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Mom and memories matter
CARTERET COUNTY
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POLL
QUESTION

Will you take the 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

J.E. Harrell Sr., Morehead 
City
Ricky Johnson, Beaufort
Hilda Carney, Newport
Elnora Cowart, Atlantic
Robert Hall, Newport

Joseph Smithwick, Newport
Betsy Bowen, Morehead City
Irene Lynchesky, Havelock
Jeffrey Payne Sr., Carteret 
County
Charles McKay Jr., Beaufort

MOREHEAD CITY

EMERALD ISLE

Morehead City plans 
fireworks, virtual crab 
pot drop for New Year’s Eve

Morehead City plans to hold a virtual crab pot 
drop New Year’s Eve in light of the coronavirus 
pandemic. (Downtown Morehead City Inc. photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Like many other events this year, 
New Year’s Eve celebrations will 
look a little different due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, but resi-
dents can still enjoy fi reworks and 
a virtual crab pot drop hosted by 
Downtown Morehead City Inc. to 
mark the occasion.

The virtual crab pot drop begins 
at 6 p.m. New Year’s Eve, which is 
Thursday, and will be livestreamed 
on the Town of Morehead City 
Facebook page. The virtual event 
is in lieu of the typical Downtown 
Countdown celebration that in-
volves an evening full of activities 
along the Morehead City water-
front for families to ring in the 
new year. 

Following the crab pot drop, 
Morehead City will set off fi re-
works at 6:30 p.m. from Sugar-
loaf Island. Residents can view the 
fi reworks from their homes or in 
vehicles, but offi cials discourage 
gathering in groups to watch. 

Other typical New Year’s Eve 
festivities were canceled this year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
including Beaufort’s Buccaneers 
New Year’s celebration. In addi-
tion, no other towns in Carteret 
County have announced plans for 
a fi reworks show. 

EMERALD ISLE

See SUIT Page 2A

BRAD RICH
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One of the 14 plaintiffs suing N.C. Gov. 
Roy Cooper over coronavirus closures of 
bars and nightclubs is Matthew Morel, 
owner of The Emerald Club off Highway 
58 in Emerald Isle.

The bar owners contend in the suit, fi led 
in Carteret County Superior Court, they 
have been treated unfairly by the governor 
and have suffered fi nancial losses because 
of the governor’s executive orders that 
forced closures during the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic, which began hitting the state 
in March.

They allege in the suit the governor’s 
orders have violated the state constitution, 
and seek fi nancial damages in excess of 
$25,000, plus whatever other compensation 
the court may deem necessary. They also 
seek a permanent injunction against the 
orders that closed their businesses, as well 
as against future orders that would do the 
same, plus a jury trial and payment to them 
of court costs.

The suit, which alleges neither the gov-
ernor nor the state legislature has constitu-

tional authority to prohibit individuals from 
making a living, names the governor as an 
offi cer of the state, not personally respon-
sible for the damages. 

The Emerald Isle bar owner is listed in 
the plaintiffs’ complaint as Wild Cherry, 
LN, L.L.C. His business is known locally 
as E-Club.

Mr. Morel said he met the other plaintiffs 
from across the state at a protest outside the 
governor’s mansion in Raleigh months ago. 
They all felt aggrieved and treated unfairly, 
he said, formed an association and chipped 
in what money they could to hire the attor-
ney who fi led the complaint, S.C. Kitchen 
of Raleigh.

Mr. Kitchen said he believes the case is 
novel because it challenges the emergency 
powers of the governor of the state and 
asks for a three-judge panel. He called the 
challenge to the emergency powers “a new 
question.”

Mr. Morel said his private bar, which 
is well known for live music and holding 
benefi ts for local causes, was completely 
closed for months before he was allowed to 
begin operating, mostly outside, in the fall, 

still under limits imposed by the state.
“I lost the whole summer: Memorial Day 

weekend, July 4, Labor Day,” he said. “And 
it’s a seasonal business. But I feel lucky. 
At least we have a big outdoor space so we 
could do some things.”

He set up tents with heaters and has been 
pleased to see his customers and friends 
return, but other bars like his, he said, don’t 
have an outdoor space to work with and 
have suffered more.

Mr. Morel said he wouldn’t have felt 
compelled to participate in the suit were 
it not for what he considers the inequity 
of the governor’s executive orders. Some 
bars were allowed to open earlier, those in 
hotels, for example, or in restaurants. But 
private bars, he added, have suffered the 
most, though their operations are little or no 
different than their more public cousins.

“We feel like we have a good chance,” 
Mr. Morel said of the suit. “All of us 
(plaintiffs) are just normal people trying 
to survive. Our attorney thinks we have a 
good chance.”

BRAD RICH
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Carteret County’s Shore 
Protection Offi ce hopes to 
work with state legislators 
in 2021 to get a recurring 
source of funds to help 
local governments pay for 
beach nourishment proj-
ects.

In an email, Greg 
Rudolph, manager of the 
offi ce, said, “This is a goal 
for us that has been evolv-
ing over the past decade-
plus.”

The effort increased 
when N.C. General Assem-
bly established the Coastal 
Storm Damage Mitigation 
Fund in 2018, he said, but 
that fund doesn’t have a 
recurring revenue stream, 
like the state’s Shallow 
Draft Navigation Chan-
nel Dredging and Aquatic 

Weed Fund. That fund gets 
revenue from boat registra-
tion fees and a portion of 
the marine gas tax to build 
up year after year. It helps 
pay for local dredging 
projects, usually on a two-
thirds state, one-third local, 
funding ratio.

Mr. Rudolph said the 
state’s beach towns and 
their legislators have been 
evaluating potential sources 
of recurring revenue for a 
nourishment fund and will 
make it a priority during 
the 2021 legislative session.

“This is not an easy task 
and (the coronavirus pan-
demic) has speckled uncer-
tainty deep into the recesses 
of all governments, adding 
more complexity to this 
broad, over-arching state 
funding goal,” he said.

He also noted the N.C. 

League of Municipalities’ 
latest draft of legislative 
goals includes a state fund-
ing beach initiative.

“We ... will likely ask for 
community/municipality 
help if the iron gets hot,” 
Mr. Rudolph said.

The league does list 
the issue as a goal under 
infrastructure needs. It 
states the goal is to “create 
a permanent and adequate 
funding stream for lo-
cal infrastructure needs 
... including roads, water, 
sewer, stormwater, parks 
and beaches,” all of which 
the league says are critical 
to economic development 
and job creation.

Funding assistance is 
needed, the league states, 
because many cities are 
growing fast, creating a 
constant need for invest-

EmeraldIslebarowner,othersfile
COVID-relatedsuitagainstCooper

Months ago, Emerald Club owner Matthew Morel put this message on his sign, letting patrons know how long his private bar had been closed because 
state coronavirus restrictions. Now, he’s part of a suit, with other bar owners, against N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper. (Contributed photo)

County to push effort to secure recurring state funds for beach projects

ment to keep up with 
growth.

Emerald Isle Com-
missioner Jim Normile, 
a member of the Carteret 

County Beach Commis-
sion, which advises Mr. 
Rudolph’s offi ce, has been 
working with the league on 
the nourishment fund issue.

Recent county nourish-
ment projects have used a 
combination of occupancy 

The Carteret County Shore Protection Offi ce and the N.C. League of Municipalities in 2021 will 
work with state legislators to try to secure a recurring source of state funds to help pay for beach 
nourishment projects, like this one on Bogue Banks last spring. (Contributed photo) 
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Wednesday 
Dec. 30

Thursday 
Dec. 31

Friday 
Jan. 1

Saturday 
Jan. 2

Sunday 
Jan. 3

Low 12:59 a.m. 1:39 a.m. 2:20 a.m. 3:04 a.m. 3:53 p.m.
2:06 p.m. 2:45 p.m. 3:26 p.m. 4:07 p.m. 4:50 p.m.

High 7:33 a.m 8:12 a.m. 8:53 a.m. 9:35 a.m 10:20 a.m

7:48 p.m. 8:29 p.m. 9:11 p.m. 9:57 p.m 10:48 p.m.
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