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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Three-peat!
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 4B

Sunday 
Feb. 14

Monday
Feb. 15

Tuesday 
Feb. 16

Wednesday 
Feb. 17

Low 3:04 a.m. 3:47 a.m. 4:31 a.m. 5:17 a.m.
3:36 p.m. 4:11 p.m. 4:45 p.m. 5:21 p.m.

High 9:20 a.m 9:57 a.m. 10:35 a.m 11:14 a.m
9:41 p.m. 10:21 p.m. 11:03 p.m. 11:48 p.m

Hattie Henderson, Bogue Sound
Patricia Easter, Morehead City
Ray Lamb, Morehead City
William Barker Jr., Emerald Isle
Norman Trommer, Pine Knoll Shores

Ernest Lewis, Morehead City
Marcella Willis, Williston
Jan Dixon, Beaufort
Randal Mitchell, Moyock
Bessie Huneycutt, Morehead City

POLL
QUESTION

What are your  thoughts 
on Big Tech censorship? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
MOREHEAD CITY

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
Health offi cials in Carteret 

County reported eight new cases 
Thursday, one of the smallest 
increases in confi rmed COVID-19 
cases seen in several weeks, with 
active cases going up by the same 
amount as the overall total. 

The latest cases bring Carteret 
County up to 4,164 cases con-
fi rmed since last March, of which 
228 cases are considered active, 
3,895 people have recovered and 
satisfi ed the state’s isolation re-
quirements and 41 residents have 
died of COVID-19.

COVID-related hospitalizations 
at Carteret Health Care in More-
head City have fl uctuated between 
seven and eight for a few days, 
sitting as eight hospitalizations 
reported Thursday. The facility has 
seen a decline in daily hospitaliza-
tions since peaking at more than 
20 around mid-January, following 
a larger, statewide trend.

The Carteret County Health 
Department continues to partner 
with CHC and other community 
partners to vaccinate individuals 
in groups 1 and 2 of the state 
COVID-19 vaccination plan. 
Those groups include health care 
workers, those living and working 
in long-term care facilities and all 
adults 65 years of age and older. 

County reports 8 new 
COVID-19 cases, smallest 
increase in several weeks

See CLINIC Page 10A

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County health offi cials began 
hosting COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
Friday in the old Kmart building.

“The County has leased the old Kmart 
building to co-locate Health Department 
and Carteret Health Care COVID vac-
cination clinics,” County Health Direc-
tor Stephanie Cannon stated in a report 
presented Wednesday during the County 
Consolidated Human Services meeting. 
“In the future, when large quantities of 
vaccine are available, this site will allow 
the County/CHC to vaccinate 1,500+ 
persons a day.”

Ms. Cannon, whose last day with the 

County Health Department was Thursday, 
did not attend the meeting, but portions of 
her report were read by Nursing Director 
Kim Davis.

County Emergency Services Director 
Stephen Rea, who is overseeing vaccina-
tion clinic efforts, confi rmed Thursday the 
county is leasing the Kmart building for 
$5,000 per month to host vaccination clin-
ics for those who have an appointment.

“This will be by appointment only,” he 
said.

Mr. Rea expected to administer 640 
fi rst doses Friday, Feb. 12.

He explained that to begin with, the 
county will only host clinics in the 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

The record-setting year 
for tourism and occupancy 
tax revenue continued 
through the end of 2020, 
Carteret County Shore 
Protection Offi ce Manager 
Greg Rudolph said in an 
email Wednesday.

Even as the coronavirus 
pandemic continued to sig-
nifi cantly affect the county, 
region and nation, Novem-
ber tax collections from va-
cation rentals of motel and 
hotel rooms, condominiums 
and houses hit $401,504, 
and in December the 6% tax 
brought in $186,056.

Both totals, while low 
compared to late spring, 

summer and early fall, 
easily broke the previous 
records for those months, 
$380,894 and $150,872, re-
spectively, both set in 2018.

“A string of record-
breaking months began 
in June and has continued 
unabated for every month 
since,” Mr. Rudolph said in 
the email. “It is still appar-
ent that we are experienc-
ing a signifi cant uptick in 
visitation, almost certainly 
predicated by changing 
vacationing patterns and 
remote-working opportuni-
ties that have resulted from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

The phenomenon, he 
added, “helped rocket 
our 2020 collection of 

$9,004,643 to a level that 
was 18 percent above 
our previous calendar 
year high, which was 
$7,621,795, set in 2018.”

The county’s beach nour-
ishment fund receives half 
of the revenue from the oc-
cupancy tax, and by the end 
of December, the fund had 
climbed to $28.6 million, 
even after annual expenses.

In September, the 
total tax collection was 
$1,000,631, which broke 
the record for that month. 
August also broke a record, 
at $1,830,611, a 17% 
increase compared to the 
same month in 2019.

Similarly, July set the 
all-time record for a single 

month at $2.41 million, 
eclipsing the previous 
record of $2.02 million set 
in July 2017.

Mr. Rudolph said, the 
county expects the nourish-
ment fund to continue to 
grow, as even in normal 
years his offi ce projects 
occupancy tax revenue to 
grow at 3%, and it usually 
exceeds that percentage. As 
a result, at current spending 
and revenue levels he ex-
pects the fund to reach $39 
million by the conclusion 
of the 2026-27 fi scal year. 

The money is used to 
fund beach nourishment 
projects, although the county 
also has been highly suc-
cessful at getting state funds 

and money from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency after hurricanes.

The state legislation that 
set up the nourishment fund 
and occupancy tax caps the 
nourishment fund at $30 
million, and that could “be 
hypothetically exceeded 
sometime in the FY 2024-
25/2025-26 timeframe,” 
Mr. Rudolph added in the 
email. The state has raised 
the beach nourishment fund 
cap before, however. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Rudolph 
said, the Carteret County 
Beach Commission, which 
advises his offi ce, will 
meet online and in the Pine 
Knoll Shores Town Hall at 
2 p.m. Monday.

The major items on the 
agenda include election of 
the panel’s chairperson and 
vice chairperson. 

Longtime Chairperson 
Trace Cooper, the mayor of 
Atlantic Beach, has stepped 
off the panel. The current 
vice chairperson is Emerald 
Isle Town Commissioner 
Jim Normile.

Another item is review 
of Mr. Rudolph’s proposed 
budget for the shore protec-
tion offi ce. The commis-
sion could approve the 
budget at that time and pass 
it on to Carteret County 
administration for consid-
eration in the fi nal county 
budget for the 2021-22 
fi scal year.

CountytohostvaccinationclinicsatoldKmartbuilding

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Health offi cials provided an update on Carteret County’s COVID-19 vaccination efforts during the County Consolidated Human Services board meeting 
held via Zoom Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

EMERALD ISLE

Carteret County workers unload equipment Thursday 
into the old Kmart building in Morehead City, which 
county health offi cials report will be the site for CO-
VID-19 vaccination clinics. The fi rst at that location 
was Friday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Occupancy tax revenue breaks records, ends 2020 at $9M
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