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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Dorothy Cojocari, Gastonia

Mary Locklear, Havelock
Lillie Ballou, Morehead City
Mary Senter, Morehead City

Catherine Haburay-Gibbons, Newport
Paula Williams, Beaufort

Wednesday 
Feb. 19

Thursday 
Feb. 20
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Feb. 21
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Feb. 22
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Feb. 23
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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
carolinacoastonline.comPublished Wednesday and Sunday

Vol. 109 - No. 15 Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2020 75¢

CARTERET COUNTY

One-stop early voting 
continues at 3 locales

One-stop early voting contin-
ues from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
weekdays at three locations in 
Carteret County.

As of close of business Tues-
day, 1,548 county voters had 
already cast a ballot in North 
Carolina’s 2020 Primary Elec-
tion. 

Visit one of the following sites 
to vote: 

• Carteret County Board of 
Elections, 1702 Live Oak St., 
Suite 200, Beaufort

• Western Park Community 
Center, 275 Old Highway 58, 
Cedar Point

• Fort Benjamin Park Recre-
ation Center, 100 McQueen 
Ave., Newport

County OKs ordinance, 
supports 2nd Amendment

Monday, Carteret County 
became the latest local govern-
ment to double down on 2nd 
Amendment rights, approving 
an ordinance in support of gun 
ownership. 

County commissioners unan-
imously passed the ordinance 
as part of the consent agenda 
at their Monday evening regu-
lar session.

New Indian Beach 
commissioner sworn in

The town’s board of commis-
sioners is going forward from 
its regular council meeting this 
month with a new commissioner, 
Michael Luther. 

The board unanimously ap-
pointed Mr. Luther to the seat 
vacated by Allen Smith. Mr. 
Luther will complete Mr. Smith’s 
term. 

Ü 5A

INDIAN BEACH

Ü 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

Morehead council votes 
to try new meeting format

Beginning in April, the city 
council will try out a new meet-
ing format with the goal of 
improving transparency and 
effi ciency on the council. 

The Morehead City Council 
voted Feb. 11 during the regu-
lar monthly meeting to move to 
a twice-a-month council meet-
ing schedule. Under the new 
format, the council will meet 
one week before the regu-
lar monthly session to set an 
agenda and learn background 
on certain items.

Ü 4A 

NEWPORT

NC State to hold remote 
vehicle competition

The N.C. State University 
Center for Marine Science and 
Technology Youth Programs are 
holding the next MATE Remote 
Operated Vehicle Coastal 
Carolina Regional Competi-
tion Saturday, May 30 at Camp 
Albemarle. 

This year will be the fi rst time 
The Science House at CMAST 
isn’t hosting the Coastal Caro-
lina Regional Competition. 

Ü 5A 

BEAUFORT

Officials 
wait on 
FEMA for 
elevation 
funding

See Raising / Page 12A

MOREHEAD CITY

CARTERET COUNTY

 The county has approved a project to dredge The Straits Landing Channel, which can accessed by a N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission boat ramp. (N.C. Department of Transportation photo)

See Dredging / Page 12A
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continues 

strong 
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BEAUFORT

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

More than 200 residents 
celebrated the accomplishments 
of county black students during 
the 23rd annual Black History 
Celebration, held Monday in the 
Crystal Coast Civic Center.

After hearing a speech on 
how black Americans gained 
the right to vote from Beaufort 
Town Commissioner Sharon 
Harker, top black students 
received certifi cates of achieve-
ment. The college recognized 
students at the 8th and 12th 
grade levels and Carteret Com-
munity College students who 
have maintained at least a 3.0 
grade point average.

The college’s Dean of Stu-
dent Enrollment Services Dana 
Merck also presented the $1,000 
Gwen Fisher Memorial Scholar-
ship to CCC student Lee Stiles 
of Beaufort.

Ms. Harker celebrated the 
students’ accomplishments and 
encouraged them to not take 
their education or future right to 
vote for granted.

“Congratulations on your 
academic success and I wish 

you success in your future 
endeavors,” Ms. Harker said. “I 
hope that you have learned that 
your right to vote has come at 
a high price of human pain and 
suffering and your future votes 
matter.”

She shared the history of Black 
History Month and the battle that 
took place for black Americans to 
gain the right to vote.

“We have all heard the story 
about Abraham Lincoln freeing 
the slaves by signing the Eman-

cipation Proclamation in 1863. 
That wasn’t the end of the story, 
it was just the beginning,” Ms. 
Harker said.

She said the nation’s Re-
construction period following 
the Civil War, from 1865-77, 
shaped not only black history, 
but American history.

She pointed out that during 
that time free black families 
who were separated were able 
to reunite. Because of their love 
for education, they were able to 
create institutions such as black 
churches and schools.

“The one thing that eluded 
the free slaves was the right to 
vote,” Ms. Harker said.

She highlighted three consti-
tutional amendments that were 
ratifi ed following the Civil War 
that began the journey to voting 
rights. The 13th Amendment, 
ratifi ed in 1865, banned slavery. 
The 14th Amendment, ratifi ed 
three years later, granted citizen-
ship and equal protection under 
the law for all people born in the 
U.S., including those previously 
enslaved.

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Two key Down East Carteret 
County waterways will be 
dredged soon.

County commissioners Mon-
day night approved contracts 
with Brooks Marine Dredging 
and Construction of Harkers Is-
land to dredge Salters Creek and 
The Straits Landing Channel.

According to Greg Rudolph, 
manager of the Carteret County 
Shore Protection Offi ce, based 
in Emerald Isle, the state will 
pay 100% of the cost, which is 
$97,600 for Salters Creek and 
$58,000 for The Straits Landing 
Channel.

“This is a nice deal for all 

County to dredge 
pair of waterways

Salters Creek, Straits Landing have boat ramps

Salters Creek, which can be accessed by a N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion boat ramp, will soon be dredged, thanks to action Monday by Carteret 
County commissioners. (N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission photo)

Ü 12B 

SPORTS

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County of-
ficials seek to help about 
140 homeowners elevate 
their houses, but they’re 
still waiting for word from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency on 
funding. 

After Hurricane Flor-
ence in September 2018, 
there’s been a large-scale 
push in North Carolina 
by local and state govern-
ment agencies to increase 
coastal resilience against 
extreme weather events. 
Carteret County Assistant 
County Manager Eugene 
Foxworth said Feb. 3 in an 
email to the News-Times 
county officials have been 
participating in FEMA’s 
Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program, as well as the 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program, for 
years. 

“After Hurricane Flor-
ence, the county applied 

A house sits raised to avoid 
fl oodwaters near Williston 
recently (Dylan Ray photo)

CCCcelebratesblackhistory

See History / Page 12A

From left, Carteret Community College Dean of Student Services Dana 
Merck congratulates CCC student Lee Stiles of Beaufort on receiving the 
Gwen Fisher Memorial Scholarship during the college’s Black History 
Celebration, held Monday in the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead 
City. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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