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NEWS-TIMES Cougars keep cruising
Croatan stays unbeaten in league with 

3-0 win over Pender.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Betty Jacobs, Roanoke, Ind.

Marian Gurganus, Emerald Isle
Justin Williams, Beaufort
Henry Frost, Salter Path

Wendy Davis, North River
Gregory Thomasson, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Beachgoers walk east toward the sun earlier this 
month in Atlantic Beach. The county’s engineering 
firm presented its State of the Beach report this week. 
(Dylan Ray photo) 

Report: beach erosion 
continued after storm
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES 
— Bogue Banks beaches lost 
about 3.6 million cubic yards 
of sand during Hurricane 
Florence in September 2018 
and continued to lose more 
after the storm, up through the 
spring of this year.

The continued loss was 
surprising and bad news 
Monday afternoon when 
Nicole VanderBeke of Moffitt 
& Nichol, the county’s beach 
engineering firm, gave the 
company’s annual “State of the 
Beach” report to the Carteret 
County Beach Commission 
during its meeting in Pine 

Knoll Shores Town Hall.
Still worse, Ms. VanderBeke 

said to the commission, which 
advises the County Shore 
Protection Office, most of the 
lost sand is “piled offshore,” 
much of it at depths of 20 to 
30 feet below sea level “and 
won’t come back.”

It didn’t come back during 

the summer months, when pre-
vailing southwest winds usu-
ally add sand to the beach, she 
said, and it’s highly unlikely 
anything else will provide the 
necessary movement.

Geodynamics of Newport, 
the county’s beach surveying 

Managers to rebuild wild herd
After 28 horses drown, new stallion to be introduced

Forecasting Florence: Heden talks
community coverage, messaging

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, 
which struck in September 
2018, and the storm’s lin-
gering effects on Carteret 
County and its residents.

NEWPORT — 
Hurricane Florence affect-
ed everyone in Carteret 
County in some way, and 
for one National Weather 
Service meteorologist, it 
was both a call to action 

and a surreal experience. 
NWS warning coordi-

nation meteorologist Erik 
Heden works at the service’s 
weather forecasting office 
in Newport. Mr. Heden, 
in addition to performing 
regular forecasting duties, 
is responsible for acting as 
a liaison between the NWS 
and its local partners in the 
area the office serves, which 
includes Carteret County. 

When Hurricane Florence 
was due to make landfall 
on the North Carolina coast 
in the middle of September 

2018, Mr. Heden led the 
effort to spread the word 
and advise people to prepare 
for the storm’s arrival. 

Mr. Heden said he’s 
always been interested in 
the weather. 

“I grew up in Maryland,” 
he said, “and loved winter 
storms, severe weather, etc. 
Since I like the snow, I went 
to the State University of 
New York in Oswego.” 

After graduating, Mr. 
Heden worked as a broad-
cast meteorologist for five 
years. Then, in 2007, he 

joined the NWS, moving to 
Wilmington to work at the 
weather service office there. 
Later he worked at the office 
at Bingamton, before com-
ing to Newport in 2016. 

“I was senior meteorolo-
gist,” Mr. Heden said, “then 
I was made warning coordi-
nator in November 2017.” 

As warning coordinator, 
community outreach is a 
significant part of the job 
for Mr. Heden. 

“It can be (severe weather) 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR ISLAND — 
A manager of the Cedar 
Island wild horse herd said 
more than half the animals 
are presumed dead due to 
Hurricane Dorian-related 
storm surge.

Manager Woody 
Hancock of Cedar Island 
said Wednesday he has 
been unable to account for 
28 of the 49 horses that 
comprised the wild herd. 
Numerous dead horses 
have been spotted.

“We’ve accounted for 
21 horses and we know 
the rest are dead,” he said. 
“We may never find some 

of the bodies.”
The horses, related to 

the better-known herds on 
Shackleford Banks and 
Corolla, have roamed wild 
on small marsh islands just 
off Cedar Island or near 
the state ferry terminal for 
years, according to Mr. 
Hancock.

There are also wild cat-
tle roaming in the same 
area. Many of the cattle are 
presumed dead, as well.

“We found one (cow) 
body,” he said.

Mr. Hancock thinks the 
sudden and rapidly rising 
storm surge during Hurricane 
Dorian Sept. 5-6 caused the 
animals to drown.

“Normally the tide 
would rise slowly, giving 
the horses time to get to 
higher ground. This time, 
when the wind shifted, the 
tide rose 7.5 to 8 feet in 
an hour and a half, and 
it was early morning. I 
am sure they were graz-
ing in the marsh and the 
tide caught the horses off 
guard. They couldn’t get 
to higher ground in time,” 
Mr. Hancock said.

While news of the loss 
has devastated many in the 
small island community, 
Mr. Hancock said he and 
other local residents who 
oversee the herd plan to 
rebuild its population.

“We still have 21 left,” 
Mr. Hancock said. “I have 
a stallion from the herd 
and we plan to reintroduce 
him back into the popula-
tion.  There’s also a gen-
tleman in South Carolina 
that has two stallions from 
the herd that we can bring 
back if needed. We’ll build 
the herd back up.”

Mr. Hancock said of the 
21 remaining horses, there 
are 13 mares and eight 
geldings, which are cas-
trated male horses.

Mr. Hancock said there 
have been questions about 
why the community didn’t 
remove the horses prior to 

Leroy, a stallion that was once part of the Cedar Island wild horse herd, will be used next spring to begin 
rebuilding the herd, which lost 28 horses to Hurricane Dorian-related storm surge. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Newport native,
sailor buried
at Punchbowl
Now identified, Pearl
Harbor victim laid to rest

Hospital pushes
nurse retention,
attraction efforts

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

H O N O L U L U 
— USS Oklahoma 
Sailor Edwin B. 
McCabe, 27, of 
Newport, was bur-
ied Wednesday at 
the Punchbowl at the 
National Memorial 
Cemetery of the 
Pacific.

On Dec. 7, 1941, Mr. 

deaths of 429 
crewmen, includ-
ing Mr. McCabe.  

From December 
1941 to June 
1944, U.S. Navy 
personnel recov-
ered the remains 
of the deceased 
crew, which 
were interred in 
the Halawa and 

Nu’uanu cemeteries.
McCabe was assigned to the 
battleship USS Oklahoma, 
which was moored at Ford 
Island, Pearl Harbor, when 
the ship was attacked by 
Japanese aircraft.

During the attack, the 
USS Oklahoma sustained 
multiple torpedo hits and 
capsized, resulting in the 

In September 1947, 
while tasked with recov-
ering and identifying fall-
en U.S. personnel in the 
Pacific Theater, members 
of the American Graves 
Registration Service dis-
interred the remains of 
U.S. casualties from the 

McCABE

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Amid an ongoing nationwide 
shortage of registered nurses 
that is expected to worsen 
over the next decade, offi-
cials at Carteret Health Care 
are undertak-
ing efforts to 
attract and 
retain quali-
fied nursing 
profession-
als.

According 
to trade pub-
l i c a t i o n s , 
the U.S. is 
projected to 
experience 
a shortage 
of nurses 
over the 
next decade, 
especially as 
the Baby Boomer generation 
ages and the need for health 
care increases. The Journal 
of Nursing Regulation found 
four primary challenges fac-
ing the nursing workforce: 
an aging population, a short-
age and uneven distribution 
of physicians, an acceler-
ated rate of RN retirements 
and the uncertainty of health 

care reform.
“We’re in need of about 

236,000 additional regis-
tered nurses nationwide 
between now and 2026. 
We’re going to have some-
where around 40 to 50 per-
cent of our workforce as 

registered 
n u r s e s 
retiring,” 
said Pat 
Ausband, 
vice presi-
dent of 
patient care 
s e r v i c e s 
at CHC. 
“The col-
leges can-
not keep 
up with 
d e m a n d 
due to 
sho r t age 
of clinical 

staff, educational staff or 
lecturers and clinical sites.”

Mr. Ausband said stud-
ies indicate the shortage is 
expected to be most intense 
in western and southern 
states, and rural areas in 
particular will likely be hit 
hard. 

‘Additional nurses 
at the bedside reduce 
length of stay, reduce 
serious complications 
and reduce admis-
sions.’               
— Pat Ausband, vice 

president of patient 
care services at 

Carteret Health Care
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