
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-60s and 
lows in the mid-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Anthony Redhead, who 
is a student in Teresa 
Tauber’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• New CCPD chief is off the job

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Part two of ‘Phantom of the North,’ Page 6

Girls claim share of basketball title, Page 9

QCES pupils have favorite presidents, Page 10

The first-ever class of the Swansboro Sports 
Hall of Fame poses for a group picture on Feb. 
4. From left are Bob Vroom, Ricky Mobley, Joan 

Riggs and Peace Shepard Easton. Joseph Bea-
sley and Ronnie Ross were inducted posthu-
mously. (Matthew Adkins photo)

Swansboro elite honored

Commentary

Second 

Amendment 

subverts 

democracy
By Tom H. Hastings

It is long past time 
to repeal the Second 
Amendment.

Why?
To strengthen democ-

racy.
Without the Second 

Amendment, wrote 
Supreme Court Justice 
John Paul Stevens, states 
and towns would be free 
to pass their own gun laws 
that wouldn’t be overturned 
again and again by courts 
citing either the Second 
Amendment or other prec-
edent reliant on the Second 
Amendment.

To save lives.
Already in 2022, as 

of Sept. 25, there have 
been 32,643 gun deaths in 
America from a variety of 

causes, including murder, 
homicide, accidents and 
suicides. Many of these 
deaths were in places that 
attempted strict gun control, 
including a ban on assault 
rifles, but were successfully 
sued by the NRA or other 
gun rights groups and their 
local or state laws vacated 
by rulings prompted by the 
Second Amendment.

To become a civilized 
country.

Civilized countries enact 
laws that actually protect 
their children. Unlike every 
single other developed or 
large country in the entire 
world, the number one 
cause of death for children 
in the US is firearms. If this 
works for some states, let 

Park building 

ground broken

An artist’s rendering of the Teachers’ Building

By Jimmy Williams

Standing in front of the 30 or so folks 
invited to the groundbreaking of the 
Teachers’ Building at Hammocks Beach 
State Park, Sarah Kendrick, park superin-
tendent offered a brief history lesson.

Her remarks set the stage for the cere-
mony on Jan. 27 that would mark an offi-
cial beginning of a $3.6 million project 
to refurbish the building that means so 
much to Swansboro, the state park system 
and African Americans. 

“The building behind me that we 

are here to celebrate today has nearly 
three-quarters of a century of history,” 
Kendrick said. “The building was first 
named after Miss Gertrude Hurst, who 
in 1945 suggested to Dr. William Sharpe 
that he donate 4,600 acres that he owned 
to the N.C. Teachers Association.”

The Hurst and Sharpe names along 
with The N.C. Teachers Association are 
intertwined with Swansboro’s state park. 
(See related story.)

The N.C. Teachers Association was 

(See REPEAL, page �)(See OFFICIALS, page �)

Day 

Camp 

sign-up 

slated
Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation Department 
will host 2023 Summer 
Day Camp registration 
on March 1 at 7:30 p.m.

The summer day 
camp program is open to 
children entering grades 
1-5. This will be a fun-
filled, active and memo-
rable summer camp. 
Weekly activities include 
indoor and outdoor 
games, arts and crafts, 
educational activities, 
and field trips – with a 
fresh theme every week.

Parents may drop off 
children as early as 7:30 
a.m. and pick up by 5:30 
p.m. Online registration 
is available at swans-
boro.recdesk.com.
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Sports 

greats 

enter 

first hall
By Matthew Adkins

On a historic night, the 
first-ever Swansboro High 
School Sports Hall of Fame 
inducted six outstand-
ing individuals who left 
an indelible mark on the 
town’s sports community.

The event on Saturday, 
Feb. 4, at the Rotary Civic 
Center brought together 
current and former athletes, 
coaches, administrators and 
family members to recog-
nize the achievements of 
these local legends.

Inducted were Joseph 
Beasley, Ronnie Ross, Joan 
Riggs, Bob Vroom, Ricky 
Mobley and Peace Easton.

Following a catered 
dinner, videos were shown 
for each hall-of-famer that 
included a biography high-
lighting their achievements, 
messages from their peers 
and commentary concern-
ing their impact on the 
town’s athletic culture.

First to be inducted was 
the late Joseph Beasley, 
who originally came to 
Swansboro in 1966 to teach 
math.

Beasley soon moved to 
school administration as a 
part-time assistant principal 
and in 1975 was named 
principal of the newly cre-
ated Swansboro Middle 
School. Two years later, 
he became principal of 
Swansboro High School.

Beasley also coached 

baseball, assisted with var-
sity football and was head 
coach of the junior varsity 
football team.

Later in his career, he 
was responsible for hiring 
many of the coaches who 
helped shape the school’s 

athletic programs and 
is often regarded as the 
school’s number one fan 
due to his unfailing atten-
dance at every sporting 
event.

“Without Mr. Beasley, 
you couldn’t have this 

hall of fame,” said Ed 
Walsh, a former Swansboro 
teacher and athletic direc-
tor. “Everyone getting 
recognized here tonight is 
amazing, but I feel certain 
they would all acknowledge 
that without Mr. Beasley’s 

leadership and devotion 
they wouldn’t have had the 
same level of success and 
accomplishment that they 
were able to achieve while 
they were here. He is the 

(See CELEBRATE, page �)

Tickets are on sale for 
the Emerald Isle Garden 
Club’s annual Card and 
Games Afternoon Tea Party.

The event will take 
place on March 1 from 1 
until 4 p.m. at the Emerald 
Isle Community Center, at 
203 Leisure Lane. 

Tickets are $15 per per-
son and include a wide vari-
ety of delicious desserts, 
beverages and a chance at a 
door prize.

“We will also have raffle 
items and a cash raffle,” 
said Teresa Connelly-
Kavanagh, a garden club 
member.

Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance – none 
will be sold at the door 
– and payment must be 
received by Feb. 20. Call 
(252) 764-0420 for more 
information.

Party on tap

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=7ae279fe-2279-5ad7-a071-e72b8ef151d4

