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Cougars 
spike 
East 3-0

Croatan posts 
yet another 
shutout in a 3-0 
victory over East 
Carteret.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Polly Moren, Pine Knoll Shores
Arthur Denning, Newport

Dorothy Benjamin, Emerald Isle
Albert Ehresman, Newport

Michael Greer, Newport
Joseph Harbolt, Emerald Isle

Madeleine Filan, Pine Knoll Shores
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Friday
Sunny

High: 74 
Low: 62

High: 73 
Low: 66

Saturday
Partly Sunny

Snug Harbor to close

Officials with Snug Harbor on Nelson Bay announced this week 
they will close the assisted living and retirement facility by the 
end of the year. (Contributed photo)

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

SEA LEVEL — The owners 
and management of Snug Harbor on 
Nelson Bay announced this week 
the facility will be closing its doors 
Saturday, Dec. 21.

The facility announced on 
social media and by news release 

Wednesday that due to recent finan-
cial difficulties, the assisted living 
and retirement facility will close by 
the end of this year. 

“Significant damage to the facility 
by Hurricane Florence in 2018 and 
again by Hurricane Dorian in 2019 
resulted in a huge financial strain on 
the facility,” the press release and 

Facebook post read. “The delay in 
insurance reimbursement for dam-
age repair also made it impossible 
for the facility to comply with the 
State of North Carolina’s Division 
of Health & Human Service, Life 
Safety Division regulations for oper-
ating a skilled health care facility. 

“In addition, the overall costs to 
operate the facility, to employ and 
retain qualified staff, along with 
the current change to the healthcare 

Sheriff
talks
jail
needs
Panel takes
no action

CCEC
awards
grants
Teachers get
$23K in funds

Exhumation underway

BOE secures
staff director

Bonehenge, Smithsonian partner for skeleton recovery

Awaiting board member

ELECTION 
2019

Inside today:
Find profiles of the 
candidates in the 
Bogue municipal 

election. 
Page 6A

Saturday voting
Elections assistant 

Dalls White-Wells 
holds a sample ballot 

at the County Board 
of Elections one-stop 

site Thursday. The 
three county one-

stop sites will open 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday for a week-
end early voting ses-

sion. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Thirty-two teachers in 
Carteret and Craven coun-
ties received unexpected 
cash this week for class-
room projects.

They are recipients of 
Bright Ideas grants, which 
were awarded Monday 
through Wednesday, from 
Carteret-Craven Electric 
Cooperative to support 
innovative classroom 
projects.

Grant recipients’ proj-
ects ranged from pur-
chasing equipment for 
podcasts and journalism 
broadcasts to installation 
of a weather station.

Multiple teachers 
apply for the competi-
tive grants each year, and 
winners are not informed 
until they receive a sur-
prise visit in their class-
rooms from CCEC rep-
resentatives who present 
the checks.

CCEC Communications 
Director Lisa Taylor-
Galizia handed out checks 
Wednesday to some of the 
grateful recipients.

“These teachers real-
ly go to bat for their 
students by applying 
for these grants,” Ms. 
Taylor-Galizia said in a 
press release about the 
awards. “The innovative 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
County commissioners 
took no action during their 
Thursday special meeting 
at administration building 
after discussing a number 
of topics, including tenta-
tive plans to expand the 
county jail. 

County Sheriff Asa 
Buck spoke to commis-
sioners about his desire to 
expand the facility, citing 
limited space for inmates. 

“We’ve been dealing 
with this issue for a num-
ber of years now,” Sheriff 
Buck said, later adding the 
last update to the building 
was in 1995. 

Commissioner Ed 
Wheatly asked Sheriff 
Buck what jail staff does 
if they find themselves 
in a position where they 
are having trouble finding 
room. Sheriff Buck said 
his staff finds a way to fit 
occupants them. 

He also gave the his-
tory of the county jail. 

“The jail was originally 
planned for and designed 
in the early 1990s,” Sheriff 
Buck said, adding that the 
original designs were not 
meant for 2019’s inmate 
population. 

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
Bonehenge Whale Center is 
playing a major part in a 
scientific study involving a 
number of agencies, includ-
ing the Smithsonian.

Early Wednesday morn-
ing, a group of scientists 
and volunteers came out to 
Bonehenge for the exhuma-
tion of whale remains they 
believe could belong to an 
as-of-yet-to-be-discovered 
subspecies of the Gulf of 
Mexico Bryde’s whale. 

“We brought a whale up 

here with a lot of volunteer 
work,” the Smithsonian’s 
Collection Manager of 
Marine Mammals Dr. John 
Ososky said. 

Dr. Ososky was one of the 
volunteers working at the site 
just outside of Bonehenge 
Whale Center Wednesday 
morning. 

“It’s a rather rare whale. 
In April, it was listed as an 
endangered species. This is 
going to be the specimen, 
the holotype that we use to 
describe the species.” 

Holotypes are the official 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
County Board of Elections’ 
new director started this 
week, but Gov. Roy Cooper 
has yet to appoint a fifth 
member to round out the 
local panel.

Caitlin Sabadish, a county 
staff member, assumed her 
position as director Monday. 
She has a starting salary of 
$53,000, according to County 

Human Resources Director 
Jaime Long. 

The county BOE has expe-
rienced frequent turnover 
in recent months, includ-
ing two departures in early 
October. Former Interim 
Deputy Director Shawne 
Southard resigned Oct. 4, 
effective Oct. 18, and former 
board Chairman Rick Heal 
resigned Oct. 2, effective 
immediately.

Composting specialist Muriel Williman, left, with the city of Durham, assists in uncovering skeletal remains 
Wednesday at Bonehenge Whale Center in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)

The skeleton of a whale is exhumed, cleaned and docu-
mented at Bonehenge Whale Center Wednesday before 
transport to the Smithsonian. (Dylan Ray photo)
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