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T deland News

During the month of 
March, customers of Jersey 
Mike’s of Swansboro can 
make a donation to BackPack 
Friends Serving Onslow and 
Carteret counties 

The month-long campaign 
will culminate in Jersey 
Mike’s “Day of Giving” on 
Wednesday, March 27, when 
Jersey Mike’s restaurants will 
give 100 percent of the day’s 
sales – not just profit – to the 
partner charities.

On Day of Giving, local 
Jersey Mike’s owners and 
operators throughout the 
country will donate their 
resources and every single 
dollar that comes in to more 
than 180 different charities 
including hospitals, youth 
organizations, food banks 
and more.

BackPack Friends pro-
vide weekend food items 
for students in dozens of 
area schools. These students 
might not otherwise have 
nutritious items over the 
weekend.

BackPack 

fundraiser

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Planning Board will continue 
the process of implementing the town’s recent-
ly approved land-use plan update in a special 
meeting on Thursday, March 7. Discussion will 
likely continue the task of creating an area in 
the community that will bring jobs.

Because the land-use plan is designed to 
serve as the town’s guide for future develop-
ment, incorporating its goals into Swansboro’s 
Unified Development Ordinance is critical to 
its success. (See related article.)

Over the next several months, the planning 
board will tackle that chore in what planning 
board Chairman Ralph Kohlmann called “bite-
size” chunks.

“This is the first implementation of the 
land-use plan,” Andrea Correll, town planner, 
told the board members at their special meet-
ing Feb. 7. On the agenda that evening was a 
rewrite of the MI zone, which is set aside for 
light industrial or manufacturing.

Correll noted that there are only two areas 
under consideration for the designation: Seth 
Thomas Lane and the Howell Family Tract.

Only a small area of Seth Thomas Lane, 
just off N.C. 24 on the west end of town, is 

undeveloped, according to Correll. The Howell 
tract is about 25 acres and is adjacent to Seth 
Thomas Lane.

“What we’re trying to do is promote more 
of a mixed-use industrial,” she told the plan-
ning board. To accomplish that, she suggested 
removing several uses from the table.

In response to a question from Laurent 
Meilleur, planning board member, she said the 
limited area should be reserved for true manu-
facturing. “Why should you waste the indus-
trial land for something that is not worthy?” 
The area should be reserved for business and 
enterprise that could provide employment.

“It needs to be more selective,” Correll 
added.

Kohlmann then suggested the panel consid-
er breaking down the process into four parts.

First was consideration of the “development 
standards.” As this section dealt with place-
ment of buildings, parking, landscaping and so 
forth, that was fairly straightforward.

The second part was considering the lan-
guage of the various aspects defining those 
standards.

For example, the standards include a sec-
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Weekend Weather
Saturday’s weather will 

be sunny but there is a 
chance of rain on Sunday. 
Highs will be in the upper-
60s and lows will be in the 
low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Gracie 
Muller, a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade class 
at Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.

By Frank Tursi

Too bad most Swansboro 
residents didn’t show up at 
the last meeting of Board of 
Commissioners on Feb. 26. 
They missed a history re-enact-
ment as the commissioners 
did their best impersonation of 
Tammany Hall. All we needed 
were some cigars to create that 
smoke-filled room of yore.

The crowd was the first hint 
that the fix was in. A bunch 

of high-school kids with their 
parents and coaches filled the 
room. They were there to be 
honored by the mayor for vari-
ous athletic accomplishments. 
That they were also treated to 
a lesson in 19th century, hard-
ball politics was, sadly, lost on 
them.

But where were all the busi-
ness owners and the Chamber 
of Commerce representatives? 
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Folks in the community awoke to a late-winter sur-
prise on the morning of Tuesday, March 5: snow. For 

many, the snow was mostly slush, as the ice on this 
berry bush in Stella indicates. (Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Amendments to the 
Swansboro sign ordinance – up 
for discussion at the recent 
board of commissioners meeting 
– have been put off. Again.

As the panel considered 
adoption of the agenda on Feb. 
26, Mayor John Davis said 
that “some of the commission-
ers” requested that discussion 
on changes proposed by the 
Swansboro Planning Board be 
delayed.

Surprised, Commissioner 
Frank Tursi asked why that 
would be necessary.

Commissioner Roy Herrick 
responded. “I don’t think the 
ordinance as presented is satis-
factory,” he said.

The vote on the even-
tual motion to table, without 
a date to bring it back up, was 
approved with four votes. Tursi 
did not vote, as Davis did not 
ask if there were any votes 
against.

The sign ordinance rewrite 
dates back about two years, dur-
ing which time there has been 
little control over temporary 
commercial signs in Swansboro. 
The rules on the books are sim-
ply unenforceable, according to 
Andrea Correll, town planner.
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(See SIGN, page �)

Nationally recognized. 
Close to home.
According to the Women’s Choice Award,® we’re in the top 
7 percent of orthopedic care providers in the country. And 
that means our patients have the very best orthopedic care, 
close to home.

3500 Arendell St
Morehead City, NCwomenschoiceaward.com

Panera Bread of Morehead 
City will donate a portion of 
its proceeds from March 11, 
between 4 and 8 p.m., to the 
Crystal Coast Choral Society. 

For information call (910) 
358-2997.

Choral Society


