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Governor’s decision keeps 
gyms closed, owners upset

Phase 2 of N.C. Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s coronavirus restric-
tions easing is calling to keep 
the state’s gyms closed, despite 
extensive preparations for the 
opposite. 

Owners and operators of 
Sports Center of Morehead 
City, Anytime Fitness of More-
head City and The GYM at 
Cape Carteret Aquatic Center 
were all anticipating opening 
Friday when the next phase of 
re-openings was slated to take 
effect.

There was unmistakable dis-
satisfaction by the businesses 
and their patrons Wednesday 
when a press release from the 
governor’s office precluded the 
opening of the state’s health 
clubs and gyms during Phase 
2, expected to last at least five 
weeks. 
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Clayton Howard, Montana
Jeanie Swain, Mill Creek
Micah Futch, Asheville
Eugene Edwards, Fayetteville
George Griffin, Havelock
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POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
stipulation that in order to 
reopen, restaurants must 
“create a daily log of cus-
tomers and maintain that 
daily log for 30 days, includ-
ing telephone/email contact 
information and time in?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the  

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Ann Seyfert, Morehead City
Ruth Mottolo, Mill Creek
Benny Green, Morehead City
Jessie Leasure, Rocky Mount

Pine Knoll officials lower 
proposed tax increase

Town officials continue to 
work on the budget propos-
als, with commissioners now 
supporting a 1-cent property 
tax rate increase instead of a 
2-cent hike. 

The board of commissioners 
met online for its regular board 
meeting May 13. The late 
Mayor Ken Jones was present 
for the meeting. Mayor Jones 
unexpectedly died May 14. 

During the meeting, the 
board discussed the draft fiscal 
year 2020-2021 town budget.
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PINE KNOLL SHORES

City projects budget 
shortfall, holds tax rate

Facing upward of $1.4 mil-
lion in lost revenue due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic, 
the city’s proposed 2020-21 
fiscal year budget represents 
a “conservative” approach for 
spending in the upcoming year.

That was the word from 
Morehead City Manager Ryan 
Eggleston and Finance Director 
Jewel Lasater, who introduced 
the preliminary document to 
the city council and the public 
this month. The council held a 
budget workshop Tuesday to 
discuss the plan and hear from 
the city’s department heads on 
their budget requests.

MOREHEAD CITY
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VIRUSMONEY

Sunday 
May 24

Monday 
May 25

Tuesday 
May 26

Wednesday 
May 27

Low 3:44 a.m. 4:25 a.m. 5:08 a.m. 5:54 a.m.
3:14 p.m. 3:54 p.m. 4:39 p.m. 5:29 a.m.

High 9:27 a.m. 10:08 a.m. 10:52 a.m. 11:41 a.m
9:48 p.m. 10:29 p.m. 11:15 p.m. --------

see MONEY on Page 12A

COVID-19fundingfor
localgovernmentscoming,butslowly

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Novel coronavirus pandemic relief 
money is starting to flow from state 
and federal governments into local 
coffers, and the public school system 
and the community college have so 
far been the biggest beneficiaries in 
Carteret County.

The combined total of local school 
and community college relief is 
expected to exceed $2.6 million, with 
more than $1 million already in hand. 

Carteret County government is the 
next highest recipient, with total aid 
expected to reach or exceed $1.38 
million.

According to Megan Thorpe of 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s press office, 
North Carolina has received or will 
receive about $4.07 billion under the 
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act.

The money is winding through a 
complex aid system, based on the 
population of each of the state’s 100 
counties.

“A minimum of $250,000 was 
allocated to each county in North 
Carolina, and more funds based on 
populations in counties on top of that 
sum,” Ms. Thorpe said in an email. 

“Three large local govern-
ments (with populations exceeding 
$500,000) received funds directly 
from the federal government, the 
other 97 will receive their funds 
in the coming weeks,” she added. 
“The funds are for immediate needs, 
including payroll gaps, public health 
needs and other essential services.”

The three counties that received 
direct allocations — Mecklenburg, 
Wake and Guilford — got more than 
$480 million, according to a release 
from State Treasurer Dale Folwell.

Carteret County School System Finance Officer Kathy 
Carswell said the system received an emergency state 
allotment of $223,913 to help fund a program that has 
provided meals for students while schools have been physi-
cally closed.

And, she said, the system expects to receive $1,578,236 
through the CARES Act in addition to more state money.

“We do not know how much we will receive in state COVID funds, 
House Bill 1043,” she said. “The state Board of Education is voting on 
the allocation of the $75 million for child nutrition. The other funds 
will be allocated at a different time.”

Carswell

CCC Vice President of Finance and Administrative Service Steve 
Davis said the school received $812,872 in CARES Act. Of that, 
$387,743 is to help students who have financial needs due to the 
pandemic.

He added the college might not receive funds for other general 
expenses and could see a possible budget callback.

He estimated CCC could face a $460,000 shortfall below what the 
college normally collects from students. All state community colleges 
are in a similar situation, he added.

In response the state instructed community colleges to enact spend-
ing restrictions. At CCC, those include a ban on most purchases, 
limited travel, a hiring freeze except for faculty instructors or person-
nel considered critical and no salary increases except for a promotion.

Mr. Davis said receipts are down, including bookstore commissions, 
vending commissions and student technology and activity fees, and 
the college has spent more than $13,000 for COVID-19-related items 
so far.

He has applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency to 
get reimbursed for some of the costs. The remainder, he hopes, will 
come from the CARES Act.

Finance Director Jewel Lasater said the city re-
ceived $37,483 from the CARES Act for “Medicare 
and ambulance fees.”

That money was given to health care providers, 
including the EMS department, to ensure patients 
without insurance can be treated. 

Otherwise, Ms. Lasater doesn’t expect any other 
funds from CARES. She said the only other funds 
the city can expect would be a reimbursement from 
FEMA, for items like cleaning supplies and personal 
protective equipment and for overtime staff worked 
dealing with the pandemic. 

Ms. Lasater said she expects to begin submitting 
items for FEMA reimbursement this week and she 
will continue to do so on a rolling basis.

Morehead City recently announced it laid off 10 
full-time and eight part-time workers across several 
departments because of virus-related reductions in 
revenue.

CARTERET CO. SCHOOL SYSTEM

CARTERET COMMUNITY COLLEGE

NORTH CAROLINA
$4.07B

COUNTY SCHOOLS & CCC
$2.6M

CARTERET CO. GOVT
$1.38M

WHO GETS THE MONEY?

Day

The town in late March and early April 
implemented coronavirus prevention 
measures and Town Manager John Day 
said officials would seek funds to replace 
lost revenue, such as from sales and use 
taxes, if it becomes available. 

Officials started the process to get 
FEMA reimbursement for costs incurred from the 
pandemic, to the tune of $100,000. 

Those include labor expenses, particularly in the 
police and fire departments, and money spent on 
supplies for an entry checkpoint.

Beaufort officials on April 9 limited access to the 
town to one entry point, establishing a checkpoint 
along the Turner Street bridge and restricting access 
to county residents, those conducting essential busi-
ness, providing care or second homeowners already 
sheltering in town. 

At their May meeting, commissioners approved 
an additional $100,000 in contingency funds to 
cover pandemic-related costs should the need arise. 

As of Monday, Mr. Day said the town hadn’t 
played any layoffs.

“We don’t have any park programming, for 
example, so none of our services have changed,” 
he said. 

BEAUFORT

Finance Director Dee Meshaw said the 
only money Carteret County has received 
so far is $83,000 from the state for the 
County Health Department, to be used 
for supplies and staff wages related to 
the COVID-19 response. 

She said that in order to receive the 
$1.38 million in CARES money from the state, she 
must first submit a breakdown of how the funds will 
be used. If the full amount received isn’t used by 
Wednesday, Dec. 30, the county will have to return 
funds. 

“That’s the maximum amount they have allocated 
for us,” she said. “...We have to put together a list 
for them to approve, and if it meets the criteria, then 
we get the funding.”

Meeshaw
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MOREHEAD CITY
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