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NEWS-TIMES Rotary scholarships
Beaufort Ole Towne Rotary Club 

awarded $1,000 scholarships to 19 seniors 
this year, bringing the club’s 17-year total 
of scholarships to more than $250,000.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Hugh Whaley Jr., Newport
Graham Corley, Newport
James Schofield, Beaufort
Janet Lyles, Beaufort
Robert Knobel, Peletier
Ricky Johnson, Newport

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Robert Wilson III, Beaufort
Stanley Vincent Sr., Salter Path
Melvin Bright, Morehead City
James Felton, North River
Lorette Hollinshed, Fayetteville
Frank Moore, Harkers Island

Work group approves MaST report
BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — A County 
Board of Education committee 
assigned the task of studying 
whether to close the Marine 
Science and Technologies 
Early College High School 
approved an 800-plus page 
report Monday that contains 
information on the school and 
other data members requested.

The report contains statis-
tics on MaST and other county 
high schools, including finan-
cial and student demographic 

information, as well as aca-
demic performance, classes 
taken and comments from 
MaST parents and county 
school principals on how the 
school’s closure would effect 
them and their schools.

Neil Whitford, attorney for 
the school board, who was 
assigned the task of compiling 
the information with assistance 
from school system staff, said 
the report is now available to 
the community on the school 
system’s website.

“The report is very lengthy 

because of the exhibits that 
are attached that contain raw 
data,” Mr. Whitford said dur-
ing the committee meeting in 
the school system’s central 
office on Safrit Drive.

The report can be seen at 
carteretcountyschools.org.

A packed room of MaST 
parents, Carteret Community 
College President Dr. John 
Hauser and others concerned 
about the school’s closure lis-
tened as Mr. Whitford reviewed 

See MaST / Page 4A

County ready
to pursue 2
nourishment
projects
First phase could cost 
as much as $30 million

OWLS seeks grants for upgrades
This diamondback terrapin is among the wildlife housed at the Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter in Newport. The shelter is seeking 

letters of support to include in applications for grants it hopes will provide funds for capital improvements. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — The Outer 
Banks Wildlife Shelter is 
applying for grants to fund 
capital improvements to the 
facility that is used to rehabil-
itate hundreds of injured and 
orphaned wildlife each year.

As part of the effort, OWLS 
grant writer and intern Robin 

Serne is inviting those who 
have volunteered, donated or 
brought animals to the shelter 
to write letters of support to be 
included in grant application 
packets. The deadline to submit 
letters to OWLS is Saturday, 
and they can be emailed to 
owlsprojects2020@gmail .
com.

Ms. Serne has created a 

suggested letter template that 
is available upon request at 
the email address. 

“You may have brought 
animals to the shelter or 
called and got advice from 
the rehabilitators,” Ms. Serne 
said Thursday. “This helps 
show the shelter’s community 
impact and that the commu-
nity values the shelter.”

In 2018, OWLS treated 
1,462 animals, ranging from 
songbirds and waterfowl to 
mammals such as opossums, 
squirrels and deer. They are 
currently in the middle of 
baby animal season and are 
inundated with baby opos-
sums and songbirds.

Delays at state level slow 
repairs at Fort Macon

Officials with Fort Macon State Park have blocked 
off visitor access to the interior rooms of the histor-
ic fort on Bogue Banks while they wait on the state 
in order to finish making repairs to damage from 
Hurricane Florence. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Carteret County 
officials hope to begin a beach nourish-
ment project on Bogue Banks by mid-
November for western Atlantic Beach, 
Pine Knoll Shores, the far western end of 
Emerald Isle and a portion of Salter Path 
left out of the last project completed this 
spring.

Greg Rudolph, manager of the Carteret 
County Shore Protection Office, said 
Monday he believes bids will go out to 
potential contractors in the middle of 
August and work should be finished no 
later than the end of April. The price tag 
could be as much as $30 million.

The cost of the last project, which 
included eastern Emerald Isle, Indian 
Beach and most of Salter Path, was about 
$21 million.

Phase one of the new project would be 
paid for – if bids are within range – with 
a combination of local funds, including 
town money, the county beach nourish-
ment funds and state money.

If all goes as expected, the county 
would then tackle a second project, phase 
two, to include central Emerald Isle, 
roughly from the Ocean Drive dog leg to 
the Western Ocean Regional Access, next 
fall or winter. That would be bid sepa-
rately to contractors next year.

In addition to demolish-
ing the flooring in the muse-
um rooms and removing the 
electrical wiring, dehumidi-
fiers have been installed, 
mold remediation has been 
completed, some of the elec-
trical replacement has been 
finished and some flooring 
replacement has started in 
the unfinished exhibit cases. 

Mr. Newman said state 
inspectors should were 
expected to arrive Monday 
to inspect the new electri-
cal wiring. He also said the 
HVAC system in the fort’s 

interior rooms needs to be 
replaced. However, fort staff 
has to wait for approval 
from the SHPO before they 
can install a new one. 

Due to having to wait for 
approval, Mr. Newman said 
the fort’s museum rooms 
probably won’t be open until 
sometime in early 2020. 

“We won’t be done by 
August like we’d hoped,” he 
said, “but it’s getting there. 
I think it’ll be after the first 
of the year for the museum 
rooms (to open).”

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH 
— Repairs to Fort Macon 
State Park are ongoing after 
Hurricane Florence, and 
some of them are on hold 
until they receive approval 
from the N.C. State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

Visitors to Fort Macon 
might notice certain interior 
areas of the fort are closed 
to guests. 

When Florence came 
through Carteret County last 
September, the storm caused 
severe flooding, which 
resulted in the wooden floors 
of Fort Macon’s museum 
areas and the electrical wir-
ing being destroyed, as well 
as damage to some of the 
park’s other buildings. 

F o r t  M a c o n 
Superintendent Randy 
Newman said as of this 
month, removal of the dam-
aged floors and wiring has 
been completed, and now 
“it’s a matter of putting 
things back.” 

“We’ve been waiting on 
lumber,” Mr. Newman said. 
“It should be here (July 19) 
for the outside stuff. The 
floors in all the rooms (at the 
fort itself) and the electrical 
work had to be removed.” 

N.C. State Parks Public 
Information Officer Katie 
Hall said Friday that to date, 
all the artifacts in the muse-
um rooms of the fort have 
been removed from their 
exhibit cases. They’re being 
stored in other buildings at 
the park. 

Neil Whitford, 
attorney for the 
County Board of 
Education, reviews 
the study report 
on the question 
of closing the 
Marine Science and 
Technologies Early 
College High School 
during a school board 
committee meeting 
Monday in Beaufort. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)
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