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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-50s and 
lows in the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ryan 
Martin, who is a student 
in Baylee Jones’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle opening up buildings

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Tourism Development Authority OKs Front Row Communications, Page 3

Inexperienced Pirates hit the football field on Friday night, Page 7

Queens Creek pupils explain likes/dislikes of daylight-saving, Page 10

Swansboro Fire Chief Mark Tes-
sing, seen here standing next to 
engine No. 1703, will retire in July, 

leaving behind a department dou-
bly busier than when he joined. 
(Zack Nally photo)

Tessing planning transition

Commentary

Followers’ 

blind loyalty 

is baffling

to outsider
By Carol Hartsoe

I’m usually pretty good 
at waiting. And normally, 
I have a good supply of 
patience. But I have been 
waiting for something since 
2015 and my patience has 
been obliterated; it’s non-
existent now. I have been 
waiting for Trump enthu-
siasts to hear his lies … 
hold him accountable … 
say enough is enough. That 
hasn’t happened, as we all 
know. To say it another 
way, I have been waiting 
for the dumb-assery to end.

I have zero tolerance 
for the extreme Trump fans 
that can’t acknowledge we 
have a new president and 
that he won fair and square. 
The simple truth is that for-
mer president Trump was 
his own undoing. He had a 

little help from his friends, 
aka enablers.

In 2015 I waited; I wait-
ed for Republicans to see 
the colossal mistake they 
made by endorsing Trump. 
Upon hearing him speak 
during the debates leading 
to the 2016 election my 
exact words were, “He’ll 
get us all killed.”

It seems he’s working 
on it. At the time, I didn’t 
know he’d lie about a pan-
demic. I assumed it would 
be getting us tangled up 
with foreign countries and 
engaging in nuclear war. 
It’s not too late for that 
one and he’s most likely 
already set the stage for 
this new administration to 
deal with that scenario. I 
will say this … our military 

Parks and Rec 

making plans

In-person, such as T-shirt sales, 
and virtual events were blended 

during the 2020 Swansboro Mullet 
Festival. (File photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Even as the global pandemic contin-
ues to disrupt normal routines, town com-
missioners cautiously gave Anna Stanley, 
Swansboro parks and recreation director, 
the opportunity to plan town events in 
2021.

Action came at the Feb. 8 meeting of 

the board, which took place in an online 
format utilizing the Zoom platform.

Swansboro hosts a number of large 
and not-so-large events and celebrations 
annually, all of which have been affected 
by the threat of COVID-19. (See related 
story.)

(See TRUTH, page �)

(See RECREATION, page �)

Support 

group

to meet
The Friends of 

the Hammocks and 
Bear Island General 
Membership meeting 
will be on Saturday, 
March 6, at 10 a.m.

The meeting 
will take place at the 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park Visitor Center.

The meeting will 
include board member 
elections, park updates 
and current activities. 
Use of masks and social 
distancing will be prac-
ticed during the meeting.

The meeting is 
scheduled to end at 
noon.

The Friends of the 
Hammocks and Bear 
Island is a nonprofit citi-
zen support group for the 
state park.

Swansboro chief 

presides over busy 

fire department
By Zack Nally

When Swansboro Fire 
Chief Mark Tessing retires 
in July, he’ll leave behind 
a busier department than 
when he joined.

The town has undergone 
substantial growth in recent 
years, a surge in population 
that has seen the Swansboro 
Fire Department calls 
doubled.

“We were doing 250 
calls (per year) when I got 
here, now it’s over 500,” 
Tessing said.

The nature of the depart-
ment’s ability to answer 
calls has also changed dur-
ing Tessing’s tenure. When 
he was hired as chief in 
2016 – after serving the 
department for 12 years – 
paid staff were only on duty 
from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.

By 2017, paid coverage 
went 24/7 with four paid 
personnel on duty during 
the daytime and two on 
duty through the night. It 
was estimated then that it 
would shorten the depart-
ment’s night-time response 
time from 7 minutes to 3.5 

‘We were 

doing �50 

calls (per year) 

when I got 

here, now it’s 

over 500.’
Mark Tessing

minutes.
In order to boost volun-

teerism for the department, 
the town constructed sleep-
ing quarters at the Public 
Safety Facility, home of 
the town’s police and fire 
departments.

Currently, the depart-
ment consists of five paid 
staff, 18 part-time personnel 
and 15 volunteers.

“I’m more fortunate 
than the volunteer depart-
ments because I have a paid 
staff,” Tessing said. “The 
town has really taken care 

(See SUPPORT, page �)Nonprofit organizations 
are welcome to include 
upcoming events in the 
Tideland News, free of 
charge.

Email jimmy@tideland-
news.com to find out how.
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