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Winter entertaining need not 
end once Christmas and New 
Year’s Day have come and gone. 
Getting together with friends and 
family is still possible even if the 
weather outside is frightful. 

When Mother Nature takes a 
chilly turn, those who don’t want 
the party to end can consider the 
following entertaining ideas.
• Indulge in sweet treats. 
Comfort foods can make even the 
blusteriest winds easier to tolerate. 

Gatherings of family and 
friends are a big part of the 
holiday season. Hosting such 
gatherings can be a great way 
to show loved ones how much 
you appreciate them, and host-
ing also saves hosts the trouble 
of traveling during one of the 
most hectic travel seasons of 
the year.

When hosting a large crowd 

at home, space can be a diffi-
cult hurdle to clear. However, a 
few helpful strategies can help 
space-starved hosts pull off a 
holiday soiree where everyone 
is comfortable.
• Pare down the menu. 
Holiday feasts don’t have to 
resemble medieval banquets 
with excessive amounts of food 

Dogs, cats, birds and lizards 
have evolved from wild ani-
mals and outdoor companions 
to become beloved, largely 
domesticated members of the 
family. 

The number of pets in 
homes across the country 
continues to grow. According 
to Statista, as of March 2017, 
94.2 million cats and 89.7 mil-
lion dogs were estimated to 
live in the United States as 
pets. 

Canada’s Pet Wellness 
report estimates that there are 
approximately 7.9 million 
cats and 5.9 million dogs in 
Canada. 

Over time, pet owners 

grow accustomed to their pets’ 
antics, messes and even their 
odors. Dealing with smells 
is par for the course for pet 
owners, and many become 
desensitized to certain com-
mon smells. But when com-
pany is on the way or people 
are thinking about selling 
their homes, pet odors must 
be addressed. 

Even though it will take 
effort, homeowners can fresh-
en their homes and eliminate 
unpleasant pet-related smells.
• Find ways to ventilate. 
Odors can build up inside 
closed environments and prove 
overpowering. Opening win-
dows when applicable, using 

exhaust fans and encouraging 
cross-breezes can air certain 
odors from the home.
• Clean frequently. Cats 
and dogs can leave behind 
fur, dander, food messes and 
more. Eliminating the debris 
that pets create can reduce 
odors. Sweeping, vacuum-
ing and mopping floors can 
help, as well. Don’t forget to 
vacuum draperies and furni-
ture and consider purchasing 
cleaning appliances specifi-
cally designed for homes with 
pets.
• Keep on top of accidents 
and litter boxes. Puppies and 
even adult dogs may have 
their share of accidents. Cats 

may avoid litter boxes if they 
are not cleaned frequently and 
then soil around the house. 
Be sure to clean up pet waste 
messes promptly. Baking soda 
and vinegar solutions are all-
natural ways to clean up and 
can help remove urine odors 
more readily. Also, look for 
safe deodorizing cleaning 
products that can be used on 
carpeting, flooring and uphol-
stery.
• Purchase an air purifier. 
Air purifiers can help remove 
odors and allergens from the 
air. They’re relatively inex-
pensive and can be placed in 
rooms that pets frequent.

Clutter can be a major source of stress 
that affects how individuals feel about their 
spaces. Psychology Today indicates messy 
homes and work spaces can contribute to 
feelings of helplessness, anxiety and over-
whelming stress. 

Clutter bom-
bards the mind 
with excessive 
stimuli, makes 
it more difficult 
to relax and 
can constantly 
signal to the 
brain that work 
is never done.

T a c k l i n g 
messes, no 
matter where 
they are lurk-
ing, is not a one-time project. Much like 
losing weight and getting healthy, clearing 

Feeling safe and secure at home is a pri-
ority for any homeowner. But safety is of 
particular concern for aging men and women 
who are at greater risk of being involved in 
accidents at home than younger men and 
women.

Harvard Health Publishing says accidents 
at home are among the leading causes of 
injury and death in the United States. 

The chances for fatalities increases as 
one ages, and by age 75 and older, men and 
women are almost four times as likely to die 

Invite people over for a dessert 
party. At a dessert potluck party, 
everyone brings along a favor-
ite decadent dessert, from molten 
lava chocolate cake to warm bread 
pudding. Serve alongside tea, cof-
fee and hot chocolate. Adults can 
enjoy the added punch of spiked 
beverages, which can warm every-
one up instantly.

• Get physical. Get physically 
active with friends or family mem-
bers by staging mock Olympic 
events in the yard. These can be 
fun “sports” created by partici-
pants or variations on fun winter 
activities. Sledding races, snow-
ball dodging contests, ice skating 

Coffee enjoyed with a group of friends can warm hearts on cold 
winter days. (File photo)

Keep entertaining on wintry days

See Wintry / Page 4C

HOLIDAY HOSTING

Banish pet odors in time for parties with these ideas

See Odors / Page 2C

Indoor pets are a blessing, but they often come with 
funky smells. Cleaning frequently helps pet owners 
stay on top of the smell and avoid abandoning their 
social lives. (File photo)

Hosting holiday events in a small space may seem like a daunting task, but paring down the menu and not overdoing 
holiday decorations are some ways to make hosting a party easier. (File photo)

Small spaces 
hold big fun

See Hosting / Page 4CConquer it with following tips:

Make homes 
safer with 
renovations

See Safer / Page 2C

Organize, 
declutter 

room-by-room

a home of clutter requires dedication and 
lifestyle changes. 

With these organizational tips and tricks, 
anyone can work through their home room-
by-room and conquer clutter.

Find a place for everything
Clutter creeps up as people accumulate 

possessions over the years. Over time, fail-
ure to regularly go through belongings and 
thin the herd can lead to the accumulation 
of clutter. But clutter also can accumulate 
if people fail to find a place to put items. 
Racks for garages, organizational systems 
for closets and furniture with storage capac-
ity, such as storage ottomans, are some 
storage solutions that can help people find a 

See Organize / Page 3C

Inside:
Find more 

ways to take 
on clutter. 

Pages 3,5C

COUNTY VOTERS BEAT 2017 TURNOUT
ELECTION 2019

1,442 cast 
ballots early

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — About 1,000 more 
people voted in this year’s municipal 
elections than in 2017 races, elections 
officials said Tuesday, but voter turnout 
was still under 20% of all registered vot-
ers in Carteret County.

Tuesday was municipal Election Day 
for 11 towns throughout Carteret County: 
Atlantic Beach, Beaufort, Bogue, Cape 
Carteret, Cedar Point, Emerald Isle, 
Indian Beach, Morehead City, Newport, 
Pine Knoll Shores and Peletier. 

Preliminary election results released 
Tuesday night show 4,600 total ballots 
were cast, representing 19.64% of the 
county’s registered voters. 

Of those, 1,442 voters took advantage 
of one-stop early voting and 11 sent in 
absentee by mail ballots.

County Board of Elections Director 
Caitlin Sabadish, who has only been in 
her position on staff for about two weeks, 
said her first election seemed to go well, 
with few problems reported by the coun-
ty’s 17 precincts. 

CARTERET COUNTY — Below 
are Tuesday’s unofficial results in the 
2019 municipal election races.

The unofficial winners in each race 
are in bold. The symbol (i) denotes an 
incumbent candidate. 

These results do not include some 
absentee and provisional ballots and will 
not be certified by the County Board 
of Elections until Canvass Day, Friday, 
Nov. 15.

Atlantic Beach Mayor:
• A.B. (Trace) Cooper III (i): 386, 

98.22%
• Write-ins: 7, 1.78%

Atlantic Beach Council (5 seats):
• Harry Archer (i): 262, 14.05%
• M.J. Forrest: 263, 14.10%
• Rich Johnson (i): 301, 16.14%
• Danny Navey (i): 289, 15.5%
• Richard Porter Jr. (i): 236, 12.65%
• Joseph Starling: 208, 11.15%
• Austin Waters (i)
• Write-ins: 6, .32%

Beaufort Mayor:
• Everette S. (Rett) Newton (i): 510, 

96.05%
• Write-ins: 21, 3.95%

Beaufort Commission (3 seats):
• John Hagle (i): 367, 23.23%
• Sharon Harker (i): 487, 30.82%
• Marianna Hollinshed (i): 383, 

24.24%
• Kenneth W. Humphrey: 136, 8.61%
• Heather Poling: 200, 12.66%
• Write-ins: 7, .44%

Bogue Mayor:
• Robert O’Chat: 62, 98.41%
• Write-ins: 1, 1.59%

Bogue Council (3 seats):
• Richard W. Dougherty: 45, 

28.48%
• Herbert F. Page (i): 55, 34.81%
• Albert Taylor: 57, 36.08%
• Write-ins: 1, .63%

Cape Carteret Mayor:
• Will Baker: 265, 50.09%
• Charlie Evans: 264, 49.91%
• Write-ins: 0

Cape Carteret Commission (3 seats):
• Don Miller (i): 374, 27.54%
• Jim Nalitz: 342, 25.18%
• Patricia Ruddiman: 228, 16.79%
• Jeff Waters: 409, 30.12%
• Write-ins: 5, .37%

Cape Carteret referendum ques-
tion: Shall the ordinance adopted by 
the Town of Cape Carteret on Oct. 8, 
2018, which would change the Town’s 
form of government from the current 
Council-Manager form of government 
(Town Manager), to a Mayor-Council 
form of government, be approved? 
• Yes: 155, 29.81%
• No: 365, 70.19%

Cedar Point Mayor:
• Scott Hatsell (i): 245, 96.08%
• Write-ins: 10, 3.92%

Cedar Point Commission (2 seats):
• Gary Alan Bray: 169, 32.38%
• Neil A. Foose Jr.: 13, 2.49%
• Paul Garavaglia: 96, 18.39%
• Joshua Reilly: 84, 16.09%
• Frankie Winberry (i): 156, 

29.89%
• Write-ins: 4, .77%

Emerald Isle Commission (3 seats):
• Steve Finch (i): 567, 24.86%
• Joe Flowers: 101, 4.43%
• Pat Lister: 388, 17.01%
• Jordan Madorsky: 124, 5.44%
• Floyd Messer Jr. (i): 565, 24.77%
• Jim Normile (i): 525, 23.02%

UNOFFICIAL 
RESULTS

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Two 
incumbents and a newcomer won 
seats on the city council of the 
county’s largest municipality, but 
with only seven votes deciding 
the race, yet-to-be-counted provi-
sional and absentee ballots could 
still change the final outcome.

David Horton, who previous-
ly served on the Morehead City 
Council from 2005-11, garnered 
the most overall votes for a spot 

on the council. The former coun-
cilman, who ran an unsuccessful 
bid for mayor in 2015, received 
648 votes, or 23.74% of the total 
vote.

Incumbent Bill Taylor had the 
next largest share of the vote, with 
541 ballots cast in his favor for 
19.82% of the total. Incumbent 
Diane Warrender received 520 
votes, 19.05% of the total.

Trailing Ms. Warrender by 
only seven votes was newcomer 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES 
— The preliminary results are in, 
and in a three-way mayoral race 
this year, incumbent Mayor Ken 
Jones appears to be reelected.  

After the polls closed at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, 446 ballots had 
been cast at the polls. The early 
mayoral votes totaled 86, accord-
ing to the N.C. State Board of 
Elections website er.ncsbe.gov. 

Mayor Jones received 231 
votes, 30 of which were early 
votes. Mayoral candidate Robert 

Cox received 174, 30 of which 
were early, and mayoral candi-
date Peggy Young received 125, 
26 of which were early. 

These results are prelimi-
nary. The final results will be 
announced on Canvas Day, which 
is Friday, Nov. 15. 

Mayor Jones said he’s happy 
with the results of the election. 

“It was a good campaign, hard-
fought,” he said Tuesday after the 
preliminary election results were 
announced. “I’m looking forward 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — One 
vote decided Cape Carteret’s 
mayor’s race, according to pre-
liminary figures. 

Mayoral Candidate Will 
Baker garnered a ballot count 
of 265, while his opponent, 
current commissioner Charlie 
Evans, secured 264 votes. 

“I’m pretty shocked,” Mr. 
Baker said. “I’m sure there will 
be a recount.” 

Ballot canvassing is sched-
uled for Friday, Nov. 15. 

Cape Carteret’s sole incum-
bent commissioner in the race, 
Don Miller, managed to secure 
his seat in a town election filled 
with newcomers and challeng-
ers. 

Mr. Miller, along with Jim 
Nalitz and Jeff Waters, secured 
the available three seats, leav-
ing Patricia Ruddiman the odd-
woman-out of Tuesday’s town 

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Beaufort 
incumbents swept Tuesday’s 
elections in one of the county’s 
most hotly contested races. 

While incumbent Mayor 
Everette Newton ran an uncon-
tested campaign, incumbent 
Commissioners John Hagle, 
Sharon Harker and Marianna 
Hollinshed had to defend their 
seats from challengers Kenneth 
Humphrey and Heather Poling. 

Initial figures show Mayor 
Newton garnered a ballot 

count of 510 votes. Incumbent 
commissioners John Hagle, 
Sharon Harker and Marianna 
Hollinshed garnered a respec-
tive 367, 487 and 383 votes 
while challengers Kenneth 
Humphrey and Heather Poling 
secured a respective 136 and 
200 votes. 

Mr. Hagle reacted to all 
the incumbents winning their 
respective races. 

“It’s been a great honor and 
privilege to work together with 

A voter moves from registration to the voting booth Tuesday inside the Morehead City No. 3 polling site at the Church of 
the Nazarene. (Dylan Ray photo)

For more coverage of 
municipal election results, 

see Pages 4-5A 
in today’s edition.

CC elects Baker 
in tight race

Horton ousts 
Walker from council

Incumbents win 
  big in Beaufort

Ken Jones back 
as PKS mayor

See Results / Page 4A

See CC / Page 4A See MHC / Page 5A

See Beaufort / Page 4A See PKS / Page 4A

See Voters / Page 5A
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