 
presided over a hearing, held 
remotely Monday over Webex, 
to hear a request and argu-
ments to dismiss the complaint 
from Attorney Ken Soo of the 
Tharrington Smith Law Firm in 

Judge set to dismiss portion of MaST complaint

Marine Science and Technologies Principal Cory Johnson works with 
students in late August. A judge could rule by the end of the week on a 
request by the Carteret County Board of Education to dismiss a lawsuit 
fi led by a group of parents asking that a freshmen class be reinstated at 
the school. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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