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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny on 
Saturday with a chance 
of rain on Sunday. Highs 
will be in the low-70s 
and lows will be in the 
mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Alaiyla Preston, a stu-
dent in Kim Mauser’s 
first grade class 
at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Islander Drive project is underway

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Posting leads to misunderstanding over Walmart recognition, Page 5

Crows are found everywhere and they are a mystery, Page 6

Shootout with deputies ends in man’s death on April 15, Page 8

This eagle took up residence for a time in a tree about 45 
feet off the White Oak River in Stella during January. Resi-

dents of the White Oak Landing neighborhood spotted the 
majestic bird fishing in the White Oak. (Pete Rulon photo)

The eagle has landed in Stella

Commentary

Coronavirus 

interrupts 

progress
By Ellen Birkett Lindeen

This year our country 
celebrates the 100-year 
anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, the right to 
vote for women, although 
sadly, suffrage was only 
granted to white women in 
many states, and it would 
not be illegal to racially 
discriminate in voting rights 
until a much later move-
ment precipitated the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.

My great grandmother, 
born in 1870, Anna Everetta 
Beighley Harn, was a white 
woman and Wisconsin 
suffragist, who marched 
with other women for the 

right to vote. She married 
Stephen Douglas Harn at 
age 20, and together they 
had four children while liv-
ing on their farm.

Her life changed over-
night when her husband 
died in a buggy accident 
coming home one evening. 
Suddenly at age 34, she was 
a widow with 13-year-old 
twin daughters, an 11-year-
old girl (my grandmother) 
and a 4-year-old son. She 
had to coordinate work on 
the farm that they owned, 
move to a different home 
in a bigger town so that her 
girls could attend a high 

Planners OK, 

deny requests

By Jimmy Williams

Though it may be awhile before all 
the recommendations reach the town 
commissioners Swansboro Planning 
Board is considering several text amend-
ments to the town’s Unified Development 
Ordinance.

At their March meeting, prior to the 
coronavirus pandemic shutdown, the 
members voted to recommend approval 
of two, including a change in the way 
the town renews preliminary plats. That 
item will be the subject of a virtual public 
hearing at Monday, April 27, meeting 
of the town commissioners. (See related 
item.)

The planners consider items such 
as text amendments and zoning change 
requests in an advisory capacity. 
Decisions on the requests are made by 
the Swansboro Board of Commissioners.

Also recommended for commission-
ers’ approval is to designate much of the 
downtown as an “urban waterfront.” It is 
a designation that was in place until last 
year’s approval of the town’s updated 
land-use plan.

Local governments may choose to 
designate certain portions of their shore-
lines as “urban waterfront” areas, accord-
ing to information provided by Jennifer 
Ansell, town planner. In order to qualify 
for the urban waterfront designation, the 
area must be entirely within town limits, 
the area must have central business dis-
trict or commercial zoning, there must be 
minimal undeveloped land or a mixing 
of land uses within the area, and urban 
services such as water, sewer, police, and 
fire protection must be available.

The significance of an urban water-

(See WOMEN, page �)
(See VOTE, page �)

PAWS 

seeks 

funds
Possumwood Acres 

Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Hubert is facing a crisis 
as the number of sick, 
injured, and orphaned 
wildlife seeking care 
continues to climb.

In 2019 the sanctuary 
assisted more than 1,700 
animals, raising more 
than 1,000 orphaned 
babies that were returned 
to the wild.

In 2020, recent clos-
ings of other rehabilita-
tion facilities, changes in 
North Carolina wildlife 
legislation and the sky-
rocketing demand for 
services threaten to over-
take the organization.

For the first time in 
its 15-year history, the 
sanctuary is contemplat-
ing having to turn ani-
mals away during peak 
season.

Despite caring for 
most of the wildlife calls 
in a five-county area, 
Possumwood Acres 
receives no municipal, 
county, state or federal 
funds.

For more informa-
tion, email Alison 
Castillo at alison@pos-
sumwoodacres.org.

Thousands of Russell’s Olde Tyme Shoppe 
patrons visited the store annually for Max Rus-
sell’s iconic hand-painted rose shopping bags. 
(Photo contributed)

Commission next to act

Artist Russell 

leaves legacy
Her work known nationwide

By Zack Nally

It was only supposed 
to be a cup of coffee at 
Fisherman’s Lunchroom 
– which has since become 
known as Yana’s Ye Olde 
Drugstore – on Front Street.

Midwest natives Maxine 
“Max” and Lt. Col. William 
“Bill” Russell were con-
templating the next step 
for their careers and fam-
ily when Max pointed to 
a weathered building and 
wondered aloud if Bill 
could restore it.

That curiosity turned 
into a major pivot, both for 
the town of Swansboro and 
the well-traveled military 
couple who decided to put 
down permanent roots in 
the town. By the end of that 

‘She made everyone feel that 

they were just the most special 

person and that they could do 

so much if they had faith and 

worked at it. She was authen-

tically the most cheerful and 

grateful person that I’ve ever 

met.’
Mary Russell Witham

day, Bill decided to retire 
from the military and the 
couple had an informal con-
tract in hand for the dilapi-

dated building across the 
street. (See related story.)

(See TOWN, page �)

As of April 20, there is a 
total of 38 positive COVID-
19 labs in Onslow County, 
according to the Onslow 
County Health Department. 
That is up from 36 reported 
on April 15.

Of those, 25 have now 
recovered. There has been 
one COVID-19 fatality.

COVID-19


