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by the numbersmarriages/divorces in carteret county

BOGUE BANKS

‘great demand’
See GLITCH Page 4A

Tammy Spencer, Newport
Mark Davis, Emerald Isle
Lynn Russell, Newport
Jose Herrera, Morehead City
Charles Daniels, Newport
William Nicely, Newport

Vladimir Toman, Swansboro
Tommy Hancock, Harkers Island
Carolyn Blevins, North Wilkesboro
Clarence McCallister, Hubert
Traci Williams, Newport

CARTERET COUNTY

See CENTER Page 4A

total marriages & divorces by year from 2010-2019
marriagesdivorces

20101,010
297 2011956
273 2012877
264 2013771
278 2014668
268 2015650

229 2016664
194 2017603
200

2018500
182

2019513
181

total population in carteret county  from 2010-2019
201066,697 201167,356
201267,729
201368,447
201468,730
201568,879
201668,890
201768,881
201869,524
201969,473

è17%
growth 1996-2019 in carteret co.
Percentage of growth from 1996 (57,983) to 

2019 (69,473) in Carteret County

è29%
growth 1996-2019 in north carolina

Percentage of growth from 1996 (7,500,671) 
to 2019 (10,488,084) in North Carolina

population in carteret county

Wednesday
June 9

Thursday 
June 10

Friday 
June 11

Saturday 
June12

Sunday 
June 13

Low 2:06 a.m. 2:45 a.m. 3:23 a.m. 4:01 a.m. 4:40 a.m.
1:32 p.m. 2:08 p.m. 2:45 p.m. 3:24 p.m. 4:04 p.m.

High 7:45 a.m 8:24 a.m. 9:02 a.m. 9:40 a.m. 10:20 a.m

8:09 p.m 8:45 p.m. 9:22 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 10:40 p.m.
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LOCAL GRADUATES FROM AROUND THE AREACroatan High SchoolEast Carteret High SchoolGramercy Christian SchoolWest Carteret High SchoolCarteret Community College Adult Education

Class of 2021
The 2021
Graduation 
section

STAFF REPORT
Carteret County offi cials reported 

55 new confi rmed cases of COVID-
19, though due to delayed reporting 
from the testing providers, the cas-
es, most of the individuals in those 
cases are reportedly recovered. 

In its Monday update, the County 
Health Department reported 16 ac-
tive cases of COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, up 
from 12 reported Friday. 

The overall total of confi rmed cas-
es since the onset of the pandemic 
rose from 5,118 recorded Friday 
to 5,173 as of Monday. Reportedly 
recovered cases rose by 51.

County Health Director Nina Oli-
ver told the News-Times due to the 
reporting delay, most of the individu-
als had already met their isolation 
period requirement when the health 
department received confi rmation 
of the cases. Of the 55 new cases 
reported to the health department 
since Friday, she said 47 had already 
met their isolation requirements and 
were considered recovered.

“We have seen many instances 
during this pandemic where there is 
delayed reporting from testing pro-
viders and this has occurred. This 
can be from those within our county 
lines and providers in other counties 
as well,” Ms. Oliver said. “With an 
increase in providers doing rapid 
antigen testing, we are seeing this 
happen more frequently.”

After the News-Times inquired 
about the increase in recovered 
cases, offi cials included the in-
formation in a comment on the 
Carteret County Health Department 
Facebook page.

One individual is hospitalized at 
Carteret Heath Care in Morehead 
City for COVID-related treatment, 
according to Monday’s update. 

Since last March, 57 county resi-
dents have died from COVID-19.

The vaccine is available and free 
to all individuals age 12 and older 
regardless of insurance status. To 
schedule an appointment with the 
health department, call 252-728-
8550, option 2. To fi nd a provider 
offering the shot near you, visit 
myspot.nc.gov.

County reports 16 
active cases, uptick 
in those recovered 
from COVID-19

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

A software “glitch” in two of fi ve payment 
kiosks at Emerald Isle’s two major beach access 
parking lots over Memorial Day weekend caused 
209 beachgoers to be overcharged.

Dwight Holmes, who lives off Highway 24 near 
Croatan High School, said Thursday he took his 
daughter to the Western Ocean Regional Access 
Monday, and the kiosk at the parking lot, operated 
by private company NCParking, charged him $6 

an hour, for a total of $12, instead of $4 per 
hour. 

The $4-per-hour rate is the maximum 
the system is supposed to charge there and 
at the Eastern Ocean Regional Access, 
applicable on holiday and event weekends 
every day during the peak summer tourism 
months. At other times, hourly rates are $2 
and $3.

Mr. Holmes complained to the town and 
the parking company in phone calls and 
emails and fi led a complaint with the state 
attorney general’s offi ce. 

“When something isn’t right, I don’t give 
up. I keep going,” he told the News-Times 

Thursday. “I and all the others should be reimbursed 
for this.”

By Friday, however, Mr. Holmes had been fully 
reimbursed his $12, and full refunds were also un-
derway for more than 700 others who parked in the 
lots those two days.

The town said it had been on top of the issue.
“The Town was aware of the issue (prior to your 

call and email). NCParking was working on the 
resolve as early as Monday May 31, 2021,” town 
manager Matt Zapp wrote in a Tuesday email to Mr. 
Holmes.

In another email to Mr. Holmes, Mr. Zapp blamed 
the problem on “a glitch with our subcontractor’s 
software. NCParking will do their very best to 
resolve this matter to your satisfaction.”

In an email Thursday afternoon to the News-
Times, Mr. Zapp said he agreed there were over-
charges and regretted it.

“The Town of Emerald Isle and its subcontrac-
tor take this issue very seriously,” he said. “Two ... 
kiosk machines were programmed to charge $6.00 
per hour. 

“Once aware of the programming issue, Emerald 

Software‘glitch’resultsinovercharges
forbeachparkersinEmeraldIsle[error]

CHERYL BURKE
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With the military considered the second 
largest business in North Carolina, area 
offi cials celebrated the grand opening Tues-
day of a North Carolina Military Business 
Center on the campus of Carteret Commu-
nity College.

The purpose of the center, or NCMBC, 
is to identify military and federal contract 
opportunities, source them to businesses in 
the region and state and help them compete 
for, win and grow jobs through federal 
contracts.

The center, housed in the Big Rock 
Career Center at CCC in Morehead City, 
is one of 15 located at community college 
campuses across the state, with the main 
branch headquartered at Fayetteville Tech-
nical Community College.

“The N.C. Military Business Center in-
stitution really helps bring federal money to 
this area,” Rep. Greg Murphy, R-N.C., said 
during the opening celebration, held in the 
CCC Hospitality and Culinary Arts Center.

He reported 40,000 people have moved 
into the state’s third congressional district, 
which he represents, over the past year.

“Many of those people will need jobs, 
and getting federal contracts can boost 
those efforts,” he said. “I believe the 
community college system is the network 
for small businesses to connect to those 
contracts.”

CCC President Dr. Tracy Mancini said 
she was “so pleased and proud to house this 
opportunity on our campus.”

She said since the fi rst center opened in 
2005, the NCMBC has assisted state-based 
businesses in winning more than 3,800 con-
tracts valued at more than $15 billion.

“That has generated more than $500 mil-
lion in tax revenues for the state of North 
Carolina,” she said.

Scott Dorney, executive director of the 
NCMBC for the state, said with North 
Carolina ranked third in the nation for mili-
tary personnel, there are billions of dollars 
in contracts available to businesses.

“The Department of Defense, other 
federal agencies and bases in North Caro-
lina represent tremendous opportunity for 
our state,” Mr. Dorney said. “There is a 
$66 billion impact on our state economy. 
There were over $9 billion in federal prime 
contracts in 2020. In Carteret County, there 
were over $40 million in federal contracts, 
including $28 million in DoD contracts.

“Our state has great business capacity, 
and there is great demand,” he continued. 
“What was missing was someone to bring 
those two together. The NCMBC is a great 
opportunity to bring demand and capacity 
together.”

He added that the NCMBC has four 
main goals: to help businesses win more 
government contracts, recruit more defense 
contractors to the state, help transitioning 
military personnel fi nd jobs and help busi-
nesses with technology transition.

He encouraged small businesses to not 
shy away from bidding on military con-
tracts because the center can help them with 
the complex process.

“There is not a lack of contract opportu-
nities, but too many businesses have self-
selected ‘no’ because they don’t understand 
the Department of Defense process,” he 
said. 

Randy Chandler, who now serves as 

Newcentertoconnectbusinesses
withfederalcontractopportunities

Congressman Greg Murphy shares his excitement Tuesday regarding the grand opening of a North 
Carolina Military Business Center on the campus of Carteret Community College.  (Cheryl Burke photo)
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