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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-50s and 
lows in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Colton Patricelli, who 
is a student in Sharon 
Russell’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret alters planning board

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Charitable Ant continues offering advice on achieving wealth, Page 5

State OKs funding for installing sidewalks but questions remain, Page 9

Sand Ridge students discuss how they spend a cold winter day, Page 10

Parishioners lined up in their vehicles on Broad Street for 
Drive-Through Eucharist at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal 

Church on Jan. 31. About 60 parishioners celebrated com-
munion. (Pete Rulon photo)

Church during COVID

Commentary

Republican 

party change 

threatens 

legitimacy
By Rob Schofield 

For much of its early 
history the Democratic 
Party was – particularly in 
the South – the home of 
racism and white suprem-
acy. A half century ago, 
the bigoted and conserva-
tive governor of Alabama 
– George Wallace – won 
several primaries, includ-
ing North Carolina, in 
the contest for the 1972 
Democratic presidential 
nomination.

Conversely, for much 
of its early history, the 
Republican Party – the 
party of Lincoln, emanci-
pation and Reconstruction 
– was the party of Black 
Americans. It was 
Roosevelt’s New Deal that 

really hastened the switch, 
but as recently as the 1970s, 
Massachusetts was repre-
sented in the U.S. Senate 
by a man named Edward 
Brooke, who was Black, 
liberal and a Republican.

Today the situation has 
changed dramatically. In 
2021 all the Wallaces are 
now Republicans and all 
the Brookes are Democrats.

And while it seems 
likely that things will have 
undergone all manner of 
new and unforeseen chang-
es 50 years hence, it’s also 
not an exaggeration to say 
that the Republican Party 
of today has arrived at a 
watershed moment – both 
for itself and the nation.

Park trail offers 

Frisbee golf

A boardwalk on the trail at the 
Emerald Isle Woods Park crosses 

a small swamp. (Zack Nally pho-
to)

Editors note: This story is part of an 
ongoing series of trail descriptions in and 
around the community.

By Zack Nally

The best way to keep up with those 
New Year’s fitness resolutions is to get 
outside and get some exercise.

There are plenty of outdoor spaces 
– parks, beaches and trails – scattered 
around to get those steps and those miles 
in the log. One of those outdoor spaces is 

the Emerald Isle Woods Park, a series of 
trails I took through the cold on Monday, 
Jan. 25, that take advantage of varied 
vegetation, elevation changes and recre-
ational options.

The Emerald Isle Woods Park is 
unique for groomed walking/running 
trails in that it’s not a part of a National 
Forest or a State Park but rather an asset 
of the town. Set off Coast Guard Road at 
the western tip of Bogue Banks, the park 

(See EVOLVING, page �)(See TRAIL, page �)

Auction 

to follow 

chance 

to claim 

property
The Emerald Isle 

Police Department is 
disposing of unclaimed 
found and recovered 
property.

Numerous items of 
property will be sold at 
electronic auction by 
the department if not 
claimed by owners by 
March 8, according to a 
notice from the town.

The property includes 
wallets, purses, clothing 
items, car keys, door 
keys, telephones, back-
packs, fishing equip-
ment, bicycles and tools.

The town reserves 
the right to delete or “No 
Sale” any item or items. 
All items are sold “as-is” 
“where-is,” and all sales 
are final.

The property may be 
viewed on the web at 
www.govdeals.com.

Call (252) 354-2021 
for information.

Houses of worship have to be creative
By Jimmy Williams

Motorists on Swansboro’s 
Broad Street were probably bewil-
dered by the traffic as they traveled 
on the morning of Jan. 31. They 
had come upon a “Drive-Through 
Eucharist.”

Organized by the Rev. Michelle 
Bullock, rector of St. Peter’s by-
the-Sea Episcopal Church, she said 
Communion was shared with about 
60 parishioners in the 25 or 30 
vehicles.

“It was an hour-and-a-half of 
steady cars,” she said.

Such is church life in the time 
of a global pandemic.

For Bullock, who started the 
job as rector in January 2020, there 
was precious little “normal” before 
the threat of COVID-19 forced 
hers, and every church, into a mode 
of operation that put an emphasis 
on parishioner safety.

“I had a few good, normal 
weeks,” she said. But after about 
nine or 10 of those weeks, COVID-
19 shut the regular church down.

“It has looked different through-
out the pandemic,” Bullock said, 
about a year after stay-at-home, 

social-distancing, hand-washing 
and mask-wearing became part of 
the vernacular. “We have not con-
ducted a service inside the building 
since March.”

The church building itself – she 
cited the building’s age and ven-
tilation capabilities – as well as 
the age of the parishioners were 
enough to convince the lay leaders 
of the church that it would be wise 
to avoid holding services inside.

“We have young families,” 
Bullock said. However, a number 
of the parishioners are 75 and older. 
And that is a demographic that is 

most susceptible to the devastating 
effects of COVID-19. “We have to 
take a different approach.”

Still, Bullock and the church 
continue on.

“Throughout the summer, we 
were outdoors,” she said of Sunday 
services. Then as Thanksgiving and 
the Christmas season approached, 
the church leaders made the deci-
sion to go online-only. The fear 
was that as the rate of infection 
began to creep up, the possibility of 
a spread at the church crept up too.

(See FINDING, page �)


