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Spouter fire ruled 
‘undetermined’

Offi cials confi rmed Sunday 
no foul play is suspected in  a 
December fi re that destroyed 
the Spouter Inn Restaurant & 
Bakery. 

A story in the Sunday, April 
26, 2020, edition indicated 
otherwise, due to a typo and 
editing error.

Ü 2A

BEAUFORT

Looking for activities, 
families pick strawberries

County strawberry farmers 
have opened fi elds for public 
picking, with the caveat that 
families abide by social dis-
tancing rules.

Some farms, like Garner 
Farms in Newport, are requir-
ing people to call and make 
an appointment ahead of 
time.

Ü 2A

NEWPORT

Officials eye 
tax increase

Based on discussions during 
a work session Friday, property 
owners likely will see a 1.5- to 
2-cent tax increase when the 
2020-21 fi scal year budget 
takes effect Wednesday, July 1.

The session was conducted 
via Zoom. The town notifi ed 
residents how to participate in 
the 9 a.m. session, but only 
one did.

Ü 4A

CEDAR POINT

Atlantic Harbor 
work going well

The Atlantic Harbor dredg-
ing project is going “great” one 
week after it started, according 
to Greg Rudolph, manager of 
the Carteret County Shore Pro-
tection Offi ce in Emerald Isle.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Betty Sullivan, Swansboro
David Bilger, Havelock
Ralph Daniels, Selma
Ricky McKeel, Wilson
Roseanne Vella, Newport
Jeremy Harvey, Atlantic
Barbara Merritt, Beaufort
Kimberly Hines, Havelock
Carson Schwab, Newport

MOREHEAD CITY

EMERALD ISLE

High schools give spring senior 
athletes a proper sendoff

SPORTS

Ü 14A

Wednesday 
April 29

Thursday 
April 30

Friday 
May 1

Saturday 
May 2

Low 7:02 a.m. 7:59 a.m. 8:59 a.m. 9:57 a.m.
6:39 p.m. 7:45 p.m. 8:56 p.m. 10:09 p.m.

High 12:21 a.m 1:17 a.m. 2:20 a.m. 3:25 a.m.

12:48 p.m. 1:51 p.m. 2:58 p.m. 4:04 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
governor’s decision to keep 
schools closed for the rest 
of the year?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

STAFF REPORT

State and local offi cials report a “sig-
nifi cant increase” in emergency department 
visits related to overdose in Carteret County 
between February and March.

According to a Monday release from the 
county, the N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services reported during that time 
frame, Carteret County ranked within the top 
10 counties with the highest overdose-related 
ED visits.

“Loneliness, isolation, fear and anxiety 
are frequent triggers for alcohol or other drug 
use,” stated Carteret County Health Director 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Town commissioners Friday night 
agreed in principle to a phased corona-
virus reopening plan that would allow 
short-term rentals of homes and motels to 
restart Saturday, May 9.

The board reached consensus on indi-
vidual aspects of the plan, generally based 
on Gov. Roy Cooper’s statewide phased 
plan, during a nearly two-hour special 
meeting conducted by conference call.

The public was able to “attend” and 
listen in but could not comment. Commis-
sioners, after discussion, agreed individu-
ally by voice to each aspect of the plan.

The action came after the board learned 
from Town Manager Matt Zapp during 
the meeting that town rental agencies 

CARTERET COUNTY

Under a general plan, Emerald Isle com-
missioners endorsed in a meeting Friday 
night, the town would begin allowing new 
short-term visitor rentals Saturday, May 
9, but the board didn’t decide when to 
reopen public beach parking lots, like this 
one at the Eastern Ocean Regional Access. 
(Town of Emerald Isle photo)

Staff to lift restrictions in phases

See Plans / Page 8A

Officialsreport
spikeinERvisits
duetooverdose

See ER / Page 8A

Paul Prevost, Emerald Isle
Roberta Rouse, Swansboro
Donald Stevens, Mill Creek
James Phillips Jr., Jacksonville
Larry Styron, Harkers Island
Jonah Harrell Jr., Morehead City
Charles Wilson Jr., Havelock
Joseph Szilagyi, Morehead City

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Wearing a mask, Jeff Bolduc quietly waited to 
donate blood Thursday during an American Red 
Cross blood drive at St. Peter’s United Methodist 
Church.

“I wanted to help out and it’s something I 
should do regularly. Especially in light of the 
coronavirus outbreak, there are people who may 
not be able to give or who are afraid to give,” Mr. 
Bolduc said.

Ann Keeler of Gloucester was also among 
those donating, as well.

“I’m a regular donor but they canceled the 
blood drive on Harkers Island and this was the 
next available drive,” Ms. Keeler said.

Jonathan McNamara, regional communications 
director for the American Red Cross, said there 
is an increased need for blood donations because 
many drives were canceled due to the novel coro-
navirus pandemic.

“When the coronavirus hit, we saw blood 
drives canceled at schools, colleges and church-
es,” he said. “Those are the overwhelming major-
ity of our sponsors for blood drives. We also can’t 
use our mobile units because of the lack of space 
for social distancing. That has had a signifi cant 
impact on the American Red Cross.”

As well as blood donations, the Red Cross is in 
need of plasma donors who have recovered from 
the novel coronavirus.

“One of the treatments for COVID patients 
is convalescent plasma and we are collecting 
donations from people who have recovered,” Mr. 
McNamara said.

Patients who have fully recovered following a 
COVID-19 diagnosis may have antibodies in their 

plasma that can help those with serious or im-
mediately life-threatening COVID-19 infections, 
according to the American Red Cross website.

Mr. McNamara said there are specifi c criteria 
that must be met in order to qualify as a convales-
cent plasma donor.

“They must have tested positive for coronavi-
rus,” he said. “They have to be symptom free for 
14 days. They must have a follow-up test that they 
are negative for the virus.”

Once all criteria are verifi ed, Mr. McNamara 
said the person can qualify as a donor and be 
scheduled to donate plasma.

As for blood donations, Mr. McNamara said 
the Red Cross is continually issuing the call for 
blood, and people are beginning to respond, which 
is helping.

Plus, “one thing that is helping as far as the 
demand on blood is that hospitals canceled many 
elective surgeries, which has helped,” Mr. McNa-
mara said. “Once hospitals begin opening back 
up for elective surgeries, we expect the need 
for blood to increase.”

Mr. McNamara said safety precautions 
are being taken to protect phlebotomists 
and donors during blood drives.

“We are looking for larger venues to host 
drives to accommodate social distancing. We 
are strictly appointment based right now versus 
just being able to walk in to donate blood,” he 
said.

There is a screening process for donors on the 
website when they sign up to donate.

“We ask them if they are feeling well, are 
they in a high-risk category, have they traveled 

GIVE LIFE

Blood, plasma donors needed
American Red Cross phlebotomist Claysha Wheat, left, prepares Ann Keeler of Gloucester to donate blood Thurs-
day during a blood drive at St. Peter’s United Methodist Church in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Those 
interested in 
donating blood 
or plasma can: 

• Locate the 
nearest blood 
drive online.

• Sign up 
online at 
redcrossblood.
org. 

• Download 
the Red Cross 
blood donor app 
from the app 
store.

AMERICAN 
RED CROSS

Donations from 
those who’ve 
recovered from 
COVID-19 could 
be particularly 
useful.

See Blood / Page 8A
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