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The News-Times is inside!
• Beach nourishment wrapping up

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 33                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                      APRIL 24, 2019

T deland News

For the 10th year, Boy 
Scout Troop 3 will host a 
fish dinner fundraiser. The 
troop will sell fish dinners on 
Saturday, April 27.

Funds raised help pay 
for scouting events, such 
as camping, earning merit 
badges and so forth.

Plates will include two 
pieces of fish, baked beans, 
cole slaw, hushpuppies and 
tea at a great price of $9 per 
plate.

Meals will be served in 
the parking lot at Swansboro 
United Methodist Church 
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

To purchase a ticket, call 
(910) 915-5753.

Your 

Weekend

By Amelia Dees-Killette

The Swansboro Historical Association 
is going to the farm this year for its annual 
Homes Tour fundraiser.

On Saturday, April 27, from 2 until 5 p.m., 
Gloria Sanders and Sarah Sanders Heller will 
showcase the home place of their grandparents, 
Will Sanders and Pauline Mattocks Sanders, 
at 110 Stewart Point Road. Will and Pauline’s 
son, Mattocks Sanders, married Zeta Tolson 
Sanders from town and their daughters, Gloria 
and Sarah, grew up in the house.

In addition to tours of the farm house, there 
will be a barbecue dinner and silent auction at 
the old Jolly Roger Bar, formerly Carl’s Café, 
which was moved from Front Street, and is 
now at 419 Bear Creek Road.

The event also includes a tour of the pack-
house on the farm, which is filled with antique 
farm equipment.

The Sanders family history shows how 
Swansboro and Bear Creek families have been 
historically linked by the waterways.

SHA offers tour, 

dinner Saturday

Commentary
A blessing, 

in the wake 

of tragedy

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be sunny on Saturday 
and Sunday. Highs will be 
in the mid-70s and lows 
will be in the low-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jaye Clater, a student 
in Sharon Russell’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

By Ann vonHoorn

This is a dog story that is a 
true blessing story!

No one is prepared for the 
sorrow of losing a pet. They 
become part of your life.

On Monday, April 15, 2019, 
the world was shocked as 
flames soared through the roof 
and tumbled the iconic tower 
of Notre Dame Cathedral. The 
jewel of Paris, built on the little 
island in the Seine, burned.

Here in Swansboro a tiny 
flame flickered out quietly in a 
vet’s office. Our own tragedy 
was silently tumbling the rafters 
of our 10-year relationship with 
our toy poodle, Skippy.

This tragedy is one familiar 
to all who have loved and lost 
a pet. We stayed with Skippy 
until our tears subsided enough 
to pass a room full of pets and 
their owners and walk empty-

handed to the car to grieve. At 
home the leash hung limp in its 
usual place, the water and food 
bowls were unattended. The 
silence sucked the air out of our 
lungs.

There was no barking at 
squirrels, (or at the branches 
moving in the wind in case it 
was a squirrel). No tap, tap, of 
the toenails on the hardwood, 
no jingle of the dog tags signal-
ing his approach. Once before 
we experienced this pain, and 
we knew then we needed anoth-
er dog to love. A web search 
then found Skippy in a foster 
home in Jacksonville.

Skippy rescued us from 
our sorrow and sparkled our 
lives for 10 years. He hiked the 
Appalachian Trail with me on 
weekly excursions, gamboling 
up rocks higher than he was (11 

In the Tideland ...
Board of adjustment denies front-yard garage request, Page 3

SMS students and NCCF working at town hall, Page 5
Special Primary Election scheduled for Tuesday, Page 10
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(See BLESSING, page �)
(See FARMHOUSE, page �)

Nationally recognized.
Close to home.
Ours is the only hospital in our region to earn 
Top 5% for Outstanding Patient Experience 
nationwide by Healthgrades in 2018.

Learn more at CarteretHealth.org/awards Compassion runs deep

By Jimmy Williams

The Bailey Center strip mall 
under construction on West 
Corbett Avenue may once again 
be a catalyst for change.

In the project’s earliest stag-
es – about two years ago, when 
Chris Bailey of Jacksonville, the 
developer, was seeking permis-
sion to build the retail center 
– Swansboro officials had con-
cerns about the site’s suitability. 
Efforts by the commissioners 
for the developer to install a 
certain method of stormwater 
retention were met with a claim 
that the soil was unsuitable, “too 
wet,” they were told.

It turned out that at least 
some of the property was actu-
ally wetlands, to the point that a 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
review was eventually required.

By Jimmy Williams

The Swansboro/Onslow 
County annual Pirate Fest will 
take place Saturday, April 27, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., in downtown 
Swansboro.

Pirate Fest brings coastal 
North Carolina’s rich pirate his-
tory to life.

Sponsored by the Swansboro 
and Onslow County parks 
and recreation departments, 
the all-day event will feature 
swashbucklers engaged in sword 
fights, black powder weapons 
demonstrations and musicians 
singing sea shanties.

This free family friendly 
event also includes games and 
activities for the little bucca-
neers. Visitors can enjoy a pirate 
meet-and-greet, shows and live 
music.

Events actually get under-
way on Friday, April 26, with 
the pirate pre-party; marauder While the recent high winds and rain 

have practically swept away the last aza-
lea blossoms in Swansboro, the area’s 

rosebuds have proved to be a bit more 
hardy, standing up to the harsh weather. 
(Williams photo)

A tough bud to beat
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Saturday

The Sanders Farm House on Stewart Point Road

“New to You,” a fundraising 
sale, is planned at St. Peter’s 
by-the-Sea Episcopal Church on 
May 3 and 4.

The sale will take place at 
the church, 503 W. Broad St., 
from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m., each 
day.

Donations of new, re-gifted 
items and gently used, books 
and holiday items – but no 
clothing – are being accepted at 
the church, Monday-Thursday, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

Proceeds will benefit the 
church’s community outreach 
programs.

Not new sale

(See ADJUSTMENT, page �) (See PIRATES, page �)


