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Sinking below the surface

POLL
QUESTION

Is debating your political 
opponents on social 
media a good thing?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Shelby Freeman, Colerain
Stephen Gaskill, Harkers Island
J. William Chappell, Cape 
Carteret
Arthur Brown, Adams Creek
Helen McLean, Goldsboro
William Hobbs, Cape Carteret
Paul Phipps, Pine Knoll Shores 
Wolfgang Roeding, Atlantic
Alfred Hickman, Newport

Elmer Sanderson, Beaufort
Louvenia Horne, Morehead 
City
Eleanor Corbett, Newport
Nancy Baciak, Newport
Ethel Harper, Morehead 
City
Herman Gillikin, Otway
Audrey Stanley, Newport

MOREHEAD CITY

STRAITS

Glynn Hogan, 
Havelock
Larry Leuthauser, 
Cape Carteret
Carey Wilson, 
Beaufort
Lucille Russell, New-
port

STAFF REPORT
Offi cials have arrested a 

Carteret County man on charges 
of attempted fi rst degree murder 
after he allegedly exchanged fi re 
with a Carteret County sheriff’s 
deputy in Straits Friday evening.

The man, Hal 
Humphries Jr., 
formerly of New 
Bern, who was 
identifi ed in a 
Friday release 
from the Carteret 
County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, was taken 
into custody just 
before 5:30 p.m. 

that evening following a standoff 
near Blueberry Kennel Road in 
the Down East community.

Carteret County Sheriff Asa 
Buck told the News-Times au-
thorities responded to a call for a 
mental health emergency around 
3:30 p.m., and a deputy was dis-
patched to the location of the call.

According to the sheriff, the 
individual, later identifi ed as 
Mr. Humphries, allegedly fi red 
multiple shots at the responding 

The Morehead City Council issued a demolition order for this condemned property at 1004 Bay St. Jan. 12, after previously granting the owner an exten-
sion to tear down the building. (Elise Clouser photo)

HUMPHRIES JR.

Law enforcement from multiple agencies respond to an incident on Blueberry Kennel Road and Crow Hill Road in 
Straits Friday afternoon. (Mike Shutak photo)

Cityissuesdemolitionorderforcondemnedproperty
BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The city will proceed with demolishing a 
condemned structure on Bay Street that the 
property owner did not tear down by a dead-
line set by the Morehead City Council.

The city council issued a demolition 
order for 1004 Bay St., allowing the city 
to seek out contractors and place a lien on 
the property. The action came during the 
council’s regular monthly meeting held Jan. 
12 in the council chambers of the municipal 
building and online via Zoom. 

In September, the city council held a 
series of condemnation appeal hearings for 
the Bay Street property and several others 
the city’s chief building inspector had con-
demned and ordered be removed. In the case 
of 1004 Bay St., the city council gave owner 
Jesse Moore until Dec. 8 to comply with the 
building inspector’s order and tear down the 
dilapidated structure. 

As of Tuesday, the building was still 
standing. 

“That deadline has come and gone, the 
structure is still in place, so the next phase is 

to adopt this ordinance allowing us to go in 
and seek a contractor and have the structure 
demolished, and then we place a lien on the 
property,” Morehead City chief building in-
spector Robert Davis said Jan. 12 during the 
council meeting. “We can’t do that without 
council blessing.”

Mr. Davis added he had recently spoken 
to the property owner, Mr. Moore, who said 
he was in the process of selecting a contrac-
tor to carry out demolition. If Mr. Moore 
removes the structure himself before the city 
can proceed, the order will be dropped. 

“According to our conversation today, 
(Mr. Moore) has two demo contractors lined 
up and he’s hoping to have it demolished 
before we can even get our hands on the 
property,” Mr. Davis said.  

Mr. Moore has not responded to the 
News-Times’ request for comment.

A demolition order for another con-
demned property, 4004 Arendell St., was 
also on the agenda for the meeting, but the 
property owners removed the two offend-
ing buildings — a dwelling and a shed 
— earlier in the week, so the order was no 

longer necessary by the time council took 
action. The council held an appeal hearing 
for that property during the same September 
meeting as the Bay Street one and gave the 
owners the same Dec. 8 deadline to demol-
ish the structures. 

Meanwhile, the owner of a condemned 
property at 1008 Bay St. is moving forward 
with getting funding through a state disaster 
recovery program, ReBuildNC, to repair the 
home. The city council also heard that case 
in September and gave the owner until Dec. 
8 to either secure the funds or proceed with 
demolition.

The council held a fi nal condemnation 
appeal hearing in September that was con-
tinued to November to allow the property 
owner of 1308 Arendell St., a commercial 
structure, time to obtain an engineer’s opin-
ion on the structural integrity of the dilapi-
dated building. Owner Stephen Freeman did 
that, and he reappeared before the council in 
November, at which time the council gave 
him 60 days to tear down the rear of the 
building and six months to bring the struc-
ture fully up to code. 

‘Deadline has come and gone’

EMERALD ISLE

Authorities charge man with attempted first degree 
murder after alleged gunfire exchange, standoff

deputy’s vehicle while the of-
fi cer was inside. The deputy was 
not hit, Sheriff Buck said.

According to the release, 
the deputy sought cover and 
returned fi re.

In response to the incident, 
multiple agencies, including 
the CCSO, N.C. State Highway 
Patrol and Harkers Island Fire 

and Rescue responded to the 
area of Blueberry Kennel Road. 
Authorities blocked off the road 
after the intersection with Crow 
Hill Road for the duration of the 
standoff.

The sheriff confi rmed just 
before 5:30 p.m. Friday Mr. 
Humphries, who was report-
edly not injured, was taken into 

custody.
An offi cial confi rmed he has 

been charged with attempted 
fi rst degree murder in the inci-
dent and is currently receiving 
medical attention following the 
incident. Additional charges 
include assault on a government 
offi cial and fi ring into an oc-
cupied vehicle.

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Chief Tony 
Reese of the Emerald Isle Police 
Department plans to retire at the 
end of June.

Chief Reese, 50, 
previously worked 
for the Greenville 
Police Depart-
ment and came to 
Emerald Isle as a 
part-time offi cer in 
1999. He served 
as patrol offi cer, 
worked in internal 
affairs, was chief 

detective, grant management 
offi cer and assistant chief under 
former Chief Jeff Waters. He was 
appointed interim chief when Mr. 
Waters retired, then was appointed 
to the top post in January 2017.

“It has been one of the greatest 
honors of my life to have served 
the offi cers and citizens of Emerald 
Isle,” he said in an email interview 
Monday. “I am so very proud of 
the men and women that serve 
this department and our profes-
sion. I am also very thankful for 
the people of the community they 
serve.”

Chief Reese will be eligible for 
full state retirement benefi ts for 30 
years of service.

“I can’t express in words my ap-
preciation for the support over the 
years in every role I have played 
as part of this wonderful team,” he 
said of Emerald Isle’s offi cers and 
residents. “I have every confi dence 
(they) will both continue to thrive 
and be successful, because I know 
how much they care about Emer-
ald Isle.”

According to town 2021 goals 
documents, Assistant Chief 
Mike Panzarella, formerly of the 
Carteret County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce, will be named interim chief 
Thursday, July 1, and the town will 
begin a search for a permanent 
chief.

“The Emerald Isle Police Depart-
ment is an exceptionally well-run 
and professional law enforcement 
organization. Chief Tony Reese 
is an exemplar. He embodies the 
defi nition of a servant leader,” 
Town Manager Matt Zapp told the 
News-Times.

He said he saw no reason to 
make any changes in the depart-
ment because of the chief’s depar-
ture and added that the decision 
on his replacement is “extremely 
important.”

 “Emerald Isle will continue its 
community oriented approach to 
policing. The next chief must be an 
exceptional listener, communica-
tor and leader. We have come to 
expect excellence throughout the 
department and our incoming 
chief will be responsible for foster-
ing that culture.” 

During his tenure in the top post 
in the department and before, 
Chief Reese said he was “a fi rm 
believer that it takes a community 
to police a community.

Emerald Isle 
police chief plans 
to retire in June

REESE

See REESE / Page 4A
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