The News-Times is inside!

In today’s Tideland News ...

• Emerald Isle has plan to reopen
• Classifieds, police reports, letters,
obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

Swansboro chamber recognizes Service Person of the Quarter, Page 2
Governor extends ‘stay’ but also offers plan to reopen the state, Page 3
Lowe’s Foods manager collects and delivers food for BackPack, Page 5
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75¢
PAWS
open
The coronavirus
pandemic has forced the
closure or drastic reduction of services for many
businesses and agencies,
but Possumwood Acres
Wildlife Sanctuary is not
among them.
“With all the closures
that are going on, we just
wanted to let everyone
know that Possumwood
Acres Wildlife Sanctuary
will continue to admit
any injured or orphaned
wildlife that you find,”
Toni O’Neil, executive
director of PAWS, said.
“We ask that you call
first to make sure the
situation requires that the
animal or bird must be
brought in.”
There are occasions
when what appears to be
an abandoned or injured
animal can be left in
the wild, according to
O’Neil.
“You can leave it
there as long as it is safe
from cats and dogs,” she
explained. “Other times
it definitely needs help,
such as a baby mammal
with eyes closed or a
baby bird with just down
and quills, but no feathers yet. These are too
young to be on their own
and must come here for
proper care and special
foods or formulas.”
O’Neil said many
opossums killed by traffic or other animals this
time of year are carrying
babies in their pouches.
She urges folks to check
the pouch – carefully
– when you see dead
possum.
If you have questions
or concerns about wildlife that may be in distress, call PAWS at (910)
326-6432.

Sunset on the creek
Mark Holmberg took this photo of the sunset over Queens
Creek from the yard of his home on Camp Queen Road. Of

the sunsets, he said, “They last forever here. Almost every
night we see shifting colors for an hour and more.”

Onslow has a plan to open
Outlined in proclamation, plan sent to Cooper
By Jimmy Williams
Though the county has yet to
hit its self-appointed milestone,
Onslow leaders are prepped to
begin slowly coming out of the
coronavirus pandemic shutdown/
slowdown.
At its meeting April 20, Onslow
County Board of Commissioners
approved a resolution asking the
governor to allow COVID-19
restrictions to end as of May 1.

Commissioner Paul Buchanan
explained though, the end date is a
moving target of sorts. The county
plan, which he said follows the
path to normalcy laid out by Pres.
Donald Trump, is predicated on
a diminishment of new cases of
COVID-19. (See related article.)
And, on April 23, Gov. Roy Cooper
extended the state’s stay-at-home
and other restrictive executive
orders.
Key to the plan – established

with the health of county citizens in
mind – is claiming 14 consecutive
days with no new cases, according
to Buchanan.
“The health of county citizens is
critical,” he said.
The proclamation, sent to
Cooper on April 21, references
federal guidelines issued on April
16 entitled “Opening Up America
Again,” which defines conditions
that claim a “downward trajectory of COVID-19 symptoms,

a downward trajectory of documented cases, and effective testing
and treatment of patients to begin
opening up businesses through a
phased-in approach.”
The proclamation states,
“Whereas, the President also specified the importance of local areas
conducting contact tracing, having
sufficient screening in place, an
ability to surge healthcare capacity
(See COUNTY, page )

Commentary
Americans
find better
ways to beat
coronavirus
The American
Revolution interestingly
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(See LEADERS, page )
despite our problems.
By Barry Fetzer

WEEKEND
WEATHER
The weekend weather
will be mostly sunny
both days with highs in
the low-70s and lows in
the low-60s.
This week’s weather
picture is drawn by
Karson Wheeler, a student in Elaine Selgren’s
first grade class at
Sand Ridge Elementary
School.

Mike Bryant and Samantha
Palacio took advantage of the reopening of the town tennis courts

on Wednesday, April 22, and still
practiced social distancing. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Attractions
open at park
By Jimmy Williams
With some caveats, the Swansboro
Parks and Recreation Department
reopened a couple of attractions at
Municipal Park on Wednesday, April 22.
The department announced on its
website that the tennis courts and dog
park, which had been closed for several

weeks in consideration of the executive
order for social distancing, are open.
Anna Stanley, director of the
Swansboro Parks and Recreation
Department, said the decision was made
in consultation with Chris Seaberg, town
manager, and Mayor John Davis.
(See RECREATION, page )
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