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The weekend weather 
will be wet on Saturday 
and clear on Sunday 
with highs in the low-80s 
and lows in the mid-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jasmine Terry, a student 
in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Look inside the N-T for your flag!

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

State Treasurer Dale R. Folwell offers advice on budgeting, Page 2

Onslow County’s budget for 2020-21 holds the line on tax rate, Page 3

COVID-19 pandemic forces town to cancel two events, Page 5

Though no damage was reported, Tropical Storm Arthur, 
the first named storm of the 2020 hurricane season, did drop 
a lot of rain on Swansboro. The National Weather Service 

information indicates the town had 2-3 inches of rainfall on 
Monday, May 18, which meant it was a good day for this 
duckling on Swansboro’s Water Street. (Carl Lewis photo)

Commentary

Federal 

Reserve

takes steps

to boost

economy
By Dave Kaplan

Anybody who has 
recently picked up a news-
paper now knows that the 
U.S. economy ended a 10-
year period when, through 
that period of time, it con-
tinually grew.

This all came to an 
abrupt halt in the first three 
months of 2020, when the 
GDP contracted by 4.8 per-
cent on an annualized basis. 
This economic news is not 
good; more sobering is the 
prediction, by most econo-
mists and other experts, 
that this contraction will be 
followed by an even more 
severe downturn in the fol-

lowing three months, when 
the fuller effects of the 
shutdown due to COVID-
19  are manifested.

It is good to know that 
the Federal Reserve is 
actively pursuing steps that 
can be used to bolster the 
economy. It has initiated 
policies to keep interest 
rates near zero, and pledged 
to use monetary policy tools 
to support the economy.

Among those tools is the 
continued buying of bonds, 
the result of which would 
be the provision of many 
funds to the banks so that 
they can continue to loan 

Park reopening 

is underway
By Jimmy Williams

Following guidance from the gover-
nor’s office and the Department of Health 
and Human Services, North Carolina’s 
state parks has increased recreational 
access and services, according to a press 
release. The loosening began on May 9.

And, although ferry service is still 
not available, there are ways for visi-
tors to reach Bear Island, the centerpiece 
of Hammocks Beach State Park in 
Swansboro, according to Ranger Sarah 
Kendrick, park superintendent.

Not only that, camping on Bear Island 
will be allowed again as of this week.

In the press release from the Division 
of Parks and Recreation, all the parks 
are working with state and local public 
health authorities to closely monitor the 
COVID-19 pandemic and use a phased, 
collaborative approach to increase access 
to North Carolina State Parks in a sys-
tematic manner.

The 29 state parks that were closed 
reopened most roads, trails, restrooms 
and some boat ramps. Some access areas 
may be closed, so visitors should check 
park webpages for details. Campgrounds, 
picnic shelters, swim areas, playgrounds, 
visitor centers, and other common gather-
ing areas will remain closed during this 
phase.

(See PANDEMIC, page �)
(See HAMMOCKS, page �)

Town 

yard 

waste 

pickup 

change
With a change to 

the town’s Unified 
Development Ordinance, 
Swansboro residents will 
get a break on having to 
cut and bundle limbs and 
branches for curbside 
pickup.

Jim Stipe, public 
works director, told com-
missioners the directive 
can be relaxed now that 
the town owns a grapple 
truck.

In a memo to the 
board at its May 11 
meeting, Stipe said, “The 
grapple truck eliminates 
the need for bundled 
yard waste and allows 
for limbs larger than the 
current 3-foot require-
ment for pickup.”

The text amendment 
amends the requirements 
to allow tree limbs up 
to 6 inches in diameter 
and 8 feet in length and 
eliminates the bundling 
requirement.

Furthermore, with 
new policy Stipe sug-
gested eliminating the 
yard waste roll-off con-
tainer, used by residents 
wishing to drive to the 
town hall campus to 
dispose of yard waste. 
Giving up the container 
will save the town about 
$4,800 a year.

The change was 
approved by a 5-0 vote.

Town commissioners 
met remotely on May 
11 utilizing the Zoom 
platform.

“The health and safety of employees, 
visitors, and residents of our state remain 
the highest priority as we move forward 
with easing restrictions at state parks. 
Park superintendents have examined each 
facility function and service provided to 
ensure those operations comply with pub-
lic health guidance. Cleaning procedures 
effective for COVID-19 disinfection are 
established and staff is trained to disin-
fect restrooms and high-touch areas. Park 
staff has Personal Protective Equipment 
to reduce the spread risk of COVID-19 
as they interact with the public and clean 
restrooms and other areas.

“The importance of our parks and 
trails to North Carolinians has become 

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro’s 2020-21 budget is 
a work in progress.

The most recent iteration, pre-
sented during the May 11 board of 
commissioners meeting, came in 
lower than the previous version, 
but apparently not low enough.

Originally, pre-coronavirus 
pandemic, the budget requested 
by department totaled $4,762,712. 
The manager-recommended version 
came in at $4,618,217. Once the 

COVID-19 shutdown/slowdown 
was in place and the economic 
forecast took a more somber turn, 
the manager’s recommendation was 
pared down to $4,276,671. That 
was the figure that Chris Seaberg, 
town manager, put before the com-
missioners on May 11.

“We’ve gone through and 
adjusted the projections on our 
revenue,” Seaberg told the commis-
sioners. Those projections take a 
decidedly “conservative” view, he 
said. And, he added, “We are cut-

ting off any new expenditures as of 
May 15.”

Adding uncertainty to the 
process is the fact that the efforts 
to slow the spread of COVID-19 
– businesses closing and people 
asked to stay at home – have fur-
ther clouded the economic picture.

“These are forecasted,” Seaberg 
said of the numbers presented by 
the experts. “They are not actual 
numbers.”

For example, the state has 
deferred vehicle tax collection, 

according to Seaberg. Other taxes 
collected by the state – funding that 
finds its way to the town – could 
also be delayed.

The state handles a variety of 
funding, according to Swansboro 
Finance Director Sonia Johnson.

Monies disbursed from the 
state, either directly or through 
Onslow County, include sales and 
use tax, motor fuel tax refund, util-
ity franchise tax, state and county 

Town seeks more cuts

A good day for ducks

Swansboro staff retools 2020-21 budget

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


