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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar
Parmie Byrd, Morehead City
Matthew Morris, Gloucester
Larry Moore, Hubert,
Melissa Lusby, Swansboro
Sue Willis, Beaufort
Clarence Davis, Newport
Margaret Payne, Newport
Peter Bianchi, New Bern
Trey Inman, Swansboro
Alton McCulloch, Newport
Peggy Barwick, Pittsboro
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Low

High

Sunday
Jan.5

Monday
Jan.6

Tuesday
Jan.7

9:30a.m.
9:16p.m.

3:06a.m.
3:11p.m.

4:42a.m.
4:53p.m.

11:15a.m.
10:49p.m.

3:55a.m.
4:04p.m.

10:25a.m.
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Editorials ...............12-13A
Sports ....................... 8-11A
Coastal Living .....1-3,6-7B
Puzzles .......................... 3B
Compass Points .......4-5B
Public Notices ............ 10B
Classified Ads ............ 11B

Sunday
Sunny

High: 51 
Low: 37

Sunny
High: 58 
Low: 43

Monday

Tuesday
Partly Sunny

High: 63 
Low: 42

The National Defense Authorization Act, signed into 
law by President Donald Trump in December, allocates 
more than $2.2 billion for military installations in 
North Carolina, including about $240 million for con-
struction projects at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point. (Elise Clouser photo)
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CHERRY POINT 
— North Carolina military 
installations will receive 
nearly $2.2 billion in fed-
eral funds thanks to appro-
priations in the National 
Defense Authorization Act 
for fiscal year 2020. 

The legislation was 
passed by a bipartisan con-
ference committee before 

being signed into law by 
President Donald Trump 
Dec. 20, Sen. Thom Tillis, R-
N.C., announced last month. 
Its purpose is to authorize 
appropriations for U.S. 
Department of Defense pro-
grams and activities, includ-
ing military construction. 
As an authorization bill, it 
directs how federal funds 
should be spent but does not 
set spending limits.

“This legislation is a major 
win for North Carolinians, 
especially our servicemem-
bers, military families, and 
veterans,” Sen. Tillis said 
in a statement. “I’m proud 
of the billions of dollars we 
secured to upgrade North 
Carolina’s military installa-
tions and provide desper-
ately-needed funding for 
Camp Lejeune to recover 
from the damage caused by 

Hurricane Florence.”
Of the more than $2 bil-

lion secured for military 
installations in the state, 
more than $1.1 billion is 
allocated for ongoing recov-
ery from Hurricane Florence 
at Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point, Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune and 
Marine Corps Air Station 
New River. An additional 

Feds OKs $2.2B for installations

‘Penguins’ plunge for charity

Public
rallies
for fire
victims
Campaigns raise
$18K and counting

Ceremony highlights African
American history, community

 Gerald Godette, top left, delivers a reading of the Gettysburg Address Wednesday 
during the annual observation of the Emancipation Proclamation hosted by the 
African American Historical Cultural Educational Society at the county courthouse 
in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)
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BEAUFORT — 
Residents and visitors kicked 
off the new decade with the 
county’s annual observa-
tion and celebration of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

“It’s been 365 days since 
we’ve been here last,” said 
Ronald Murrell, the event’s 
master of ceremonies. 
“Many, many things have 
happened since the last time 
we were here.”

Put on by the African 
American Historical Cultural 
Educational Society, the 
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ATLANTIC BEACH 
— A large crowd dashed 
into 2020 in a chilly way 
Wednesday during the 17th 
annual Penguin Plunge.

To start the new year, a 
group of people plunge into 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Proceeds raised before and 
during the Penguin Plunge 
benefit an area charity. This 

year’s charitable organi-
zation was The Salvation 
Army of Carteret County, 
which will use the funds for 
its building campaign. 

Miriam Sutton, the event 
co-founder, said the Penguin 
Plunge is a way for people 
to bring in a new year and 
leave the old year behind 
and has become a popular 
tradition.

“It’s the first of the year. 

It’s a clean slate,” she said. 
“2019 was a rough year for 
a lot of people. Many were 
recovering from (Hurricane) 
Florence and (Hurricane) 
Dorian right after it.”

She said the Crab’s 
Claw, one of the event’s 
main sponsors, was still 
closed from Florence, but 
dedicated to sponsoring 
the event.

The weather for this 

year could not have been 
more agreeable, according 
to Ms. Sutton, with the 
air at a crisp 55 degrees, 
while the water was 59 
degrees.

“The warm spell we had 
bumped it (the tempera-
ture) up a bit,” she said.

Before the plunge, 
many people in the crowd 
said they were excited for 
their brief dip in the water. 

Some dressed in elaborate 
costumes, while others 
donned nothing but swim-
suits and water shoes.

Among those in cos-
tumes were “Squids R 
Us,” a group of friends 
who have participated in 
the Penguin Plunge for 
years. Their costumes were 
inspired by a red, green 
and yellow hat designed to 

2020
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BEAUFORT — A fund-
raiser to help employees of 
The Spouter Inn Restaurant 
& Bakery, which was 
destroyed by a fire Dec. 22, 
raised nearly $18,000, and 
there are ongoing efforts to 
help raise money for resi-
dents of the building. 

The fundraiser to ben-
efit Spouter Inn employ-
ees was created by server 
Mikail Hucks and his friend 
Julia Royall, youth direc-
tor at Ann Street United 
Methodist Church. Ms. 
Royall described the loss 
of the popular Beaufort 
waterfront restaurant as 
tragic, especially just before 
Christmas.

“I was a waitress before, 
and I know what it’s like 
to count on that holiday 
money,” she said. “(Mikail) 
was telling me about some 
of the personal situations 
he knew of. Someone had 
just bought a car, some-
one bought all their kids 
Christmas presents on a 
credit card, and we knew 
this loss would be a big hit 
to them.”

The Dec. 22 fire not 
only destroyed The Spouter 
Inn, but six apartments and 
two other businesses that 

See $2.2B / Page 4A
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Frank Sherman of Beaufort embraces the new year and prepares to take the Penguin Plunge Wednesday at Alfred B. Cooper Memorial 
Park in Atlantic Beach. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Mark Lyon, Morehead City
Kelsay Darst Jr., Emerald Isle
Erna Cordes, Fuquay Varina
Edna Blanton, Asheville
Stephen Davis, Morehead City
Lina Fulcher, Stacy
Leslie Wooten, Newport
James Allen, Swansboro
Jewelle Gardner, Beaufort
Cindy Slimbosky, Otway
Charles Lockwood, Morehead City

observation has become 
a Beaufort tradition and 
is held each year on New 
Year’s Day. Similar to past 
years, Carteret County’s 
courthouse played venue to 
Wednesday’s event, which 
featured musical perfor-

mances by members of the 
Community Male Choir and 
talks from various commu-
nity leaders. 

The roughly hour-long 
event featured prayer and 

‘When I speak of slavery, I do not mean 
physical bondage. I speak of slavery of the 
mind. After freedom, then what? Freedom is 
not free. The cries of the people were heard 
far beyond the ears of time.’               

— Jennie Garcia, keynote speaker

West keeps 
County Cup title

West Carteret wins its third straight 
County Cup wrestling title over Croatan 
and East Carteret.
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