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Peletier commission rezones Silver Creek
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

PELETIER — Three 
months after he first pitched 
the planning board a proposal 
to rezone Silver Creek Golf 
Course for a major residen-
tial development, owner Eddie 
McNeill got his wish Monday 
night.

Town commissioners, during 
their monthly meeting in town 
hall off Highway 58, voted 2-1 
for the controversial proposal 
to rezone the 200 acres from B-
1 (business) to R-20 (residen-
tial, minimum lot size 20,000 
square feet).

Commissioner Larry Rhue 
made the motion to approve the 

change, and got support from 
Commissioner Dan Taylor. 
Alice Dunn voted in the minor-
ity, and Commissioner David 
Bragg was absent.

Commissioner Bill Norris 
– who Mayor Dale Sowers 
revealed Monday night had 
submitted his resignation from 
the panel effective March 19 

– was not at the meeting, and 
Mayor Sowers votes only to 
break ties.

The board had voted 3-2 in 
favor of the rezoning request 
at its March meeting, but it 
needed a supermajority of at 
least four of five votes to pass 
on first reading.

This time, on second read-

ing, it needed only a majority 
and that’s what it got, with no 
debate among board members.

There was no public hearing 
this week, as one was held in 
February. 

Mr. Norris, who voted with 
Ms. Dunn against the rezoning 
in March and whose seat is up 
for election in November, said 

in an interview Tuesday that 
he resigned mainly because he 
was in his 16th year on the 
panel, had been on the planning 
board for a few years before 
that and wants to “enjoy my 
retirement.”

But he was clearly frustrated 

Trial opens in 2016 slaying Enthusiasts
foster love
of aircraft
in students
Program connects
high schoolers, airport

DSS marks Child Abuse Prevention Month

County Department of Social Services social work pro-
gram manager Pam Stewart speaks during the Pinwheels for 
Prevention ceremony held Monday in front of the county court-
house in Beaufort to kick off April as National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Pam Stewart 
has investigated hundreds of child 
abuse cases in her 29 years with 
the County Department of Social 
Services.

The DSS social work program 
manager said in 2018 the agency 
screened 827 child abuse, neglect 
or dependency reports, and it’s 
never easy. She hopes for a day 
when there will be fewer cases to 
handle.

“Child abuse is not an isolated 

problem,” Ms. Stewart said during 
a Pinwheels for Prevention cere-
mony held Monday at Courthouse 
Square. “It affects each of us, and 
it is only through each of us that 
child abuse can be prevented. Get 
involved.”

DSS and the County Guardian 
Ad Litem program co-hosted 
Pinwheels for Prevention to kick 
off April as National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

After brief comments by Ms. 
Stewart, those attending created 
a pinwheel garden in front of 

the courthouse. Representatives 
from Rape Crisis, the foster parent 
program, DSS and Guardian Ad 
Litem attended.

As a follow-up to the kick-off 
event, the County Department of 
Human Services will hold a march 
through Beaufort beginning at 10 
a.m. Tuesday to highlight the need 

to prevent child abuse. Those 
wanting to march should gather at 
the front entrance of DSS at 210 
Craven St. in Beaufort.

Those participating in the 
march are invited to wear blue, 
as the color represents National 

See DSS / Page 5A

ABOVE: David Godwin, center, peeks up from the floor to look at Judge Joshua WIlley Monday at the courthouse in Beaufort. BELOW: Defense 
attorney Ernest L. Conner Jr. of Greenville speaks with family members of Mr. Godwin in attendance Monday. (Dylan Ray photos)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The murder trial of David 
Isaiah Godwin began in Carteret County Criminal 
Superior Court Monday.

Mr. Godwin, 28, of Newport, is accused of kill-
ing Wendy Rae Tamagne, 38, then dismembering 
her body in her home at Country Club Apartments 
in Morehead City in the early morning of July 4, 
2016. If found guilty of first degree murder, he 
could face life in prison or the death penalty.

Assistant district attorneys David Spence and 
Ashley Eatmon are prosecuting the case, while 
Mr. Godwin is represented by attorneys Philip 
Clarke III and Ernest Conner Jr. Judge Joshua 
Willey is presiding over the trial, with proceed-
ings expected to last about two weeks.

The attorneys made their opening statements 
Monday to a panel of 15 jurors, selected last 
week. In the court sessions since, the state has 
called a number of witnesses to testify, including 
Ms. Tamagne’s friends and family, law enforce-
ment officers who responded to the scene and 
others who saw Ms. Tamagne and Mr. Godwin in 

See Slaying / Page 4A

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — County high school students 
received a crash course in aviation from staff 
and volunteers at Michael J. Smith Field Airport 
Tuesday morning. 

The annual meet and greet between students 
and airport users is part of East and West Carteret 
high schools’ Project Lead the Way program, 
according to Michael Helm, an instructor who 
attended Tuesday’s event. 

“It’s … basically a program that schools 
purchase to introduce kids into the world of 
engineering,” Mr. Helm said. “We’re just touring 
(the Michael J. Smith Field) because part of the 
curriculum talks about planes, flying and all of 
the science behind why you can take an aircraft 
… and make it float in the air.” 

Mr. Helm said Project Lead the Way teaches 
kids about the science behind flying. 

“They learn about … the propellers,” Mr. 
Helm said. “They have to learn about the power 
plants and landing gear and the basic functional-
ity of (an aircraft). They also learn about how the 
functionality of an airport runs.” 

Mr. Helm said familiarizing students with the 
technical aspects of flying is particularly impor-
tant for those who want to enter the field. 

“If you’re on the road and your car breaks 
down, you can just pull over,” Mr. Helm said. 
“But if you’re flying an airplane and your air-
plane breaks down… So they learn to get an idea 
of what that’s about.”

   Mr. Helm said this marks the fourth time 
students have come out to visit the airport. 

“The first time was with (managers) Joe Jones 
and then with Russell (Overman),” Mr. Helm 
said. “So (Renee Rogers) is the third manager in 
about four years.” 

Many of the participating students have tenta-
tive plans to enter the aviation field themselves. 

“I’m really interested in the mechanical fea-
tures of aircraft,” said Brian Doyle, 17, a student 
at West Carteret High School. “I want to go on (a 
military) base and work on aircrafts eventually. 
A lot of students want to get into the aeronauti-
cal field and I feel really lucky to be able to do 
this.” 

After giving students a history about the 
airfield, speakers, which included Ms. Rogers, 
Tailwind Avionics owner Steven Ponder and 
Richard Shapero, spoke to students about best 
practices to break into the aviation industry. 

Mr. Shapero said a significant aspect of this 
See Airport / Page 5A
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Betty Schneider, Emerald Isle
Edward Barrowman, Beaufort
Kathleen Russell, Swansboro
Chester Gayhart, Swansboro
Shirley Hunter, Morehead City
Agnes Simpson, Morehead City
Susan Oettinger, Morehead City
Jessie Watson Jr., Swansboro
Bobbie Snyder, Morehead City
Richard Geissinger, Morehead City

CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

����������
�������

�������

����������������������������������

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

This weekend, the air around Newport Community Park will be filled once again with the smell of 
barbecue and the sound of live music at the annual Newport Pig Cookin’ Contest. 

The contest is Friday and Saturday at the park next to town hall and Newport Public Library 
on Howard Boulevard. 

Over the years, the pig cookin’ has raised money for charities, and this year organizers hope to hit 
a special milestone.

Newport Pig Cookin’ Committee President Jim Bristle said they expect to hit the $1 million mark 
in procceds raised since the event’s inception. 

“Preparations are going good,” Mr. Bristle said, “if we can get the weather to cooperate with us. We 
have 22 different organizations volunteering this year. Hopefully we’ll have every job covered.” 

The contest will kick off at 6 p.m. Friday and  run until 10 p.m. Judging will begin bright and early at 
8 a.m. Saturday. The contest will continue through the day until 5:30 p.m. 

The event will feature rides and crafts, as well as live music. Fab the Band will perform from 6:30 to 
10 p.m., Friday. On Saturday, Touch of Grace will perform from 9 to 10 a.m., followed by Smokehouse 
Band from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Finally, North Tower will perform from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Mayor Dennis Barber seemed to share Mr. Bristle’s hopeful outlook for the contest this year. 
“I think the Newport Pig Cookin’ Contest is going to be a big celebration for people who need help (this 

year),” Mayor Barber said. 
The contest, which is the largest whole-hog pig cooking contest in North Carolina, is volunteer oper-

ated. Contestants compete for a trophy and cash prizes, their pigs getting chopped up into barbecue plates 
sold to those who attend the event. 

Last year’s first-place winner was David Grandy of Morehead City, who took home a $1,000 cash 
prize. 

The money raised is donated to local charities and organizations. 
Mr. Bristle said while there are fewer organizations volunteering to help run the contest this year, they 

“will keep moving forward” with the volunteers they have. 

41 YEARS SEES 
NEARLY $1M

IN DONATIONS

TOP ROW, 
FROM LEFT: 
A plate of 
Eastern North 
Carolina style, 
vinegar based, 
pulled-pork 
barbecue is 
ready for eat-
ing after last 
year’s contest. 
Adalyn Gyure 
of New Bern 
samples the 
local fare dur-
ing the 38th 
annual event 
at Newport 
Community 
Park. Pig 
Cookin’ volun-
teer George 
Bryson with 
St. James 
United 
Methodist 
Church in 
Newport mixes 
a batch of 
freshly sea-
soned, cooked 
and chopped 
pork  as the 
lines begin 
to form dur-
ing a previous 
year’s contest. 
(Dylan Ray 
photos) 

FEATURE: 
Judges exam-

ine a slow-
cooked pig 
at a previ-

ous Newport 
Pig Cookin’ 
Contest at 

Newport 
Community 

Park. This 
year’s event is 

set to return to 
the park Friday 

and Saturday. 
(Mike Shutak 

photo)

See Years / Page 2C

AN AREA TRADITION SERVES CHARITIES
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