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COVID-19 case count 
rises to 16 in Carteret

CARTERET COUNTY

Commissioners approve 
school projects

In a special meeting held via 
conference call Tuesday, the 
Carteret County Board of Com-
missioners approved a series 
of capital project requests for 
the school system to carry out 
while students are out of the 
classroom until at least Friday, 
May 15.
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CARTERET COUNTY

Dredging projects 
heads to Salter Path

Great Lakes Dredge and 
Dock Co. of Illinois planned 
to fi nish beach nourishment 
in Pine Knoll Shores Thursday 
evening and it planned to 
begin work in a small part of 
Salter Path Friday.
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CARTERET COUNTY

Local clothing business 
makes masks to donate

When 
business 
started 
drying up 
for a local 
clothing 
maker due 
to the novel 
coronavirus 
outbreak, 

rather than close up shop al-
together, Booth Parker instead 
decided to put her skills to use by 
making face masks to donate to 
the community.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Michael Cathey, Newport
Russell Sanborn, Newport
Bonnie Kelley, Belhaven
Terry Groncki, Emerald Isle
Jonathan James, Havelock
George Mobley, Swansboro
Cynthia Zimmerman, Newport

Sunday 
April 5

Monday 
April 6

Tuesday 
April 7

Wednesday 
April 8

Low --------- 12:32 a.m. 1:29 a.m. 2:24 a.m.
12:17 p.m. 1:04 p.m. 1:50 p.m. 2:36 p.m.

High 5:55 a.m. 6:49 a.m. 7:40 a.m. 8:30 a.m
6:21 p.m. 7:14 p.m. 8:05 p.m. 8:55 p.m.

Of county 
varsity 

athletes, 
31% play 
multiple 

sports

SPORTS

Ü 5A

CARTERET COUNTY

BEAUFORT

Coronavirus
For the latest local information 
on COVID-19, visit carolina-
coastonline.com/coronavirus.

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Kitchen tables and living rooms across the county have 
turned into virtual classrooms as public school students 
and teachers adjust to working online from home.

It’s part of the new normal for public school staff and students 
since Gov. Roy Cooper issued an executive order in 

March that keeps schools closed until Friday, 
May 15 because of the coronavirus.

For Carteret County, last week was the 
start of online classes. The week before was 
a practice run.

The school closures are especially tough 
on high school seniors who said they are still 
hoping to recoup some of the traditions of 
their fi nal year of high school.

“I’m trying to stay positive and hope we’ll 
still get to have an in-person graduation and 
a prom,” Croatan High School Senior Class 
President Ally Roth of Emerald Isle said 
Thursday. 
“Our student 
government 
created an 
online Spirit 
Week so 
we can post 
photos online 
to see each 
other.”

CHS math 
and AP sta-
tistics teacher 
Mikaela 
Edge, who is 
also Student 
Government 
Association 
adviser, is 
coordinating the Spirit Week online site. 
She said it’s important for students to stay 
connected during the pandemic. It’s also 
important for teachers to stay in touch with 
their students.

“I already used a lot of technology in my 
classroom so that has helped me and my 
students to transition. Most of my students 
have logged in and are getting the work 
done. My biggest thing is not knowing what 
my students are grasping. I’m making videos 
to help them understand how to work out 
problems, but it has been a challenge. I have 
offi ce hours so students can contact me, and 
I do video chats and talk to students that 
need that extra support,” she said.

CHS Principal Kay Zimarino said she’s 
been amazed at how quickly teachers, staff 
and students have transitioned into virtual 
learning. She added, however, there will be 
kinks to work out.

“The No. 1 priority right now is making 
sure every home has equitable access online 
and that students have access to materials 

‘… We pride 
ourselves on taking 
care of them socially 
and emotionally 
and loving them 
unconditionally. 
We have made it a 
priority for that to 
continue virtually.’

— Al Robertson, 
Harkers Island 

Elementary School 
principal 

Families, schools adjust 
to virtual education

See Adjust / Page 12A

STAFF REPORT

Beginning Sunday, residents 
and those doing essential busi-
ness will only be able to enter 
the town via Turner Street at 
Highway 70, where police will 
implement a checkpoint later in 
the week.

According to a Friday after-
noon release from the town, the 
Beaufort Police Department will 
operate an identifi cation check-

point on Turner Street, which will 
be the only entrance to the town 
beginning Sunday. The town 
clarifi ed later Friday the check-
point would be implemented later 
in the week of April 5-11.

All adult passengers in a 
vehicle will need to provide a 
driver’s license or military ID 
with a Carteret County address to 
enter the town.

“A pass system is in place and 

Beaufort residents and essential 
employees are being issued entry 
passes. We ask that these passes 
are held to the window on which-
ever side of the vehicle an offi cer 
approaches from,” the town said 
in the release.

Vehicle occupants are asked 
to leave their windows rolled up 
unless asked to do otherwise by 
offi cers.

The pass must be presented 

alongside a valid driver’s license 
or military ID.

“Entry into Beaufort will not 
be permitted without these forms 
of identifi cation,” the town said 
in its release.

According to town offi cials, 
businesses are being contacted 
about delivery drivers, essential 
employees will receive passes 

Newport Middle School eighth-grader Kylee Thomas

Croatan High 
School teacher 

and Student 
Government As-

sociation adviser 
Mikaela Edge

Croatan High School Senior 
Class President
Abby Roth 

Newport Elementary School parent Brandie Hedrick helps her son Gavin, 6, with school work 
as his brother Carter, 8, and sister Madison, 4, complete their work in the families dining room 
Thursday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Town to establish checkpoint at Turner Street

See Checkpoint / Page 12A

STAFF REPORT

Health offi cials confi rmed an addi-
tional case of COVID-19 in Carteret 
County Friday, bringing the total 
reported number of cases to 16.

Nine of those patients have recov-
ered, the county said. 

The County Health Department 
reports collecting specimens from 
315 individuals, including one incon-
clusive result, 226 negative results 
and 72 pending cases. 

“The Health Department expects 
to see more positive cases given the 
amount of pending tests. The case 
count refl ects only those patients 
who have been tested for COVID-19 
and not all individuals in our County 
are receiving test (sic),” county of-
fi cials said in the Friday release. 

Under current guidance, those ex-
periencing less severe symptoms are 
being asked to isolate at home rather 
than seek testing. 

The county said the disease 
and virus are spreading and urged 
residents to continue washing their 
hands, practicing social distancing 
and eliminating unnecessary travel.   

To stay up-to-date on COVID-
19 in North Carolina, visit ncdhhs.
gov/coronavirus.

Susan Henderson, Cape Carteret
Joseph Tarascio, Atlantic Beach
Florence Willis, Morehead City
Barrett Davis Sr., Morehead City
Christopher Dixon, Newport
Donald Barnum, Ocean Springs, Miss.
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