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T deland News

Long-standing residents, 
new locals and all others who 
love Swansboro-area history 
are invited to a fish fry.

The Swansboro Histori-
cal Association will host its 
second annual Membership 
Drive, General Meeting and 
Fish Fry at Casper’s Marina 
on Aug. 20. The event begins 
at 5 p.m.

The event is free for mem-
bers, and new members are 
welcome to join at the event. 
Lapsed members are wel-
come to renew.

An annual membership for 
an individual is $10.
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By Jimmy Williams

Providing daily meals for the 60 or so el-
derly and infirm residents of the Swansboro 
community through Meals on Wheels takes a 
lot of effort … and money.

Swansboro Moose Lodge, a nonprofit orga-
nization, has recently helped meet that need.

The lodge conducts a variety of events year-
round, according to Tony Price, Moose Legion 
Committee chairman. Included are fundraisers 
and community celebrations.

“We conduct a myriad of events and fund-
raising that benefit the local community,” he 
said. “Some of the events, … which the com-
munity is welcome to attend, include an an-
nual Easter egg hunt, Thanksgiving dinner and 
Christmas dinner at our Lodge.”

Price said the fundraising results mostly 
stay in the community, supporting projects like 
school backpacks and supplies, food for the 
needy at Thanksgiving and Christmas, toys for 
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Tariffs aim 

at reducing 

big deficit 

with China
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows in 
the upper-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Dalton 
Lawrenz, who was a stu-
dent in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary School.

By Dave Kaplan

Things have been busy 
around the White House. Presi-
dent Trump’s focus on imports 
has revived interest in tariffs, 
which he believes will protect 
the U.S. from harmful trade 
practices. The tariffs were ap-
plied to machinery and various 
industrial products and have 
even impacted American farm 
goods, such as soybeans.

It’s not easy to assess the 
economic damage these tariffs 
will have in our nation. So far, 
the U.S. economy has reacted 
well, which helps modify the 
effects, such as those arising 
from tariffs applied to Harley-
Davidson.

As much as businesses try to 
adapt, however, jobs, production 
and various goods and services 
will feel effects. One complicat-
ing factor is judging how much 
influence the steel and alumi-
num tariffs enacted earlier this 
year will have on the economy.

Many economists are care-
fully analyzing the tariffs before 
reaching conclusions about their 
impact. Justin Lahart, a colum-
nist at The Wall Street Journal, 
explains that some economists 

believe the effects will be mini-
mal, but some economic impact 
will surely result. After all, 
tariffs are taxes that raise prices 
and diminish sales of goods, 
such as steel and aluminum and 
the many products that use these 
inputs.

President Trump wants the 
tariffs to reduce the $376 billion 
trade deficit with China. But, 
as Harvard economist Martin 
Feldstein points out in The Wall 
Street Journal, reducing the 
trade deficit with China would 
be very costly for American 
consumers. It would eliminate 
many of the low-cost goods 
consumers buy from that nation, 
so American consumers might 
suffer even more than the Chi-
nese producing those goods.

Alan Blinder, an economist 
at Princeton University, explains 
that trade deficits and surpluses 
with individual nations are 
normal occurrences in world 
trade. He goes on to state that a 
nation’s total trade deficit with 
all nations occurs when it saves 
too little of its total income.

“Imagine a nation whose 
citizens don’t save much and 
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In the world of competitive 
eating, there is great respect for 
Brandon Akin, a Swansboro 
High School graduate who now 
teaches and coaches at Jackson-
ville High School.

As reported by WCTI-Chan-
nel 12 on Monday, in a contest 
to see who could eat the most 
chicken wings the fastest, Bran-
don was the odds-on favorite to 
win.

Competing were high school 
football coaches from across 
Onslow County.

Alas, a gentleman from Dix-
on High School upset Swans-
boro’s favorite son.

Better luck next year Bran-
don!

Akins upset

(See SAVINGS, page �)(See MOOSE, page �)

Pictured with Louise Rotchford, 
center, from left, are Phyllis Manning, 

Tony Price, Paul Nelson and Jim Ryan. 
(Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Sworn into the office less 
than nine months ago, Angela 
Clinton has resigned her seat on 
the Swansboro Board of Com-
missioners.

In the letter of resignation 
she submitted Monday, Aug. 6, 
she noted that she expected the 
resignation to become effective 
upon board acceptance.

“At our last regularly 
scheduled meeting, before we 
entered into closed session, I 

informed my colleagues that I 
would need to resign my post 
as commissioner for the town 
of Swansboro due to a family 
health situation,” she said in the 
letter. “This letter is required 
to serve as my formal notice of 
resignation, and it is required to 
be voted on publicly by my fel-
low commissioners at the next 
board meeting, on Aug. 14.”

Clinton delivered the news 
of her resignation at the board 
meeting of July 24, according to 
her letter.

She told the commission-
ers of her plans when they had 
assembled in a private room, 
apparently just before entering 
into a closed session to discuss 
“personnel.”

“She waited until the closed 
session,” Mayor John Davis 
said.

Clinton, who finished at the 
top in the Nov. 7, 2017, com-
missioner election with 338 
votes, was sworn in on Dec. 
12, 2017, to a four-year term of 
office.

It was her first elected office.
Swansboro commission 

terms are staggered, with elec-
tions taking place every two 
years. In the race for commis-
sioner, the top two finishers are 
elected to four-year terms and 
the third-place finisher serves 
for two years.

Clinton, 39, and her husband 
Tim Bronstetter moved to the 
area in 2007 and have lived in 
Swansboro since 2010, accord-

Clinton resigns
Commissioner cites family’s health

Angela Clinton(See CLINTON, page �)

Finishing up the repair work
Chris Pierce, left, and George Pierce, 

both of Richlands, subcontractors, 
work on the final touches at the site of a 

wastewater collection system repair job 
on Corbett Avenue. For details on the re-
pairs, turn to page 8. (Williams photo)

Commission 

will take up 

noise issues
By Jimmy Williams

After hearing complaints 
from three residents, Mayor 
John Davis said Swansboro 
commissioners would be dis-
cussing the town’s noise ordi-
nance.

Davis spoke to the issue at 
the end of the Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners meeting July 
24, following comments from 
Tom and Marilyn Cullison and 
Catherine MacLeod, all resi-
dents of the Deer Island Road 
area.

The three spoke at the end 
of the regular board of commis-
sioners’ meeting, under citizen 
comments.

Tom Cullison told com-
missioners the noise coming 
from – according to him – the 
Swannsborough Yacht Club is 
a nuisance until early morning 
hours. He mentioned the boom-
ing bass sound produced by the 
amplifiers, specifically.

“This goes on until after 2 
o’clock in the morning,” he 

(See PANEL, page �)


