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T deland News

The Swansboro Historical 
Association invites the public 
to join members of the as-
sociation each Thursday for 
a free cup of coffee and a 
time of sharing, from 8 until 
9 a.m.

“Java and Jaw” takes 
place at the Swansboro Heri-
tage Center, 502 W. Church 
St. It is a time for folks to 
share stories of their life in 
Swansboro; show photos and 
artifacts; and just enjoy the 
center.

While center officials want 
to hear comments and share 
some of the “treasures” in 
the center, visitors are also 
welcome to bring their own 
historic artifacts to show 
and share, according to Joan 
Gerdsen, SHA member.

In addition to coffee there 
will be breakfast treats.

For more information on 
“Java and Jaw,” call (860) 
917-6075.

Share 

History

By Jimmy Williams

As Gene Heath, owner of Swansboro’s 
White Oak River Bistro, goes about the task 
of repairing damage caused by Hurricane 
Florence on the grounds of his waterfront res-
taurant, he is hoping to partner with the town 
in order to improve pedestrian access to the 
riverfront.

He took his plan to the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners on April 9.

“I’m trying to get our backyard open,” 

Heath told the panel. The grassy area – a popu-
lar spot for outdoor parties, wedding receptions 
and the like – and the adjacent bulkhead and 
boat docks were washed out during the hur-
ricane. As that work continues – through the 
construction of a new bulkhead and walkway 
along the waterfront – he wants to extend the 
bulkhead downriver, across Water Street to his 
parking lot. “I’d like to get an easement across 
Water Street,” he told commissioners.

Dock Walk plan 

getting a boost

Commentary

Remember 

the in-law 

on day

for mother

75¢

Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy, with highs in 
the low-80s and lows in 
the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Ava Silva, a student in 
Gabriela Juzgado’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

(Editor’s Note: Mother’s 
Day is Sunday, May 12.)
By Barry Fetzer

We joke about mothers-in-
law a lot in America. Most of 
the jokes revolve around how 
judgmental they are, expressing 
a “you’re not fit for my daugh-
ter” kind of attitude. Jokes 
aside, mothers-in-law are actu-
ally right about that I suppose. 
Thorns don’t really fit the rose, 
do they?

I’ve heard stories of bad 
mothers-in-law from friends 
and family and some of the 
stories are probably true to one 
degree or another, although it 
takes two to tango as the old 
adage goes. Yet while they must 
exist, bad mothers-in-law just 
haven’t been my experience. 
They’ve been like real mothers 
to me – not merely “in-law” 
mothers – and I’ve cherished 
the relationships I’ve enjoyed 

with them. I’ve been saddened 
when they were gone.

I wrote above “they’ve been 
like real mothers to me”… in 
other words a plurality of moth-
ers-in-law … because I’ve had 
two of them in my life, both of 
them blessings to me. My sec-
ond mother-in-law, Mary Burke, 
was the “Christmas Miracle 
Lady.”

Mary had recovered from a 
10-day or so comatose condi-
tion this past Christmas, during 
which she had very little to eat 
or drink, to participate in a fam-
ily Christmas celebration she 
did not want to miss. She was 
fully awake and cognizant and 
laughed and cried and saw all 
her kids, grandkids and great-
grandkids one more time that 
turned out to be the last time. 
More about Mary later.

I lost my first mother-in-
law, Gail Shirk, back in 1988 

In the Tideland ...
SHA ‘out of the box’ spring tour of farm goes great, Page 5

Swansboro snaps Croatan’s 18-game win streak, Page 9
Swansboro is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10
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(See OTHER, page �)
(See WALK, page �)

Sunset in Swansboro presents a colorful sky in the aftermath of a 
storm that rolled through the area on April 26. The photo, which was 

taken from the Swansboro causeway, is proof that there is calm after 
the storm.  (Carl Lewis photo)

The calm after the storm

The sidewalk is still damaged near 
the end of Water Street. Gene Heath 

hopes the walk can cross the street 
end. (Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

At the April 1 meeting of 
the Swansboro Planning Board, 
Laurent Meilleur questioned his 
fellow board members about 
the possibility of returning to 
work on amendments to the 
Swansboro sign ordinance.

“Does the planning board 
wish to provide any feedback to 
the board of commissioners on 
that?” he asked.

Meilleur was referring to 
the fact that the commissioners 
chose to delay any action.

Ralph Kohlmann, planning 
board chairman, responded.

“I don’t have any feedback 
from them,” Kohlmann said. 

“In my view, we did a pretty 
thorough review … they tabled 
it … it remains with them.”

A few days later, Meilleur 
posed a similar question to 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners at its April 9 
meeting, which prompted a 
brief discussion.

Speaking during the citizen 
comment section near the end 
of the meeting, Meilleur said, 
“I’m here asking a question 
about signs.”

He said the planning board 
started the process of rewriting 
the sign ordinances about two 
years ago. And, Meilleur noted, 
Brent Hatlestad, now a town 
commissioner, was a member of 

Signs on vehicles, “wraps,” are not covered in the 
proposed ordinance. (Williams photo)

Sign rule talks to follow budget
the planning board at the time.

Meilleur provided a brief 
recap of the process, which 
started with the planning board 
meeting with citizens and mem-
bers of the business community 
to come up with a proposed 
amendment that the commis-
sioners rejected.

Commissioners, after a 
joint meeting with the planning 
board, then asked the planning 
board to revisit the sign ordi-
nance, which the planning board 
did, according to Meilleur.

“We spent hours on this,” he 
said. “Again, we came up with a 
set of recommendations.”

(See WALK, page �)

Swansboro Branch Library 
will offer a program on working 
with buttercream icing under 
the direction of Bernadette 
Kozlowski, a Culinary Institute 
of America Baking and Pastry 
chef.

The program, Books and 
Buttercream, will be May 23 at 
4 p.m. and advance registration 
is required.

For information, call (910) 
326-4188.

Chef at SBL


