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There will be a 
chance of rain on Friday 
and Saturday. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
mid-60s and lows in the 
mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Ayden Wilmoth, who is 
a student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Towns seek change in tax distribution

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the Swansboro chamber’s monthly newsletter

Bonnie Drury is this month’s Seaside Arts Council featured artist, Page 5

Swansboro girls are undefeated champs in league basketball, Page 8

Taking some creative license, the photographer provided 
an interesting version from what one might normally see 
from the end of South Elm Street in Swansboro, looking 
across the water. Removed from the photograph through 

enhancements were a chain-link fence and a sailboat that 
was in a yard; he also refined the colors to bring out more 
reflection and diffused everything to soften the photo. (Carl 
Lewis photo)

Taken from Elm Street

Commentary

Venue variety 

for vaccinces 

stirs memory 

of experience 

from 1960s
By Barry Fetzer

COVID-19 vaccines 
are being administered 
now at the Lenoir County 
Livestock Arena and at the 
Charlotte Motor Speedway. 
Stockyards and stock 
cars. Ya’ gotta love North 
Carolina.

Schools were a preferred 
location for pandemic 
inoculations when I grew 
up in the early 1960s. Sixty 
years ago, in the third grade 
or thereabouts, I stood in 
line with my Mom in the 
hallway of our Royalview 
Elementary School in 
Willowick, Ohio.

“Open up nice and big 

and stick out your tongue 
sweetie,” I’ll bet the nurse 
in the white cap and uni-
form said as she plopped 
a small sugar cube infused 
with a polio vaccine onto 
my tongue. A sugar cube. 
It was the easiest vaccina-
tion I had ever had then 
and still have had today, far 
easier than those 10-penny 
nail-like needle injections I 
feared so much as a kid.

Beyond Mom’s assur-
ance to me that there would 
be no shot, I remember 
that sugar cube … well … 
because kids love sugar. 
And I recall a feeling in 

Center repairs 

receive funding

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro has received grant funds 
in the amount of $242,000 to make 
improvements at the historic Emmerton 
School on Church Street.

“We received the notification,” Chris 
Seaberg, town manager, said in an email. 
But, he cautioned, “Please note that it is a 
provisional approval based on the Federal 
Review process. A more formal approval 
will come when we receive the grant 
agreement after the necessary reviews.”

The North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office administered the 
funds, according to a press release. A 
total of $9,172,500 in federal grant fund-
ing was doled out to 22 historic pres-
ervation projects in 18 North Carolina 
counties. The money is “to provide 
recovery assistance for historic properties 
(including archaeological sites) damaged 
by hurricanes Florence and/or Michael 
that are listed or eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places.”

The funding was from the con-
gressionally appropriated Emergency 
Supplemental Historic Preservation 
Fund administered by the National Park 
Service.

The State Historic Preservation Office 
provided grants tied to historic properties 
in counties that FEMA declared eligible 
for federal disaster funding, accord-
ing to the press release. “The program 
is designed to address historic prop-
erty needs unmet through other funding 
sources.”

“This program provides much-needed 
funding to not only help repair irreplace-
able historic properties after storm dam-
age, but to help local governments and 
non-profit organizations better prepare for 
future disasters,” said Reid Wilson, sec-
retary of the N.C. Department of Natural 
and Cultural Resources. “These funds 
will help to ensure our state’s treasured 
cultural resources are included in future 
resiliency planning efforts.”

Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
approved soliciting the funds. (See relat-
ed story.)

Built around 1927 as a Unitarian 
school, the building is currently in use as 
One Harbor Church and the Swansboro 
Area Heritage Center. Previously, the 
building was Swansboro Town Hall. It 
has also housed the Swansboro Police 

(See VACCINE, page �)
(See WORK, page �)

AARP 

offering 

tax aid
The AARP 

Foundation Tax-Aide 
Program for Carteret and 
Onslow counties will 
begin offering drop-off 
only service on March 1.

All services – assis-
tance for all with filing 
taxes but with an empha-
sis on senior citizens 
– will be by appointment 
only and appointments 
can be made by calling 
Traci Torrie, administra-
tive coordinator, at (910) 
326-6239, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Taxpayers who have 
called previously will be 
contacted.

The drop-off service 
will be explained dur-
ing the call to set up an 
appointment.

The service will 
include St. Peter’s 
by-the-Sea Episcopal 
Church at 503 W. Broad 
St. in Swansboro each 
Tuesday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

“The volunteers 
would like to thank the 
community for its loy-
alty to the program and 
their patience with our 
leadership during these 
complicated times as we 
work to offer the safest 
and most efficient ser-
vices possible,” Torrie 
said.

Town planning for boaters
Swansboro will upgrade center for transients

By Jimmy Williams

The Swansboro Visitors Center, 
situated on property that was pur-
chased more than a decade ago to 
be developed for downtown park-
ing, is being upgraded to encourage 
“parking” of a different sort, for 
transient boaters.

In action last week, town com-
missioners agreed to renovate the 
visitor center in order to make it 
more appealing to transient boaters 
considering an overnight stay in 
Swansboro. It is a step in the trans-
formation of the visitor center that 
got underway in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Florence.

The Swansboro Visitors Center 

– while staffed by the Swansboro 
Area Chamber of Commerce – was 
badly damaged during the 2018 
hurricane. Chamber officials ran 
the center, which included public 
restrooms.

The boyhood home of Tucker 
R. Littleton, a noted Swansboro 
historian and award-winning writer 
who died in 1983, the center is no 
longer shared by the chamber staff, 
it is run by town employees. And 
when it comes out of this renova-
tion, it will be upgraded in ways to 
accommodate the transient boaters 
expected to take advantage of the 
town-operated Church Street Dock, 
just a block away on the White Oak 
River.

The plans include eventually 
hiring a dock master to oversee the 
facility.

“They gave the green light,” 
Chris Seaberg, town manager, said 
of starting the renovations. “We 
are working toward making the 
improvements.”

The Littleton home, slated for 
demolition about 12 years ago, 
was instead moved just up Water 
Street to town property – originally 
purchased to allow for more down-
town parking – and turned into the 
visitor center with two public rest-
rooms. Had it not been moved, the 
historic structure would have been 
razed. Instead it became home to 
the SACC.

In the repairs that followed 
Florence the center’s two bath-
rooms had to be combined into one 
to meet ADA requirements. Space 
also had to be taken away from 
the area available to the chamber. 
But the floors began to buckle and 
more repairs were required. At 
that point, the chamber announced 
plans to move out of the facility.

Once the floor repairs were 
complete, town staff stepped into 
the role of operating the visitor 
center. It was at that time down-
town business owners, along with 
elected and appointed officials, got 
the idea at the time to expand its 

Federal storm assistance

(See PLANS, page �)

Write a letter to the edi-
tor!

Letters – like obituar-
ies – of interest to the 
Swansboro community are 
printed on Wednesday in 
the Carteret County News-
Times, which is inserted in 
the Tideland News.

Write a letter


