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The weekend weather 
will be rainy on Saturday 
and mostly sunny on 
Sunday with highs in the 
mid-60s and lows in the 
mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Adalyn Wilbourne, a 
student in Julie Reed’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Officials offer tips on avoiding scams

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro earns CAEFR award for audit for the 23rd year, Page 2

Swansboro property owners may be in different flood zones, Page 5

Sand Ridge students make plans to honor their mothers, Page 8

Thanks to a glassy surface on the water, the clouds ap-
pear twice as nice in the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway off 

Jones Road in Cedar Point. The photo was taken on Thurs-
day, April 30. (Matt Miller photo)

Twice as nice

Commentary

Downsizing 

brings out 

reflections 

about things 

we save
By Carol Hartsoe

If you’re like me you 
have a lot of stuff. Some 
useful, some not so much. 
It will be a terrible day 
when I come to the point of 
downsizing. Even worse, 
if someone else needs to 
downsize for me.

At the moment, I can 
live just fine without ran-
dom things like the dining 
room table or even my dish-
washer. I think. But there 
are some things around my 
house that are so cherished 
I can’t imagine life without 
them. Take my laundry 
basket for instance; it’s one 
of the first things my hus-
band and I bought together 
as newly-weds almost 47 
years ago. Besides remind-
ing me there’s laundry to 
be washed, it reminds me 
of being young, carefree 
and excited about a future 
in our first home together. 
Even daily chores were fine 
with me back then.

I also have an old 
handmade apron that my 
grandmother wore while 

working in her garden. In 
the pockets you will find 
a handkerchief edged with 
tiny embroidered flowers, 
a ball of string she used to 
tie bean vines to poles, and 
several dried okra pods full 
of seeds that rattle within. I 
estimate those seeds are at 
least thirty-two years old, if 
not more. I will never throw 
them away. It makes me sad 
to think that one day, some-
one will.

I’m not the only one 
who cherishes “things.”

Theresa Murphy now 
lives in New Jersey but has 
family ties here. She’s been 
a frequent visitor to the 
“Friendly City” and says 
she’s very sentimental. “I 
have treasures of memories 
in my home that make me 
smile with all the loving 
family I’ve been blessed 
with. God has been very 
good to me.”

Gina Boyer of Hubert 
has a slice of wood from 
the trunk of an old pecan 
tree. It sits on the mantle 

Commissioners 

seeking advice

Kim Cote of Hubert enjoyed 
breakfast with a friend – while so-
cial distancing – at a local fast-food 

restaurant. Cote and her friend sat 
in their respective vehicles, a good 
distance apart. (Pete Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

A request for the town to accept the 
public improvements of Phase III of Park 
Place at Hammocks Beach subdivision 
generated discussion on Swansboro’s 
policy regarding wetlands.

The request from Parker & Associates 
on behalf of A. Sydes Construction Inc. 

was unanimously approved by the town 
commissioners at their April 27 meeting. 
But in discussion on the request, and in 
discussion on future agenda items later 
in the meeting that took place remotely, 
the primary topic was wetlands and the 
town’s effort to preserve wetlands.

(See SIZE, page �)(See PANEL, page �)

Closure 

planned 

for road
A section of Main 

Street Extension, just 
west of Old Hammock 
Road, will be closed to 
vehicular traffic May 
11-15.

The closure is 
to allow for a sewer 
line connection to be 
installed between 725 
and 735 Main Street 
Extension. Work will 
be done within the 
N.C. Department of 
Transportation right-
of-way and “will be 
restored to existing or 
better conditions upon 
completion,” accord-
ing to a notice from the 
town.

Also, beginning 
May 18, Main Street 
Extension will have one-
way traffic with traffic 
control to complete the 
road patch.

Access to Main 
Street Extension will still 
be open from N.C. 24, in 
both directions, and from 
Old Hammock Road.
Motorists who use 
this road, “should plan 
accordingly during this 
temporary closure,” the 
notice states.

Breakfast at a distance

Developing wetlands policy

Planning for the next thing
Church, businesses 

expect to begin 

return to ‘normal’
By Zack Nally

The novel coronavirus 
curve is flattening, but a 
focus group at Swansboro 
United Methodist Church is 
more concerned with get-
ting out ahead of it.

With the stay-at-home 
order tentatively slated to 
be lifting on May 8 and 
public spaces reopening, 
a group of niche profes-
sionals from the church are 
coming together to discuss 
how their church, and the 
community at large, should 
approach the transition.

“Until we get to whatev-
er kind of solution will be 
available, some things are 

going to have to look dif-
ferent,” the Rev. G. Kevin 
Baker, senior pastor, said. 
“We’re going to follow the 
governor’s orders and what-
ever directives are put in 
place by the county and the 
townships. There’s going 
to be phases to this thing. 
It’s not going to go away as 
quick as it came.”

On Thursday, April 23, 
Gov. Roy Cooper extended 
the state’s stay-at-home 
order, which was origi-
nally scheduled to expire 
on Wednesday, April 29. 
The state office explained 
in a press release that there 
has not been a “downward 
trajectory” in the number of 

daily coronavirus cases.
Like most across 

the country, the United 
Methodist Church has 

not held services in their 
facilities for over a month. 
Sermons and small group 
sessions have been held 

virtually via social media 
and conferencing tools like 

The Rev. G. Kevin Baker is put-
ting together a focus group to as-

sess the post-coronavirus transi-
tion.  (Photo contributed)

(See OPENING, page �)

As of May 5, there are 
49 people who have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
Onslow County, accord-
ing to the Onslow County 
Health Department. Of 
those, 39 have now recov-
ered.

Since last week, the 
county has recorded its sec-
ond COVID-19 fatality.

COVID Report


