
Mayor Ronnie Watson.
The town has not endorsed Mr. 

Shell’s project, but he has met with 
officials, and Town Manager Matt 
Zapp recently said his efforts are 
“interesting and have merit.”

Mr. Shell, a retired Maryland 
Highway Patrol officer and former 
Emerald Isle beach patrol/ocean 

rescue officer, plans to return to 
the same site every Wednesday at 
9 a.m. through September.

“Knowledge is power,” he said 
to the group of about five families 
who showed up. “If you know 
(ocean) conditions and safety 

frame is less than 2%.
As he wrote in the paper, 

“…either North Carolina 
has been very unlucky, or 
the historical record used to 
define the storm statistics is 
no longer representative of 
the present climatic regime.

“This analysis suggests 
that the occurrence of three 
extreme floods resulting 

from high rainfall tropical 
cyclone events in the past 
20 years is a consequence 
of the increased moisture 
carrying capacity of tropical 
cyclones due to the warming 
climate.”

Ramifications
What are the ramifications 

for estuarine and coastal 

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Marlins 
in title 
mode

The Marlins 
blank the Bacon  
3-0 to begin 
defense of their 
Petitt Cup title.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Samuel Nunnally II, West Palm Beach, Fla.
John Moore Sr., Beaufort

Beverly Connor, Belmont, Mass.
Jarvis Weeks, Bettie

Mary Laughton, Morehead City
Deborah Seguin, Newport

Norris Reed III, Morehead City
Maude Frost, Salter Path

Earl Miller, Beaufort
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More flooding, damage likely, report finds
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Analysis of nearly 120 
years of tropical storm and 
hurricane landing data and 
associated rainfall in coastal 
North Carolina shows cli-
mate change is creating a 
feedback loop that suggests 
increased flooding and flood 
damage is likely along the 
coast in the future.

That’s a general conclu-
sion of research led by Dr. 
Hans Paerl, Kenan Professor 

of Marine and Environmental 
Sciences at the UNC-Chapel 
Hill Institute of Marine 
Sciences. The research find-
ings and conclusions were 
published in a paper, “Recent 
increase in catastrophic 
tropical cyclone flooding in 
coastal North Carolina, USA: 
Long-term observations sug-
gest a regime shift,” featured 
in the July 23 edition of 
Nature Research’s Scientific 
Reports.

The rainfall data, com-
piled by the National 

Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
show six of the seven high-
est precipitation events since 
1898 have occurred within 
the last 20 years, lead author 
Dr. Paerl said in a recent 
interview.

Those events include 
hurricanes Floyd in 1999, 
Matthew in 2016 and 
Florence in 2018. Those 
three resulted in abnormally 
large floods, Dr. Paerl said, 
and the chance of that hap-
pening in such a short time 

CP hires
Rief as
town
admin

RIEF

BY BRAD 
RICH

NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR 
P O I N T 
— Town 
o f f i c i a l s 
announced 
Friday they 
have hired 
David Rief, 
an attorney 
and a former town planning 
director, permit officer and 
building inspector for Cape 
Carteret, as the new town 
administrator.

Effective Tuesday, Oct. 1, 
he will replace Chris Seaberg, 
who resigned in late June to 
take the job of town manager 
in Swansboro, an Onslow 
County town just across the 
White Oak River from Cedar 
Point.

Mr. Rief has been hired 
at a salary of $75,000 per 
year, and his appointment will 
be officially approved in an 
open meeting this month. Mr. 
Seaberg’s salary for this fiscal 
year was $72,000.

Mr. Rief, in a phone inter-
view Friday, said he is excited 
about the job and looks for-
ward to talking to Mr. Seaberg 
to get to know Cedar Point a 
bit better while he’s transition-
ing from his law practice. But, 
he added, he’s never truly lost 
touch with the town or the 
county.

He lost his home on Red 
Barn Road during Hurricane 
Florence last September, but 
is building a new house in 
the area. He’s been living in 
Trenton, in Jones County, 
and commuting to his job 
with Cauley Pridgen P.A., in 

School board OKs $2.7M in capital improvements

Emerald Isle resident kicks off 
ocean safety, rip current campaign

Town resident Danny Shell, right, hands out ocean safety infor-
mation to Mark Pearson of Iowa, second from right, who was in 
Emerald Isle with his family Wednesday. (Brad Rich photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Town 
resident Danny Shell kicked off 
his “Know Before You Go” ocean 
safety education and hazard aware-
ness campaign Wednesday, handing 
out cards with safety information 
and talking to 20 beachgoers on 
an oceanfront deck at the Holiday 
Trav-L Park.

The facility is owned by busi-
nessman and former Emerald Isle 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
County Board of Education 
gave a final nod Tuesday to a 
list of capital projects totaling 
$2.7 million for the 2019-20 
school year.

Big ticket items, approved 
during the board’s meeting in 

the school system’s central 
office in Beaufort, include 
the replacement of heating, 
ventilation and air condi-
tioning equipment in sec-
tions of Newport Elementary 
and White Oak Elementary 
schools. The list also includes 
improvements to school secu-
rity systems, replacement of 

floors at several schools and 
replacement of one activ-
ity bus and two maintenance 
vans.

The board also approved 
$43,675 for lease payments 
on modular units at Croatan 
High School and $779,00 for 
year three of a five-year lease 
for technology equipment in 

county schools.
Although a separate line 

item from regular capital, the 
school system also approved 
placing $485,000 in con-
tingency for HVAC chiller 
replacements. A portion of 
the money will already be 
spent for chillers that recent-
ly went down at Harkers 

Island Elementary and Bogue 
Sound Elementary schools, 
according to Plant Operations 
Director Kenny Pedersen.

Mr. Pedersen said the sec-
tion of HIES affected by the 
broken chiller will probably 
be without its main unit until 
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Dr. Hans Paerl is an expert on algae blooms. Here, he 
holds a sample. He recently studied the impact of flood-
ing on coastal ecosystems. (Paerl Lab photo)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With a 
huzzah and other celebra-
tory cries, pirates swarmed 
into town and captured the 
mayor, officially beginning 
the annual Beaufort Pirate 
Invasion.

The fun started Saturday 
morning with a pirate 
parade, the capture of 
Beaufort Mayor Rett 
Newton and a cannon blast 
heard ‘round town kicked 
off the shenanigans.

“It was a struggle, but 
the governor let me know 

the militia is on its way,” 
Mayor Newton said after 
he was officially inducted 
into the pirate society.

All joking aside, Mayor 
Newton said the annual 
event is a great thing for 
the town and people love 
attending it.

“It’s a great event for the 
town,” he said. “It’s well 
organized, safe and family 
friendly.”

Mayor Newton has been 
involved with the invasion 
since he was a small child 
and said this year’s event 
contains many factors that 

add to a great legacy. 
“As long as it’s safe and 

people are having fun, it’s 
great for the community.”

The invasion offered plen-
ty to do as attendees roamed 
the downtown district. 

Pirates storm Beaufort during invasion

Pirate Davy Jones points menacingly to the 
crowd Saturday during the Beaufort Pirate Invasion 

(Megan Soult photo)
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