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No foul play suspected
in The Spouter Inn fire

‘To me, they are all my kids’
After 39 years in county schools, Bottoms retires

FEMA deadline approaches

A Federal Emergency Management Agency trail-
er occupies a lot in Newport. The program ends in 
March. (Dean-Paul Stephens photo)

Superintendent Mat Bottoms gets farewell hugs Dec. 13 at the end of a Christmas concert at Bogue Sound Elementary School. He retires 
Tuesday. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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As the year draws to 
a close, so does the 
39-year education 

career of Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms.

The man who started 
teaching in the county as a 
band and music director will 

have his curtain call as the 
school system’s top leader 
Tuesday.

Most of his 61-year life 
has been focused on educa-
tion, and it’s evident in the 
many lives he’s touched. A 
number of former students 
now teach in the school sys-
tem, probably one of the 

highest compliments an edu-
cator can receive.

“I remember all of my stu-
dents. To me, they are all my 
kids. There are many teach-
ers that were my kids,” Mr. 
Bottoms said. “When I was 
principal at Croatan (High 
School), I had several teach-
ers working for me who I 

had taught in school.”
For him, all aspects of edu-

cation can be summarized in 
one word — relationships.

“When you look in a 
classroom, you see people. 
In business or in education, 
it is about building rela-
tionships,” he said. “When 
you ask teenagers to come 

out in July and August and 
sweat and work their tails 
off in a band camp, they 
won’t come back unless you 
have built relationships. As 
a principal at Croatan, it 
was about relationships. As 
superintendent, it was still 

County
looks to
tackle
worker
shortage

BY DEAN-PAUL 
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NEWPORT — Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency officials have given 
Carteret County residents 
until March to move out of 
federally provided lodging 
and find alternative accom-
modations. 

This is according to 
FEMA officials and the 
remaining residents of 
emergency lodging along 
Averys Way in Newport. 

“FEMA’s direct tempo-
rary housing program in 
North Carolina is sched-
uled to conclude on March 
13, 2020,” FEMA External 
Affairs Officer Ron Roth 
confirmed. 

According to Mr. Roth, 
FEMA’s housing program 
in Carteret and other coun-
ties where a federal disas-
ter was declared follow-
ing Hurricane Florence in 
September 2018 was always 
intended to be temporary. 

“This 18-month program 

was intended to provide 
immediate temporary hous-
ing relief for those impacted 
by Hurricane Florence due 
to reduced rental resource 
availability following the 
hurricane,” he said. 

Federal officials includ-
ed Carteret County in the 
Temporary Housing Relief 
Program a little more than 
a month after Hurricane 
Florence. 

Originally, there were no 

Fire tape blocks to the entrance to the shell of Beaufort’s The Spouter Inn 
Restaurant & Bakery, which caught fire Dec. 22. Investigators said Friday they do 
not suspect foul play. (Elise Clouser photo) 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Investigators do not sus-
pect foul play in a fire that 
destroyed several down-
town businesses and apart-
ments Dec. 22.

According to a Friday 
release from County Fire 
Marshal Eddie Lewis, the 
fire that broke out at The 
Spouter Inn Restaurant & 
Bakery, at 218 Front St., 
resulted in a total loss of 
the building. Two other 
businesses, Tidal Treasures 
and Sweet Lilly Ru, as well 
as two downstairs apart-
ments and four upstairs 

apartments that were home 
to eight residents, also 
occupied the building and 
are a total loss.  

The fire was reported just 
after 5 a.m. Dec. 22 when 
someone spotted flames 
coming from the rear of 
the building, Beaufort 
Public Information Officer 
Rachel Johnson previously 
told the News-Times. She 
said seven people inside 
the building at the time 
were evacuated with no 
reported injuries.

Two firefighters who 
responded to the blaze sus-
tained minor injuries, Ms. 
Johnson said. 

Crews from 12 agen-
cies, with the Beaufort 
Fire Department direct-
ing, spent hours fighting 
back flames, and firefight-
ers remained on the scene 
to monitor hot spots for 
days after. A portion of 
Front Street from about 
Moore to Orange streets 
was closed for more than 
a day, though residents of 
those streets were still able 
to access their homes.

Mr. Lewis said fire mar-
shals were able to enter the 
building Dec. 22 and iden-
tified and documented the 
fire’s area of origin. Fire 

See Fire / Page 4A
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See FEMA / Page 5A
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C A R T E R E T 
COUNTY —  With the 
national and state econ-
omy expected to hold 
strong in 2020, county 
economic development 
officials will focus on 
attracting new, full-time 
residents to Carteret 
County in the upcoming 
year.

In fact, resident attrac-
tion is one of the County 
Economic Development 
Department’s top goals 
for the new year and 
beyond, according to 
Director Don Kirkman. 
He said growing the full-
time population could 
provide a number of ben-
efits, including address-
ing what he considers the 
county’s greatest present 
economic challenge: a 
lack of workers.

The county unem-
ployment rate is sitting 
around 3.5%, a near-
record low number Mr. 
Kirkman said effectively 
represents full employ-
ment. He said the pool 
of potential workers is 
so narrow, it is difficult 
for new or existing busi-
nesses to expand in the 
county. 

“One of our roles that 
we always talk about is 
working with existing 
businesses, and univer-
sally, the biggest chal-
lenge that they face is 
the labor market,” he 
told the News-Times 
recently.

Mr. Kirkman’s solu-
tion to the labor prob-
lem, then, is a simple 
one: expand the labor 
force by growing the 
full-time population of 
Carteret County. He said 
the more people who live 
here, the larger the pool 
of available workers and 
the more opportunities 
for economic growth. 

“The goal here is 
to grow our economy 
incrementally with-
out disrupting the very 
See Worker / Page 4A
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Resolutions
Try new products 

and goals for personal 
improvement in 2020.
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