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American Legion 
Post 78 of Swansboro, 
as an ongoing service to 
the community, collects 
American flags that need 
to be retired.

The public is wel-
come to bring to the post 
on Corbett Avenue any 
flags that are no longer 
serviceable. The collec-
tion site is at the front 
door.

Once a year, usu-
ally on or around Flag 
Day, June 19, the post 
disposes of the flags in a 
proper manner.

For information, call 
James Pearce, post mem-
ber, at (910) 326-5119, 
and leave a message.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather will be sunny 
with highs in the 
upper-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Brooklyn Rivera, 
who was a student in 
Ginger Pockette’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.

American 

flag

Hammocks Beach State 
Park will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 
11 lunar landing with a spe-
cial program on Tuesday, 
July 16.

The program, Galactic 
Moon Walk, begins at 8:30 
p.m.

Participants will join 
a ranger at the park after 
the sun goes down and the 
Full Buck Moon rises for 
a guided walk along the 
park’s half-mile loop trail 
as the talk turns to the 50th 
anniversary of the historic 
lunar landing.

You will get to enjoy 
the sights and sounds of the 
park under the moonlight.
For more information, call 
the park at (910) 326-4881.

Commentary
Stagnant 

minimum 

wage sets 

dubious mark

Rule could help 

in preservation
By Jimmy Williams

At the urging of one of its mem-
bers, Swansboro Historic Preservation 
Commission will consider the possibil-
ity of strengthening the town’s rules for 
demolition of historic structures.

Jeff Conaway told the panel in April 
that he has been researching how other 

preservationists handle the demolition of 
historic buildings.

“They seem to have a tougher demo-
lition by neglect (rule) than we have,” 
he said.

As the commission is in the midst of 
dealing with the loss of the George E. 

By Holly Sklar

There are a lot of 
records that would be great 
to break. This isn’t one of 
them: mid-June marked the 
longest period in history 
without an increase since 
the federal minimum wage 
was established in 1938.

The federal minimum 
wage went to $7.25 an hour 
on July 24, 2009 – nearly 
10 years ago. It remains 
$7.25 today, amounting to 
just $15,080 a year for full-
time work.

When the minimum 
wage does not go up, it 
goes down in value relative 
to the cost of living.

The gap between mini-
mum wage and the cost of 
rent, groceries, medicine, 
transportation and every-
thing else keeps grow-
ing. That matters whether 
you’re trying to work your 
way through school, sup-
port your child, or need a 
job to make ends meet on 
Social Security.

The buying power of 

today’s $7.25 minimum is 
lower than the minimum 
wage of 1968, which would 
be $11.96 in 2019 dol-
lars, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Inflation Calculator. Our 
economy has grown consid-
erably since 1968, but not 
the federal minimum wage, 
which sets the floor under 
worker pay.

When the minimum 
wage is too little to live on 
it’s bad for business as well 
as workers.

“When the minimum 
wage is inadequate it hurts 
employee health, morale, 
productivity and retention, “ 
says Marietta, Georgia busi-
ness owner Kyle Johnson. 
“And it weakens consumer 
demand.”

It’s vital to remember 
that working people are 
also customers. Increased 
pay means increased con-
sumer buying power.

U.S. Women’s Chamber 
of Commerce CEO Margot 
(See WAGE, page �)

The Alex Moore House at 218 
Walnut St., featured here in Inde-
pendence Day finery, was once 

the target of demolition. It is a 
success story when it comes to 
preservation. (Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Opposition to a plan to build a 
church on Main Street Extension 
adjacent to Swansboro Municipal 
Park can be found among members 
of the town’s Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board.

In recent emails to the mayor 
and commissioners, two members 
listed concerns. In both, town 
commissioners were asked to give 
the park board an opportunity to 
review and comment on the pro-

posal in an official capacity.
Church officials want to build 

a 16,000-square-foot church on a 
2.15-acre parcel at 820 Main Street 
Extension, adjacent to Municipal 
Park. The church is permitted by 
special-use on the property, which 
is zoned residential-8 single-family.

First presented to the 
Swansboro Planning Board in 
March, the request was tabled due 
to a couple of concerns, including 
appearance. Church officials finally 
returned with a plan on June 3 

– with nothing changed except for 
the number of parking spaces – and 
the planning board recommended 
denial.

While the planning board 
– which acts in an advisory capac-
ity to the board of commissioners 
– agreed unanimously that the 
church is allowed by special use 
in the R8-SF district, the board did 
not support three of the other four 
special-use questions.

The board voted unanimously 
against a claim that the special use 

“would not materially endanger the 
public health or safety if located 
where proposed and developed 
according to the plan as submitted 
and approved.”

The board voted 5-1 in favor 
of a statement that the special use 
“would not substantially injure the 
value of adjoining or abutting prop-
erty or the special use is a public 
necessity.”

The board voted unanimously 

Church plans worry panel

(See COMMISSION, page �)

(See CHURCH, page �)

Disposal 

offered

State park 

celebrates 

Apollo 11

Ronnie Dorsey, bass player 
for the Tams, poses for a 
photo during setup at the 
Pug in downtown Swansboro 
on Thursday, July 4, photos 
at left and above. The Tams 
played to a nice crowd of 
folks at the Independence 
Day celebration, even though 
there were no fireworks this 
year. However, there were 
plenty of nature’s fireworks 
– as in lightning – on July 4, 
illustrated by the photo at 
right. Photos above and left 
by Pete Rulon, photo at right 
by Carl Lewis.

July 4th, the Tams and ‘fireworks’


