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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Former 
West star 
hits it big 
on TikTok 
after 
school 
shut down 
in spring

MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 6A

POLL
QUESTION

Has your Christmas 
shopping changed this 

year?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Robert Steger Sr., Swansboro
Sylvia Jones, Somerset, Ky.,
Robert Daugherty Sr., Hubert
Deann Kruse, Havelock
James Ledbetter, Beaufort
Gary Meadows, Stella
Peter Walrath, Newport

Cecilia Lynes, Morehead City
Walter Majewsky, Newport
Judy Moulton, Kinston
Joyce Hidey, Archdale 
Kathleen Duda, Morehead City
Elizabeth Brown, Cape Carteret
Sandra Fulcher, Marshallberg

EMERALD ISLE

CARTERET COUNTY

MOREHEAD CITY

See VILLAGE Page 4A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

City offi cials announced Tuesday the 
Morehead City Christmas parade will be 
canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
and several other scheduled holiday events 
will be altered as well. 

The parade, which was being organized 
in conjunction with Downtown Morehead 
City Inc., had been set for Saturday, Dec. 
12, but at the beginning of a city council 
work session Tuesday morning, Mayor Jerry 
Jones announced the event was called off.

“We will not proceed with the parade 
next Saturday due to COVID-19,” Mayor 
Jones said. 

The city council also changed plans for 
the Christmas tree-lighting ceremony sched-
uled to begin at 5 p.m. Friday at Katherine 
Davis Park. The city originally planned to 
hold a traditional lighting ceremony, includ-
ing a band providing entertainment, but it 
will now be held virtually via Facebook 
Live. The mayor and city council will attend 

in-person, but residents are discouraged 
from doing so. 

The city will hold a similar virtual event 
for the New Year’s Eve crab pot drop, but 
the council gave Morehead City Parks and 
Recreation Director Jerry Riggs the green 
light to go ahead with planning a fi reworks 
display for that night.  

Under Gov. Roy Cooper’s Executive Or-
der 176, outdoor gatherings of more than 50 
people are prohibited. The order specifi cally 
names parades as an example of the type 
of outdoor events prohibited by the order. 
Carteret County Health Director Stephanie 
Cannon informed city offi cials the planned 
Christmas parade would violate the execu-
tive order via an email dated Nov. 24. 

“We are not in a good position as a 
county or state when it comes to COVID 
spread and holding a traditional Christmas 
parade is not advised,” Ms. Cannon wrote. 
“I fully understand the Town may see this 
issue differently. I would be happy to work 
with the Town and DHHS (the Department 

of Health and Human Services) to determine 
a suitable alternative as I know this year has 
been brutal and people are craving a return 
to normalcy.”

Offi cials in other towns, including Atlan-
tic Beach, Beaufort, Newport, Emerald Isle 
and Pine Knoll Shores, also canceled their 
typical Christmas parades and other holiday 
events.

As of Tuesday, the Crystal Coast Christ-
mas Flotilla, organized by the N.C. Mari-
time Museum in Beaufort and scheduled 
to kick off Saturday around 5:30 p.m., is 
still on as planned. Downtown Morehead 
City’s sold-out Chowder and Cheer crawl 
is also still scheduled for Saturday, as is the 
Breakfast with Santa hosted by Floyd’s 1921 
Restaurant.   

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by phone at 
252-726-7081 ext. 229; or follow on Twitter 
@eliseccnt.

Wednesday 
Dec. 2

Thursday 
Dec. 3

Friday 
Dec. 4

Saturday 
Dec. 5

Sunday 
Dec. 6

Low 1:58 a.m. 2:37 a.m. 3:18 a.m. 4:05 a.m. 4:59 a.m.
3:05 p.m. 3:45 p.m. 4:29 a.m. 5:16 p.m. 6:06 p.m.

High 8:31 a.m 9:10 a.m. 9:52 a.m. 10:39 a.m 11:30 a.m.

8:48 p.m. 9:29 p.m. 10:14 p.m. 11:06 p.m --------

Health offi cials reported 87 
more cases of COVID-19 were 
identifi ed in Carteret County 
over the long holiday weekend, 
though the number of active 
cases is less than what it was 
before Thanksgiving.

The county’s Monday CO-
VID-19 update is the latest 
posted since Wednesday as 
county offi ces were closed for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. In 
the update, the county re-
ported 1,895 total COVID-19 
cases have been confi rmed 
since March, of which 231 are 
considered active. There were 
242 active cases reported last 
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the county re-
ports 1,644 people have recov-
ered from the disease caused 
by the novel coronavirus, and 
20 Carteret County residents 
have died.  

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported four 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
Monday as well, down from six 
hospitalizations reported last 
week. 

The public school system re-
ported no new cases Monday.

County adds 87 
COVID-19 cases 
since Wednesday

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Development of the 
long-delayed Village West 
mixed-use community 
off Islander Drive is well 
underway.

A row of buildings is 
taking shape, all two stories 
high, with plans calling for 
retail stores on the ground 
level and residential condo-
miniums on the second.

Emerald Isle Town Man-
ager Matt Zapp, who took 
over that post after former 
Town Manager Frank Rush 
guided the project initially, 
said in an email Monday 
the developers are “meeting 
or exceeding expectations 
in relation to the Village 
West project,” and the 
development “will enhance 
public access and improve 
upon a visitor’s experi-
ence to the western end of 
Emerald Isle.

“The natural beauty of 

the oceanfront is a draw,” 
he added. “Having ameni-
ties such as food, conve-
nience retail and additional 
residential living is a major 
plus.”

The site is a 2.3-tract, 
most of which develop-
ment fi rm A-Team Enter-
prises of Morehead City 
bought from the town in 
April 2019. The property 
is north and east of Queens 
Court condos and north of 
and facing the entrance to 
the town’s Western Ocean 
Regional Access.

The town bought the 
1.85 acres it sold to A-
Team with the intent of 
building an events center 
but backed off after objec-
tions from residents. The 
town then sold the property 
to A-Team at auction.

The project, years in the 
planning, was delayed by 
Hurricane Florence in 2018 
and the novel coronavirus 

pandemic this year, but A-
Team fi nally broke ground 
in early July.

Phase one will include 
11 buildings and should 
be complete by spring, 
A-Team principal John 
Hamad said at the ground-
breaking ceremony. Phase 
two, which will include 18 
townhouses, will follow.

Retail spaces in what’s 
expected to be an $8-9 
million project start at 
$159,000 and residences 
start at $399,000.

Emerald Isle made a 
profi t on the sale to A-Team 
and put that money, plus a 
$100,000 state economic 
development grant, into 
Islander Drive corridor 
renovations, which com-
bined with contributions 
from A-Team, cost about 
$750,000, the manager 
said. Those improvements 
included new parking 
spaces, decorative lighting, 

burial of electric lines and 
landscaping, all to revive 
what was once a hub of the 
town but had fallen into 
some disrepair.

Some of the tenants in 
the commercial portion 
are expected to be EJW 
Outdoors of Morehead 
City, an ice cream/fudge 
shop, a coffee shop, and a 
craft beer shop and a frozen 
drink shop. There will 
probably be six or seven 
retail shops on the ground 
fl oors of the 11 buildings, 
since some are buying 
or leasing more than one 
space, according to Mr. 
Hamad.

The new parking spaces 
on the corner of Louise 
Avenue and Islander Drive, 
adjoining Village West, will 
be privately managed, but 
the remaining new spaces 
on Islander will be man-
aged by the town.

Village West project takes shape in Emerald Isle

Crews have started construction on buildings in the long-
planned Village West mixed-use development off islander Drive 
in Emerald Isle, as seen last week. (Brad Rich photo)

Morehead City cancels Christmas parade

CityCouncilOKsNewYear’sEvefireworksdisplay

Santa and Mrs. Claus wave at spectators during the 2018 Morehead City Christmas Parade. Mayor Jerry Jones announced Tuesday the 2020 event has 
been canceled. (News-Times photo)
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