
Saturday will be 
mostly sunny but rain is 
possible Sunday. High 
temperatures will be in 
the mid-60s with lows in 
the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Alex Chappell, who 
is a student in Ginger 
Pockette’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle seeks mini-libraries

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Interest is high in keeping park neat, Page 2

County COVID-19 cases top 50,000, Page 3

Pirate girls fall to West in a thriller, Page 6

Spooky – the normally outdoor cat – found a sunspot on 
the stairway to be a suitable place to enjoy a cold day in-

doors. He does not appear to be too happy about having his 
nap interrupted. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Do you mind? 

Commentary

Population 

growth slows 

for some,

but not all
By Dave Kaplan

The world popula-
tion grew a bit in 2021, 
according to the Population 
Reference Bureau. PRB 
analyzes population trends 
in countries throughout 
the world and focuses on 
changes in fertility rates in 
some areas.

The interesting conclu-
sions the PRB draws come 
from its data sheets – com-
pilations of population data 
broken down by regions 
and demographics.

One conclusion is that 
the total fertility rate has 
dropped from 3.2 in 1990 
to 2.3 today. This measure-
ment of lifetime births per 
woman reflects the slowing 
increases in world popula-
tion. While at first blush 

this statistic would seem 
encouraging, the problem is 
population growth is very 
uneven. By way of exam-
ple, PRB points to Tanzania 
and Spain. The two coun-
tries started in 2012 with 
almost same population. 
Tanzania is expected to 
more than double its popu-
lation from 2012 to 2050, 
growing from 48 million 
to 138 million. In Spain 
during the same period of 
time, the population will 
increase only slightly, from 
46 million to 48 million. 
The reasons for this huge 
difference are the wide dif-
ferences in the total fertil-
ity rate, which is currently 
5.4 children per woman in 
Tanzania and 1.4 children 

SHS mentors 

help to guide
By Zack Nally

A mentor program seeking help for 
students at Swansboro High and Middle 
Schools is putting the call out for avail-
able participants.

Pamela Boyd, a counselor’s assistant 
at the high school, is rebooting the pro-
gram after serving as a mentor last year. 
She says the program is geared towards 
kids who either don’t have a trusted adult 
with whom they can talk about their feel-
ings or are looking for an outlet outside 
of their parental figures.

“It’s another cheerleader to help the 
kid get through things they may not know 
how to talk about,” Boyd said. “We are 
really focused on giving the kids opportu-
nities to talk through what they’re going 
through, to help them realize they’re not 
the only kids going through what they’re 
going through.”

Ideally, the program is geared towards 
an entire school year, but Boyd is looking 
for mentors to serve in the role between 
now and the end of the spring semester. 
Last year, the inaugural program served 
approximately 30 mentors and mentees. 
This year, Boyd started out with a list of 
35 students needing a match.

“Right now, I’m going through the 
list of mentors we had last year and 
see if they’re interested, same with the (See WORLD, page �)

(See MENTORS, page �)

Big-game 

presence
Onslow County 

Sheriff’s Office, in col-
laboration with the N.C. 
Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program and 
Jacksonville Police 
Department, will con-
duct a Super Bowl 
Weekend Enforcement 
Campaign.

The enforcement 
campaign will take 
place the weekend of 
the Super Bowl, Sunday, 
Feb. 13, according to an 
email from Sheriff Hans 
Miller.

“This joint operation 
is to keep our roads safe 
from impaired drivers 
and the damage and inju-
ries that too often occur 
from persons operating 
motor vehicles while 
impaired,” Miller said. 
“While we understand 
that persons will be gath-
ering and may ‘party’ to 
watch the Super Bowl 
before during and after, 
we strongly recommend 
that no one will operate 
any motor vehicle unless 
they are not impaired.”
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Yes, we cover Swansboro High School sports

mentees,” Boyd said. “I’ve had a few 
people reach out and we’re sharing it on 
Facebook.”

Still, the spaces are there to fill from 

Pamela Boyd

By Jimmy Williams

The town’s recent 
announcement that 
Swansboro Fire Department 
has maintained its 
International Organization 
for Standardization rating 
is good news for property 
owners. But Chief Dave 
Degnan had hoped the news 
would be better.

Inspections are con-

SFD just misses on a 3 rating
ducted every 5-7 years and 
are meant to score a fire 
department’s ability to pro-
tect the community, accord-
ing to Paula Webb, town 
manager. The Insurance 
Services Office – or ISO, 
an independent, for-profit 
organization – conducts the 
inspections. The ISO scores 
fire departments on how 
they are doing against the 
organization’s standards to 
determine property insur-
ance costs.

Webb shared a notice 
from North Carolina 
Insurance Commissioner 
and State Fire Marshal 
Mike Causey that 
Swansboro had received its 
rating for the town and the 
White Oak River rural dis-
trict, which the SFD serves.

The town maintained 
its town rating, a 4, and 
improved the rating in the 
rural district, from a 5 to a 
4/9E, according to Degnan.

Degnan said that while 

preparation for the rat-
ings inspection is ongoing, 
“fine-tuning equipment, 
performing quality assur-
ance on policies and pro-
cedures, and completing 
pre-inspection worksheets 
become a priority approxi-
mately three months prior 
to the inspection.”

The details of the fine-
tuning not only allow the 
inspector to start gather-

ISO inspection

Dave Degnan(See CHIEF, page �)

The AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide Program will 
offer free Federal and North 
Carolina income tax prepa-
ration and electronic filing 
services.

The service – offered 
in Onslow, Carteret and 
Craven counties – is slated 
to open Tuesday, Feb. 15.

The service will be 
offered at St. Peter’s-by-
the-Sea Episcopal Church 
each Tuesday, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., through April 18.

Appointments can be 
made by leaving a voice 
mail at (252) 497-7862.

Tax assistance

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=71981231-fb9c-5f89-85eb-4b605f1dc8dc

