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The weekend weather 
will be stormy with highs 
in the mid-80s and lows 
in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Gabriella Sabella, who 
was a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News
VOLUME 41, NUMBER 49                     SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                      AUGUST 12, 2020

The News-Times is inside!

• Carteret native excels at NCSU

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro commissioners cancel town’s fall and winter events, Page 5

Friends of the Western Carteret Library feature author in webinar, Page 6

Fall sports season unlikely for high schools in North Carolina, Page 7

Swansboro earns a Pelican

Commentary

Swansboro 

residents 

get credit 

for Pelican, 

challenged
By Frank Tursi

Residents of Swansboro 
won an award last week for 
their dedication to protect 
the White Oak River. This 
is news to most of you, I’m 
sure.

The N.C. Coastal 
Federation, one of the 
most-respected environ-
mental groups in the state, 
gave the town one of its 
annual Pelican Awards at 
a ceremony that was took 
place remotely Thursday. 
The plaque with the pretty 
picture will say “Town of 
Swansboro.” But, make no 
mistake about it: that means 
you. You should visit Town 
Hall to admire your award.

The federation has 
been giving out the awards 
for 17 years to people, 
organizations and local 
governments that make 
extraordinary efforts to 
be good coastal stewards. 
Usually, as it was with us, 
those efforts involve part-
nering with the federation 
on specific projects. In our 
case, we won the award for 
the living shoreline project 

at Ward’s Shore Park that 
replaced a failed bulkhead 
with a more-natural, storm-
resistant shoreline. We were 
also recognized for several 
projects over the last three 
years that should reduce the 
flow of polluted stormwater 
runoff into the river and its 
tributaries. We extended 
our parking lot at Town 
Hall with pavement that 
allows runoff to soak into 
the ground and we installed 
cisterns at our Public Works 
Department and Public 
Safety Building that will 
collect rainwater that can be 
reused for landscaping or 
washing vehicles.

The federation was a 
partner in helping us secure 
federal and state grants for 
each of those projects.

While that’s an impres-
sive list, I’d argue that your 
track record as environmen-
tal champions goes beyond 
a handful of construction 
projects. Several years, you 
recognized the polluting 
effects of stormwater runoff 
and decided to do some-

Town assisting 

in grant effort

This photo, taken the week after 
Hurricane Florence, shows how 
rainwater penetrated the bricks of 
the heritage center. The problem 

was especially bad on the Webb 
Street side of the building where 
water ruined a historic quilt, books 
and furniture. (Photo contributed)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
has approved a plan to seek a $100,000 
State Historic Preservation Office grant 
to fund repairs and improvements to the 
historic Emmerton School.

Action came at the July 27 regular 
meeting of the town commissioners.

Built around 1927 as a Unitarian 

school, the building is currently in use as 
One Harbor Church and the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center. Previously, the 
building was Swansboro Town Hall. It 
has also housed the Swansboro Police 
Department, Swansboro Branch Library, 
Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce 
and, for a number of years, was home to 

(See CITIZENS, page �)
(See APPLICATION, page �)

Decision?
By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners 
will not ask the Swansboro 
Planning Board to take a 
third look at a request to 
amend town ordinances in 
order to allow food trucks 
in Swansboro. The commis-
sioners instead will hunker 
down and make the deci-
sion on their own, maybe.

A special meeting to do 
that is planned for Monday, 
Aug. 17, at 5:30 p.m.

Twice the planning 
board has looked at the 
request and twice the board 
has recommended denial. 
The commissioners are sim-
ply unhappy with that.

At the commission 
meeting on Monday, Aug. 
10, Mayor John Davis said 
the rules have been unfair 
to Elizabeth Shepard, owner 
of the food truck Urban 
Street Eats, and the Shepard 
family.

Commissioner Frank 
Tursi said that opposition 
to food trucks operating 
in town would wane if the 
trucks were introduced 
gradually.

But Randy Swanson, 
owner of The Boro res-
taurant downtown as well 
as a food truck, said that 
because there are so many 
restaurants in Swansboro, it 
is not a community that is 
conducive to allowing food 
trucks.

Despite spending 
approximately an hour in 
discussion on Aug. 10, no 
commissioner was willing 
to advance a motion.

Commissioner Larry 
Philpott said he was not in 
favor of sending the mat-
ter back to the planning 
board. Instead, he suggested 
commissioners gather what 
information they need for 
the special meeting.

Perhaps they will make 
a decision then.

Email Jimmy Williams 
at jimmy@tidelandnews.
com.

By Jimmy Williams

The N.C. Coastal Federation 
celebrated this year’s Pelican 
Awards by recognizing 14 recipi-
ents from along the coast for their 
coastal stewardship. The town of 
Swansboro is among the award 
winners.

In years past, the event drew 
hundreds to the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center in Morehead City for the 
awards ceremony, a silent auc-
tion, oysters and a range of treats 

specially prepared for the summer 
event.

This year, because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, organiz-
ers opted to stay safe and hold the 
celebration online using the Zoom 
online platform. The virtual event, 
which took place on Thursday, 
Aug. 6, kicked off with a coastal 
social featuring a special toast to 
the coast followed by the awards 
program honoring the Pelican 
Award recipients.

“Once again we’re blessed 

with a rich group of wonderfully 
talented and dedicated people who 
enable the Coastal Federation to 
fulfill its mission as an organiza-
tion. It’s with great pleasure that 
we can thank them for their con-
tribution and the inspiration they 
provide for our work,” Todd Miller, 
executive director of the federation, 
stated in a Coastal Review Online 
article.

“Doing this event virtually is 
a challenge, and I hope we don’t 
have to present our awards in this 

manner in future years,” he said. 
“Nothing replaces being able to 
spend some time together celebrat-
ing what has been accomplished, 
and having rich conversations that 
renew and establish new friend-
ships and working partnerships.”

Mark Hibbs, CRO editor, said 
the awards ceremony “was cer-
tainly different this year. But,” he 
added, “the webinar came off with-
out any significant glitches.”

(See SWANSBORO, page �)

This raccoon has been a 
frequent visitor to one of the 
Swansboro parks recently. The 
little rascal was spotted and 
photographed last week scop-
ing out the area before checking 
on the contents of a trashcan 
and finally offering a warning 
hiss in case anyone was getting 
too close. (Carl Lewis photos)

Park visitor


