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The annual White Oak Shores 

Bluegrass Festival combines music and 
the outdoors.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Dolores Horn, Morehead City
Jimmie Mills, Newport

Kenny Smith, Salter Path
Dean Crabtree, Newport

Mark Nelson, Atlantic
Jeff Creech, Newport

James Laird, Emerald Isle
Myrtle Merrill, Newport
Jane Cantrell, Beaufort
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Beaufort fire chief preps for retirement
BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The end of April 
will mark the end of Fire Chief Larry 
Fulp’s 43-year career as a firefighter. 

“I’d like to congratulate Fire Chief 
Fulp for 43 years of service,” Beaufort 
Commissioner John Hagle said at the 
town board’s April 8 meeting in the 
train depot. “I commend him for his 
service. After 43 years, he has seen a 

lot of changes. I thank him for all that 
he has done and his expansion of the 
department over the years.” 

A number of town commissioners 
echoed Mr. Hagle’s sentiments.

“I’d like to add my congratula-
tions to Chief Fulp’s retirement,” 
Commissioner Marianna Hollinshed 
said. “I wish you the best.” 

Chief Fulp’s career, both with the 
town of Beaufort and its fire station, 

spans several decades. A Statesville 
native who was raised in Beaufort, 
Chief Fulp started his career as part of 
the town’s water staff. 

“This has always been home to 
me,” Chief Fulp said. “I was raised 
in Beaufort ever since I was three. 
I started with the town in August 
of (1977), in the water department. 
Around (1981), I moved up to the 
supervisor’s position.”

A year prior to working in the 
town’s water department, Chief Fulp 
started as a volunteer firefighter. Chief 
Fulp said he became interested in fire-
fighting after receiving a crash course 
from the town’s crew.

“I was in Scouts at that time,” 
Chief Fulp said. “I was an Eagle Scout 
and we were working on (a firefight-
ing merit badge) at the fire station. 
You don’t see too many 18-, 19-year-

old Scouts anymore. They kind of age 

themselves out. I was asking some of 

the men at the station how to become 

a volunteer fireman. They said you 

had to go through an application, an 

interview and they asked ‘Why? You 

want one?’ And for whatever reason, I 

don’t know, I said yes.” 

Years later, he made the transition 

Recovery continues
A worker moves through scaffolding on the west side of the Bask hotel on the 

Morehead City waterfront Thursday as renovations continue seven months after 
Hurricane Florence. Tourism officials said the hotel is one of several that will not reopen 
by the start of summer. (Dylan Ray photo)

Mutch wins top award of 2018
BY MIKE SHUTAK

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Carteret County 
Emergency Services Communications personnel, 
along with family and friends, gathered Wednesday 
to recognize those who distinguished themselves 
last year as emergency telecommunicators. 

County emergency communications staff gath-
ered at the county 911 center to present several 
awards to emergency communicators whose perfor-
mances in 2018 were noteworthy. Carteret County 
Manager Tommy Burns was present for the ceremo-
ny, reading a proclamation from Gov. Roy Cooper 
declaring the week of April 14-20 National Public 
Safety Telecommunications Week. 

“This is a special week for the county,” Mr. Burns 
said, “and we always like to honor our telecom-
municators for the work they do every day. It goes 
without saying we appreciate the work you do, even 
if it’s a holiday or if you have a sick kid.” 

Mr. Burns said he was especially proud of the 
performance of the emergency communications 
staff during Hurricane Florence, which hit the North 
Carolina coast September 2018. 

“Even outside responders said they were 
impressed with how calm it was in that (dispatch) 
room,” Mr. Burns said. 

This year’s Telecommunicator of the Year Award 
went to supervisor Amanda Mutch. Ms. Mutch was 
chosen from four personnel that were nominated 
by the rest of the county emergency communica-
tions staff. All the nominees received certificates of 
recognition. 

Communications Director Brandy Osborne said 
in addition to saving two lives in the line of duty, 
Ms. Mutch “became a team leader during the worst 
time of the year,” meaning during Florence. 

“I’m very honored,” Ms. Mutch said. “I was 20 
years old when I started (with emergency commu-
nications). I didn’t know what it was about before I 
started, but I fell in love with it.” 

Being a supervisor is one of the most challenging 
parts of her job, according to Ms. Mutch. She often 
finds herself “going from a life-and-death situation 

Development
projects roll
on after storm 
Commercial, residential
ventures move ahead

INSIDE TODAY
Meet the Libertarian 

candidates running in the 
Tuesday, April 30 primary 
for the U.S. House of 
Representatives seat for North 
Carolina’s 3rd Congressional 
District on Page 4A. 

MCES students explore agriculture science, history Easter sunrise
services set

Morehead City Elementary School students, from left, 
Marlena Marson and Jude Golightly have a special moment 
with Fia, a homeless puppy available for adoption at the 
County Humane Society Animal Shelter in Newport, during 
SPLASH Day, an event for students to learn more about the 
county’s history and agriculture science. The event was 
held Thursday at the school. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 

From helping homeless pets 
to carving decoys, Morehead 
City Elementary School stu-
dents learned Thursday how 
agriculture science and his-
tory benefit the county.

Students rotated through 24 
learning stations that featured 
a variety of volunteers and 
professionals who use ag sci-
ence and history to serve resi-
dents, including their pets.

It was all part of SPLASH 
Day, with the acronym stand-
ing for Students Personalized 
Learning in Agriculture 
Science & History.

MCES fourth-grade teach-
er LeighAnn Whitehead said 
this was the third year she has 
organized the event to help 
students learn more about the 
county’s rich history and agri-
culture science.

“When I came here it 

seemed like there was a def-
icit in what students knew 
about the agriculture and 
history of the county,” Ms. 
Whitehead said. “It’s hard 
to take students places now 
because of budget shortfalls, 
so I thought why not bring the 
people here.”

One of the most popular 
stations was presented by 
Protectors of Homeless Pets 
of Carteret County, a nonprof-
it animal welfare group that 
helps homeless animals and 
pet owners who can’t afford 
to pay for their pets’ medical 
needs and care.

The group’s president, 
Mary Metzler, brought a 
puppy that’s up for adoption 
at the County Humane Society 
Animal Shelter in Newport for 
students to snuggle while she 
shared two important ways to 
reduce the county’s homeless 

Many county churches are 
offering sunrise services Easter 
Sunday. Some of those are:

St. Peter’s UMC
St. Peter’s United Methodist 

Church in Morehead City will 
hold a sunrise service at 6:30 
a.m. Easter Sunday at Mitchell 
Village Park. It will be a ser-
vice of praise and proclama-
tion at the water’s edge. A 
light breakfast will be offered 
in the park gazebo. In case of 
rain, the sunrise service and 
breakfast will be moved to the 
church.

St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal

St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Morehead City will 

hold a sunrise service Easter 
Sunday at 6 a.m. at the Trinity 
Center Beach Pavilion at 618 
Salter Path Road in Salter 
Path.

St. Paul’s Episcopal
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

in Beaufort will hold a Great 
Vigil of Easter service at 6 
a.m. Sunday. 

It will begin in the church’s 
graveyard, with a procession 
into the church.

Bethlehem UMC
Bethlehem United Methodist 

Church in Bogue will hold a 
sunrise service at 6:45 a.m. 
Easter Sunday. 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — As summer 
approaches, private property developers have 
been making headway on three major property 
development projects around Carteret County. 

In Atlantic Beach, one of the longest running 
development projects is the Circle, a district 
being developed by local property owner Fred 
Bunn. The Circle consists of property directly 
south of the Fort Macon Road/Atlantic Beach 
Causeway intersection and the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

According to Atlantic Beach Planning and 
Zoning Administrator Michelle Eitner, Mr. 
Bunn was permitted for the first new structure 
he built in the Circle, its package treatment 
plant, in late 2012. Construction on the plant 
was completed in 2013. Mr. Bunn’s goal is 
to develop the district into a variety of uses, 
including residential, mixed and commercial. 
As of Tuesday, most of the sections that have 
been built are residential, with the biggest 
commercial project underway being the reno-
vation of the Tackle Box Tavern. 

Mr. Bunn said he thinks work at the Circle is 
“coming along fine.” 

“We’re making steady progress,” Mr. Bunn 
said. “Right now we’re doing some piecemeal 
stuff, building some houses. We’ll be finishing 
up the Tackle Box soon.” 
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