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was looking to a successful 
year.

“I appreciate all you do 
for our students and look 
forward to a great year,” he 
said Tuesday to the teach-
ers and staff that met in the 
school’s media center.

To encourage the group, 
Mr. Bottoms said prelimi-
nary results of last year’s 
state end-of-grade test 
scores show the school did 
well in helping students 
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Peggy Caddell, Stella
Paul Klem, Hubert
Bill Jaquett, Hubert
Jarvis Weeks, Bettie
Mattie Gillikin, Beaufort
Jerrie Jones, New Bern

(Obituaries on Page 3A)

Forecast Inside Tides Deaths

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Strongman 
teacher

County school 
teacher Sam 
Nicholls places third 
at a strongman 
event in Virginia.
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James DuBose, Beaufort
Shirley Mitchell, Havelock
Hugh Burroughs Jr., Havelock
Terence Frank, Morehead City
Juliette Dube, Morehead City
William Styron Jr., Morehead City

School personnel finish
prep work for new year

County hears Radio Island plan
Duke Energy vets industrial parkBY DEAN-PAUL 

STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — At their 
Monday evening regular session 
at the administration building 
on Court House Square, county 
commissioners listened to details 
about preliminary plans to con-
vert a significant portion of Radio 
Island into an industrial park. 

“We know that Radio Island 
is one of the most unique oppor-
tunities for port-related eco-
nomic development,” Carteret 
Economic Development Director 
Don Kirkman said. “Not just 
in Carteret County or North 
Carolina, but for the entire U.S. 
East Coast.” 

Spearheaded by Duke Energy, 
the proposal is part of the compa-
ny’s Duke Energy Site Readiness 
Program. The program, accord-
ing to Mr. Kirkman, is a means 
to prepare sites like Radio Island 
to host industrial parks. 

“The goal of the program is 
to identify sites that have eco-
nomic development potential,” 
Mr. Kirkman said. “Then to 

do an assessment of those sites 
to determine what needs to be 
done.” 

Duke Energy has spearheaded 

similar projects that have led to 
industrial parks that serve com-
panies like Boeing, Bridgestone 
and BMW, among others. In 
Carteret County, Duke Energy 
has retained South Carolina-
based Strategic Development 
Group to complete a preliminary 
survey of Radio Island. 

“The site selection firm that 
was involved in the Radio Island 
site is one of the leading site 
location advisory firms in the 
country,” Mr. Kirkman said. “It’s 
a group of out Greenville, S.C.”

The firm analyzed a num-
ber of relevant topics, includ-
ing zoning, soil types, available 
infrastructure, topography and 
other factors, according to Mr. 
Kirkman. 

“It’s reasonably easy to devel-
op from a topographical stand-
point,” he said, later adding there 
are also maritime benefits to the 

This graphic shows a birds-eye-view of the western por-
tion of Radio Island where the proposed industrial park is 
planned. This is one of two proposals. (Contributed photo) 

Marine Drive on Radio Island runs north to south, connecting the Radio Island Public Beach Access to the Morehead City-
Beaufort Causeway. Duke Energy is eyeing a portion of Radio Island for a proposed industrial park. (Dylan Ray photo)

White Oak Elementary School teachers and staff 
applaud during a pep session Tuesday to get employ-
ees excited about the start of a new school year. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

NWS: Get
ready now 
for future
hurricanes

Frank, former
commissioner,
dies at 65

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY — Local busi-
nessman and former County Commissioner 
Terence “Terry” Frank died Saturday. He 
was 65 years old. 

Mr. Frank is survived 
by his wife, Maryanne, 
and also leaves behind 
three children, Jennifer 
Alexander, Christopher 
Frank and Kathryn Walston, 
and five grandchildren, 
Owen, Carter, Madelyn, 
Abigail and Emily. His full 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — About mid-way 
through the 2019 Atlantic hurricane season, so 
far, no major storms have threatened eastern 
North Carolina, but experts warn with plenty 
of time left in the season, residents should still 
prepare for the possibility of a hurricane.  

The Atlantic hurricane season runs yearly 
from June through November, but storm for-
mation usually peaks around August through 
October. Carl Barnes, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service’s local office 
in Newport, said it is not unusual for the 
first couple months of hurricane season to be 
relatively calm, with activity picking up as 
September nears.

“What’s happened so far in the season 
doesn’t mean much for how the rest of 
the season will go,” he said Tuesday. 
“Even though it’s been quiet, we’re just 
now getting into what is considered peak 

See School / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET 
— County school admin-
istrators are touring public 
schools this week getting 
staff pumped up for another 
new school year.

Students will return to 
classrooms Monday, and 
Superintendent Mat Bottoms 
told White Oak Elementary 
School teachers and staff he 
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