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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar James Schofield, Beaufort
Janet Lyles, Beaufort

Ricky Johnson, Newport
Virginia Borowicz, Rocky Mount

Liam Davis, Davis
Robert Wilson III, Beaufort
Charles Farlow, Beaufort

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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MaST allies seek injunction
Parents, students pursue court
relief to stop school closure

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — At the end of 
Wednesday night’s public hearing on the 
potential closure of the Marine Science 
and Technologies Early College High 
School, attorney Stacey Gahagan of 
Durham presented a copy of a legal 
document to Neil Whitford, County 
Board of Education attorney, seeking a 
preliminary injunction to stop the immi-
nent closure of the school.

After presenting the document to Mr. 
Whitford, who made no comment at the 
time, Ms. Gahagan said she filed for the 
preliminary injunction, as well as a civil 
complaint, alleging the school board 
did not follow due process in the steps 
to close the school. She further said she 
filed the complaint, on behalf of MaST 
students and parents, in Carteret County 
Superior Court.

“There was a violation of procedural 
due process rights under the state con-
stitution and a motion for a preliminary 

injunction to keep the school open and 
follow the appropriate process accord-
ing to the law has been filed,” Ms. 
Gahagan said.

“They essentially voted to close 
the school during a meeting June 20, 
and they have not rescinded that vote. 
They’re now taking steps to listen to 
parents, but because they have not 
rescinded that vote the school is techni-
cally already closed.”

The complaint seeks a preliminary 
injunction “staying the implementation 
of the Board decision pending the out-
come of this case and preserving the sta-
tus quo for the CCPS and MaST school 
as existed prior to June 18, 2019.”

The complaint also seeks an award 
for reasonable attorney’s fees and costs 
to plaintiffs pursuant to N.C. General 
Statute 6-19.1 and further relief as the 
court deems just and proper.

Mr. Whitford, in an email statement 
Thursday, said, “… A response will be 

ABOVE: Marine Science and Technologies Early College High School rising sophomore Pierce Toledo lays out his case for keep-
ing his school open during a public hearing Wednesday in the school system’s central office in Beaufort. BELOW: From left, attor-
ney Stacey Gahagan of Durham presents a copy of a filing for preliminary injunction and civil complaint to stay the closure of MaST 
to Neil Whitford, attorney for the County Board of Education, at the end of the public hearing Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photos)

Absentee
balloting 
underway
Vote by mail in 
special election

PKS planners
OK final plat
for Maritime
Woods project

Cedar Point sets hearing on rezoningHandful of local 
bills make it 
through NCGA
Airport shift, Beaufort 
annexation approved

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 
— The current N.C. General 
Assembly session has fea-
tured a number of bills that 
directly and indirectly affect 
Carteret County. 

Almost all of these 
bills spent weeks weaving 
through both chambers and 
some have already become 
law, while others are still 
undergoing the process of 
ratification or effectively 

stalled for the remainder of 
the session.

One bill with local impli-
cations is House Bill 399, 
which extends tax credits to 
those who renovate dilapi-
dated buildings. Proponents 
hope the bill will help jump-
start projects, particularly 
in economically depressed 
parts of the state. 

“Now why is this bill 
important?” Rep. Stephen 
Ross asked during a March 

Dolphin Bay Estates residents said they will 
oppose plans to rezone a residential lot near the 
subdivision. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT —
Town commissioners have 
set Tuesday, Aug. 27 as the 
date for a public hearing 
on a controversial request 
to rezone a 1.2-acre tract at 
the intersection of Highway 
24 and Dolphin Bay Estates 
Road from residential to 
business.

The board voted 3-0 
during its monthly meeting 
Tuesday in town hall off 
Sherwood Avenue to set the 
hearing on the request by 
property owner Craig Hill. 
The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. in town hall.

Commissioner Pam 
Castellano was absent 
Tuesday.

The town planning 
board, during its meeting 
July 2, voted unanimously 
to recommend commis-
sioners approve the rezon-
ing despite all members 

expressing sympathy for 
residents who showed up to 
oppose Mr. Hill’s request.

The property owner at that 
time said he had no immedi-
ate plans for the land, but 
wanted the general business 
(B-1) zoning to make it more 
valuable for sale.

More than 20 Dolphin Bay 
Estates residents at that meet-
ing expressed strong oppo-
sition, because, they said, a 
business instead of a resi-
dence – the property is zoned 
R-20 (residential, minimum 
lot size 20,000 square feet) 
– would hurt property values, 

increase traffic in the neigh-
borhood and result in more 
pollution-laden runoff.

During the commis-
sion meeting Tuesday night, 
Crystal Coast Waterkeeper 
Larry Baldwin, speaking 
during public comment, also 
expressed concern about the 
effect business zoning might 
have on water quality in near-
by canals.

Stormwater runoff can 
“have devastating impacts on 
small canals,” which don’t 
flush as well as larger streams, 
he said.

Mr. Baldwin noted the 
White Oak River, to which 
the canals connect, is also 
somewhat impaired, and said 
his nonprofit organization and 
others have been working for 
years to try to improve water 
quality and bring back marine 
organisms, such as oysters.

“My concern is that water 
quality, even though there’s 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES — The 
Maritime Woods subdivision’s final plat 
is going to the town board of commission-
ers with a recommendation for approval, 
which means lots could soon be put on the 
market. 

The town planning board met for its 
regular meeting Tuesday at the town hall 
boardroom at 100 Municipal Circle. During 
the meeting, the planning board unanimous-
ly recommended the board of commission-
ers grant approval of the final subdivision 
plat for Maritime Woods, a subdivision 
currently under construction on a section of 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — It’s nearly time for 
Carteret County voters to go to the polls 
again, as absentee by mail voting began 
Friday in the special election for the U.S. 
House. 

Voters in North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District can now request an 
absentee ballot to make their selection in 
the race, which was called to fill the seat of 
the late Rep. Walter Jones Jr., who died in 
February.

Candidates on the ballot are Democrat 
Allen Thomas, Constitutional Party candi-
date Greg Holt, Libertarian Tim Harris and 
Republican Greg Murphy, who won the July 
9 runoff election for his party’s nomination. 

Election Day is Tuesday, Sept. 10.
Officials with the County Board of 

Elections said they are ready to roll on 
absentee by mail voting. 
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