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Saturday will be most-
ly sunny with a chance 
for thunderhsowers on 
Sunday. High tempera-
tures will be in the mid-
80s and lows will be in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Denisse Mead, who 
was a student in Bailey 
Jones’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Vehicles restricted at Cedar Point park

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Avoiding debt is a key to wealth, Page 5

Morehead City resumes Alive at Five, Page 6

Swansboro All-Stars claim fifth, Page 8

Thousands of folks lined the 
streets of Swansboro on Monday, 
July 5, for a pyrotechnics display 
to celebrate Independence Day. 

Originally scheduled to take place 
on Friday, July 2, the threat of in-
clement weather forced postpone-
ment. (Carl Lewis photo)

Bombs bursting in air

Commentary

Drug tax 

unfairly 

targets 

poorest 

residents
By Isabel Shapiro

Recently, I tried and 
failed to pay the North 
Carolina Drug Tax. Turns 
out, failure was inevitable: 
It’s virtually impossible to 
pay this tax. So why is it 
still law?

The N.C. Drug Tax 
(known more formally 
as the Unauthorized 
Substances Tax) is a statu-
tory relic from the height 
of the War on Drugs. Like 
most features of that deeply 
flawed and unsuccessful 
effort, the Drug Tax allows 
the state to systematically 
pillage resources from low-
income communities and 
communities of color.

Since its passage in 
1989, the Drug Tax has 
legally required anyone 
who comes into possession 
of designated amounts of 
certain drugs to, within 48 
hours, buy stamps from the 
North Carolina Department 
of Revenue and affix them 
to the drug’s packaging. 
Mind you, this won’t save 
anyone from criminal 
charges. The stamps, in 
theory, will only prevent 
someone from having the 
deeply unpleasant experi-
ence (which thousands of 
North Carolinians endure 
every year) of discovering, 
sometimes years after the 

30 years down, 

Pearson exits

The Hammocks Beach State 
Park Visitors Center and ferry dock 
have been greatly enhanced as the 

state park has seen substantial 
growth over the last few decades. 
(Zack Nally photo)

By Zack Nally

When David Pearson started the 
Friends of the Hammocks and Bear 
Island Inc. group in 1990, his only prior-
ity was preventing the Swansboro state 
park from shutting down.

The 26-year-old real estate broker 
had heard from state Senator Billy Mills 
that a handful of parks across the state 
were going to be shut down, Hammocks 

Beach among them. He saw Friends 
groups being created for the state parks 
at Jockey’s Ridge in Nags Head and Fort 
Macon in Atlantic Beach, so he assem-
bled a group of Swansboro Rotarians and 
formed an organization that could help 
improve the park and give it more expo-
sure.

“At that time, there was just Bear 

(See UNFAIR, page �)
(See PEARSON, page �)

SAR 

chapter 

planned
An effort is underway 

to establish a Sons of the 
American Revolution 
Chapter in Onslow 
County.

Danny Hilton of 
Hubert is leading the 
effort.

The Sons of the 
American Revolution is 
open to any man who is 
a lineal descendant of an 
ancestor who supported 
the war for American 
independence.

“These ances-
tors are referred to as 
Revolutionary War 
Patriots and include 
those persons who 
fought in the military or 
militia, who provided 
supplies to the American 
cause, who served on 
political bodies sup-
porting the Revolution, 
or who signed oaths of 
support or similar acts,” 
according to information 
provided by Hilton.

“Junior” member-
ships are also available.

Call Hilton at (910) 
231-7318 for informa-
tion on joining.
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Municipal 

elections 

to proceed 

as planned
Filing underway for 

Swansboro board
By Jimmy Williams

Municipal elections 
will proceed as scheduled 
in Swansboro this year, 
despite a delay in the 
reporting of Census 2020 
information.

Swansboro’s election 
format is not affected by 
data in the census, accord-
ing to information from 
the N.C. State Board of 
Elections website, as pro-
vided by Jason Dedmond, 
Onslow County Board of 
Elections director.

Census information was 
delayed due to a couple of 
factors, according to pub-
lished reports, including 
issues caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Jacksonville, accord-
ing to the state board, will 
delay its municipal elec-
tions. The city council is 
elected based on wards, and 
the wards must be updated 
based on census data.

Despite the issues fac-
ing its county neighbor, 
Swansboro’s elections are 
apparently moving along 
smoothly.

“I don’t know about 
confusion,” Dedmond said 

in an email. “We haven’t 
received calls regarding it.”

Terms will end for three 
commissioners and the 
mayor this year. So four 
seats will be decided in 
November.

Mayor John Davis 
will complete his term in 
December.

Commissioner Pat 
Turner is at the end of 
her four-year term and 
Commissioners Laurent 
Meilleur and Larry Philpott 
are at the end of their two-
year terms.

Commissioners P.J. 
Pugliese and Frank Tursi 
are in the midst of their 
four-year terms.

Candidate filing in 
Onslow County began at 
noon on Tuesday, July 6, 
and will end at noon on 
Friday, July 16. Filing 
opened statewide on Friday, 
July 2, but Onslow County 
took off that day, and 
Monday, July 5, for the July 
4th  holiday. Election Day is 
Tuesday, Nov. 2, according 
to the N.C. State Board of 
Elections website.

While he did not say 

(See FILING, page �)

The Friends of the 
Hammocks and Bear 
Island will host a Business 
After Hours and member-
ship drive, 5:30-7 p.m., at 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park on Thursday, July 15.

The Friends is a citizens 
support group for the state 
park.

The open-house event, 
taking place under the 
Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce, is open to 
the public.

Call (910) 330-9570 for 
information.

FHBI event

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=80S&uuid=76bee606-5f87-5445-aa79-8e11c33367ee

