
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the mid-60s and 
lows in the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Parker Carmody, who 
is a student in Judy 
Hendrix’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret delays storage issue

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Letters to Santa are in this issue, look inside! 

The SACC monthly newsletter is in the paper

Buc basketball hot streak continues, Page 6

Utilizing a technique called a “zoom blur,” the Christmas 
lights at this home on Lucas Lane in Hubert were photo-

graphed with a long exposure during which the lens was 
zoomed in. (Pete Rulon photo)

Zooming to Christmas

Commentary

A simple 

concept

that works
By Bryan Golden

Among other things, 
the holidays are a time of 
giving and receiving gifts. 
The question most often 
asked of people is, “What 
did you get?” Much less 
frequently asked is, “What 
did you give?” Invariably, 
the inquiries concern mate-

rial gifts. Purchasing a gift 
can certainly be thoughtful 
and a wonderful gesture, 
especially when it’s backed 
up by your actions.

However, the most valu-
able presents are those that 
aren’t sold in stores. When 
you give your love, your 

Commissioners 

tour ‘alt’ center
By Jimmy Williams

Several town commissioners on Dec. 
9 toured what would be – in the event of 
a disaster – the Swansboro Emergency 
Operations Center.

Commissioners Laurent Meilleur, 
Larry Philpott, P.J. Pugliese and Frank 
Tursi met in what was a special meeting 
at Swansboro United Methodist Church 
to inspect the space offered to the town 
by the church.

“It’s a perfect space,” said Tursi, 
mayor pro-tempore.

The Swansboro Public Safety 

Facility, home to the Swansboro Police 
Department and Swansboro Fire 
Department, proved to be inadequate as 
an EOC following Hurricane Florence 
in 2018. In the months that followed, 
Swansboro struck a deal with the 
Swansboro church to set up a temporary 
EOC in the church’s Building 2 in the 
event of a major storm event.

“They’ve done some remodeling. 
There was some damage as a result of 
Hurricane Florence,” Tursi said of the 
church.

(See HELP, page �)

(See FACILITY, page �)

Holiday
Christmas 2021 

will be celebrated on 
Saturday, Dec. 25 and 
it will result in several 
changes of schedules.

The town of 
Swansboro offices will 
be closed on Monday 
and Tuesday for the 
holiday.

Onslow County gov-
ernment offices will be 
closed on Thursday and 
Friday, Dec. 23 and 24, 
as well as Monday, Dec. 
27.

Onslow County 
Landfill and all the land-
fill collection sites will 
be closed on Saturday 
and Monday.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will close early on 
Friday and be closed on 
Saturday, Dec. 25.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed on Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Monday.

Financial institutions 
may close early or close 
on Friday, Dec. 24.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Saturday.
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In my life as a news reporter, I 
am sometimes faced with coverage 
involving those closest to me. Such 
is the case with this story about 
one of my wife’s singular accom-
plishments.

By Jimmy Williams

Christy Crosswell Williams, 
owner and founder of Swansboro 
Dance Studio, has been selected the 
winner of the 2021 Samuel Swann 
Bland Outstanding Community 
Service Award.

Presented by the town of 
Swansboro, Mayor John Davis 
announced the winner at the 
Monday, Dec. 13, meeting of the 
town commissioners. He said it is 
the town’s highest honor.

Diagnosed with lung and brain 
cancer in January 2014, Williams 
was unable to attend the meeting. 
So instead of the usual presenta-
tion, commissioners gathered at 
Williams’s home on Saturday, Dec. 
18, for an on-site presentation.

In addition to Davis, who made 
the actual presentation outdoors in 

the front yard of Williams’s home 
on Bonita Lane, Commissioners 
Jeff Conaway, Larry Philpott, 
P.J. Pugliese, Pat Turner and 
Frank Tursi, along with former 
Commissioner Laurent Meilleur, 
attended. Paula Webb, town man-
ager, and Alissa Fender, town clerk, 
were also in attendance.

Dozens of friends attended the 
10 a.m. ceremony under clear skies 
and unusually mild weather. Others 
made it a point of driving by – a 

Christy Williams

Bland Award
Williams tapped for studio work

(See SWANSBORO, page �)
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