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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, March 15
Low:  8:40 am 8:18 pm
High:  1:58 am  2:19 pm

Sunday, March 19
Low:  ------- 12:48 pm
High:  6:24 am  6:47 pm

Saturday, March 18
Low:  11:57 am 11:54 pm
High:  5:26 am  5:50 pm

Friday, March 17
Low:  10:59 am 10:47 pm
High:  4:20 am  4:46 pm

Thursday, March 16
Low:  9:53 am 9:33 pm
High:  3:09 am  3:34 pm

Wednesday, March 15, 2023 Vol. 112 - No. 22 Published Wednesday and Weekends

Coastal Living
Crystal Coast Women’s Club celebrating 
50 years, 1B

Sports
Croatan wins rising stars 
3,200-meter relay national 
championship, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

CAPE CARTERET

BEAUFORT

See LOT Page 2A

cape carteret to buy lot for stormwater system 

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

A range of projects that will shape Beaufort 
in the coming decades were up for discussion 
last week during the town’s planning retreat.

Over the course of two days on March 9-10, 
commissioners and town staff gathered at the 
Train Depot in Beaufort to consider long-range 
outlooks for infrastructure improvements, wa-
terfront assets, funding allocations and many 
other topics.

Mayor Sharon Harker explained the impor-
tance of the board coming together to refl ect 
on accomplishments and renew the town’s 
goals and strategies.

“A lot has changed in our town since we 
last met for our retreat,” Harker said. “Growth 
is still occurring. There’s more residential and 
renovations going on. New businesses are even 
fi nding their way to Beaufort as well. We’re 
beginning to see some of the plans we’re talking 
about years ago come to fruition. Government is 
not a stagnant process, so we still have a lot of 
work to do with a lot of projects in the queue.”

According to current demographics released 
by the town, Beaufort has a population of 
4,464, a median household income of $39,472, 
and 91.4% of residents are high school gradu-
ates, with 29.8% earning a college degree. 
There are 2,270 households with an average of 
1.9 people per house, 3,018 housing units and 
an average value of $239,400 for owner-occu-
pied housing.

financial projections
The fi rst item on the agenda was a fi nancial 

review for fi scal year 2023. Estimates and pro-
jections show the town will bring in approxi-
mately $2.1 million dollars after expenses.

“I think it’s important that we recognize 
that there is a signifi cant increase of revenue 
over budget and a fairly signifi cant estimate 
of expenses, both of which are good news to 
the town of Beaufort for this fi scal year,” said 
Commissioner Charles “Bucky” Oliver.

Financials released by the town show 
Beaufort’s greatest source of revenue contin-
ues to be ad valorem taxes on real estate and 
personal property.

Due to the increasing capital being projected 
for the general fund, commissioners spent a 
few hours Friday speaking with two potential 
fi nancial advisors who could help with invest-
ment management, tax planning and detailed 
analysis of the town’s estate.

At the board’s regular meeting held Mon-

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The County Board of Education 
(BOE) heard the fi rst reading of a new 
proposed policy that regulates the use of 
online websites to solicit donations on 
behalf of the school system.

A second reading and adoption of the 
Crowdfunding on Behalf of the School 
System policy is scheduled to take place 
during the board’s April 4 meeting.

Assistant Superintendent Blair Propst 
briefl y reviewed the proposed policy 
during the board’s March 7 meeting 
in the school system’s central offi ce in 
Beaufort.

While the proposal outlines positive 
benefi ts of crowdfunding campaigns, 
“The unregulated use of the practice 
can subject the school system and the 
employee engaging in crowdfunding 
to potentially signifi cant legal liabil-
ity,” the policy states. “The purpose of 
this policy is to establish a balanced 
approach that regulates and provides 
parameters for crowdfunding on behalf 
of the school system.”

Parent organizations engaging in 
fundraising are exempt from the policy 
because their activities are already regu-
lated by Policy 5010, Parent Organiza-
tions.

The proposed policy requires crowd-
funding campaigns to receive prior 
approval by school offi cials. Campaigns 
that seek to raise up to $5,000 must 
receive prior approval by the principal 
where the employee works.

Crowdfunding efforts in excess of 
$5,000, up to $25,000, must receive ap-
proval from the school system’s super-
intendent or their designee. Campaigns 
soliciting more than $25,000 must be 
approved by the BOE.

The proposal outlines 13 require-
ments crowdfunding campaigns must 
meet in order to be approved. Some 
of those requirements are: it must be 
consistent with the school system’s 
approved curriculum; does not so-
licit funds for items or projects that are 
religious or political in nature or that 
have a religious or political purpose; 
be compatible with the school system’s 
technology; has a specifi c, pre-deter-
mined beginning and ending date; does 
not disparage the school system or its 
buildings, programs, representatives, 
employees or students; and does not 
include pictures or the identifying or 
confi dential information of any school 
system student, unless specifi cally 
approved by the student’s parent or 
guardian in writing and attached to the 
approval request form.

In addition, the superintendent or 
designee will create a list of approved 
crowdfunding sites. All approved sites 

The County Board of Education reviewed a 
new proposed policy March 7 that regu-
lates the use of online websites to solicit 
donations on behalf of the school system . 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Cape Carteret commissioners 
Monday night voted 5-0 to adopt 
a resolution to spend $66,000 
to purchase a nearly one-half-
acre vacant lot that will be the 
centerpiece of an effort to solve 
longstanding serious fl ooding 
issues in the Ardan Oaks subdivi-
sion off Taylor Notion Road.

The unanimous vote came 
during the board’s monthly meet-
ing in the town hall off Dolphin 
Street. Residents of the subdivi-
sion have been clamoring for 
help from the town for years, 
particularly since epic fl ooding 
that turned the only entrance and 
exit into a shallow lake during 
and after Hurricane Florence in 
September 2018.

The Ardan Oaks neighbor-
hood has experienced repeated 
nuisance fl ooding during sig-
nifi cant rainfall events, not just 
hurricanes, with stormwater 
threatening homes and prevent-
ing access to the neighborhood 
by residents, emergency respond-
ers mail delivery.

Cape Carteret will purchase a vacant lot for a stormwater management system to alleviate fl ooding that some-
times blocks the only entrance to the Ardan Oaks subdivision. 

Half-acre parcel in Ardan Oaks subdivision will cost town $66,000

Town Manager Frank Rush 
told the board Monday night 
that the lot at 305 Ardan Oaks 
Drive, owned by Jeff and 
Rhonda Hunt, is approximately 

100 feet wide by 200 feet deep.
“The lot is generally sandy, is 

located directly across the street 
from an existing common area 
intended for stormwater infi ltra-

tion and is situated at approxi-
mately the same elevation as the 
existing common area,” Rush 

Beaufort offi cials discuss long-term outlook at planning retreat
Decisions, decisions

Visitors to the Beaufort waterfront sit and stroll along the boardwalk. The Beaufort Commissioners 
and town staff discussed a plethora of possible projects and improvements to the town during a 
recent retreat. (File photo)

day, March 13, a decision was made to 
hire one of the consultants as soon as a 
background check was completed. While 
no contracts were signed, both advisors 
estimated their services to cost the town 
approximately $25,000-$30,000 per year.

n.c. department of transportation
Transportation projects discussed during 

the retreat included a roundabout at N.C. 
Highway 101 and Live Oak Street and the 
replacement of a nearby drainage culvert.

Commissioners also considered upgrad-

ing the intersection and adding another 
roundabout at Mulberry, Lennoxville and 
Live Oak streets some time closer to 2030.

active projects
In addition to looking toward future 

projects, commissioners and town staff 
mulled over currently active projects, 
such as the Cedar Street enhancement that 
includes stormwater bioswales to control 
runoff, pervious pavement in parking lanes 
and an asphalt surface for travel lanes.

Projects funded by the U.S. Department 
See BEAUFORT Page 2A

boe hears proposed policy on school fundraising campaigns

BEAUFORT

See SCHOOLS Page 2A
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