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Thanking frontline workers
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 1B

Sunday 
Feb. 7

Monday
Feb. 8
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Feb. 9

Wednesday 
Feb. 10

Low 10:16 p.m. 11:17 a.m. 12:10 p.m. 12:58 p.m.
9:56 p.m. 10:58 p.m. 11:55 p.m. --------

High 3:38 a.m 4:41 a.m. 5:37 a.m 6:29 a.m
3:59 p.m. 5:02 p.m. 5:57 p.m. 6:48 p.m

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree that 
school districts in the 

state should offer at least 
partial in-person 

instruction for all K-12 
public school students?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
BOGUE BANKS

SALTER PATH

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health 

Department is reminding 
residents who are scheduled to 
receive a second dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine Monday, 
Feb. 8 to report to the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center in More-
head City at the time specifi ed 
on their COVID-19 vaccination 
record card.

The county issued the re-
minder Thursday, the same day 
as health offi cials confi rmed 24 
more positive cases of COVID-
19, bringing the overall total 
to 4,051 cases documented 
in Carteret County since last 
March. Active cases increased 
by 23 to 318 reported Thurs-
day, with 3,693 residents 
reportedly recovered and 40 
dead from COVID-19. Two 
people were hospitalized at 
Carteret Health Care in More-
head City Thursday.

In the release, the county 
specifi ed the clinic scheduled 
for Feb. 8 is for second dose 
vaccinations only, with no 
walk-ins or fi rst dose vaccina-
tions being administered at 
the clinic. Individuals who are 
scheduled to receive their sec-
ond dose Feb. 8 should bring 
identifi cation and their COVID-
19 vaccination record card with 
them to the clinic. 

If a resident’s vaccination 
record card only lists the Feb. 
8 date and not a specifi c time, 
individuals should arrive at the 
civic center between 8:30 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. to receive the vac-
cine.

Health department reminds 
residents of upcoming 2nd 
dose vaccinations 

BEAUFORT

for future growth on bogue banks

BRAD RICH & MIKE SHUTAK 
NEWS-TIMES

A variety of infrastructure 
projects on the books or in the 
planning stages along Bogue 
Banks may be symptomatic of 
both swelling popularity and 
expected growth in the island-
bound towns.

Carteret County Economic 
Development Director Don 
Kirkman said Wednesday Bogue 
Banks is seeing “a surge in 
popularity as a destination for 
full-time residents, second ho-
meowners, investors and leisure 
visitors.” 

As a result, Bogue Banks mu-
nicipal leaders are “proactively 
planning” he said, including 
identifying multiple infrastruc-
ture projects to support further 
growth. 

Stormwater drainage
Amongst those projects is 

increased efforts to address 
stormwater management sys-
tems, a need long recognized 
by residents and government 
offi cials alike.

“All Bogue Banks munici-
palities are addressing pressing 
stormwater management chal-
lenges, which have been exac-
erbated by storms and heavy 
rainfall events in recent years,” 
Mr. Kirkman said. 

On the west end of the island, 
Emerald Isle offi cials are work-
ing this year to plan stormwater 
management systems and new 
public facilities. Town Man-
ager Matt Zapp said stormwater 
management is among the most 
immediate needs, as fl ooding 
already occurs in many areas 
during rainstorms and larger, 
new construction is supplant-

Asexpansion
continues,
townsturnfocus
toinfrastructure

A variety of infrastructure projects are on the books or in the planning stages this year in the towns along Bogue 
Banks. (File photo)

Kathleen Freer, Morehead City
William Dwyer IV, Newport
Trina Futo, Otway
Gilbert Mealer, Newport
Pauline Scott, Newport
Frederick McCune, Virginia Beach, Va.
Harold Whealton, Morehead City

Ronald Smith, Salisbury
Hattie Henderson, Bogue Sound
Russell Terrell, New Bern
Alvin Taylor, Morehead City
Clyde Cheek Jr., Swansboro
Sterling McCarthy, Beaufort
Douglas O’Neal, Cape Carteret

See SCHOOL Page 5A
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From funding to hire more mi-
nority teachers to budgeting for 
the Marine Science and Technol-
ogies Early College High School, 
Carteret County parents and other 
residents shared Tuesday what 
they want included in the county 
school system’s 2021-22 budget.

In addition, another group of 
parents, represented by Morehead 
City Manager Ryan Eggleston, 
appealed to the County Board of 
Education to provide more fund-
ing for academically and intellec-
tually gifted programs.

The school board is in the 
process of developing its 2021-22 
county budget request and invited 
the public to share concerns dur-
ing a hearing at the beginning of 

the board’s meeting in the school 
system’s central offi ce on Safrit 
Drive.

Missy Oden, a member of Citi-
zens for Diversity in Education, 
said, “CDE is here to prompt 
each one here to move from our 
seat of complacency on issues 
and matters that we know is go-
ing on and affecting our minority 
students, teachers support staff 
— which also includes the lack 
thereof. It’s time we take action.”

Ms. Oden was fl anked by 
several members of the grassroots 
group, which presented copies of 
a three-phase plan to increase the 
recruitment, hire and retention of 
minority educators to each board 
member and school administrator. 
The estimated cost to implement 
the plan is $487,500.

The plan’s three phases are 
identifi cation and removal of bar-
riers and stigmas and a minority 
retention plan; improvement of 
the hiring process; and account-
ability.

Several MaST parents also 
shared comments on the budget 
via emails, which Assistant Su-
perintendent Blair Propst read to 
board members.

In her email, MaST parent Erin 
Gordon said, “...Programs like 
MaST are imperative, they serve 
a large group of diverse students 
that don’t always excel in a typi-
cal high school environment...”

MaST parent Robin Meyer, in 
her email, stated, “...Our county 
needs to continue to provide and 
encourage an affordable path-
way for these students to access 
higher education while in high 
school....”

MaST is an early college high 
school that meets on the campus 
of Carteret Community College 
in Morehead City and allows 
students to earn high school and 
college credits simultaneously. 
The school has been embroiled 
in a legal battle with the school 
board since a group of MaST 
parents and students fi led an 
amended complaint and a motion 
for a preliminary injunction in 
September seeking a court order 
to force enrollment of a freshman 
class. This came after the school 

board voted in June to not enroll 
one, citing budget concerns. Only 
already-enrolled sophomores and 
juniors comprise the school this 
year. 

The latest ruling on the case 
took place Dec. 4, when Supe-
rior Court Judge Josh Willey Jr. 
denied a motion for a preliminary 
injunction to require the school 
system to enroll a freshman class. 
The MaST group is still pursuing 
a breach-of-contract claim.

Wednesday, BOE attorney Neil 
Whitford said Superintendent 
Dr. Rob Jackson is continuing to 
use a resolution the school board 
adopted in July 2019 to operate 
the school and is reviewing those 
plans.

Parents highlight budget concerns for Carteret County school board

ing older, smaller structures, 
increasing runoff.

 In addition, Planning Direc-
tor Josh Edmondson has noted 
fl ooding now occurs in less 
severe rains than in the past. It’s 
all a result of continued rapid 
growth in a town that has only 
about 4,000 residents full time, 
a fi gure swelling to as many as 
40,000 on peak summer week-
ends.

“We’re working with the en-
gineering fi rm Moffat & Nichol 
to assess stormwater needs 
within our town limits,” Mr. 
Zapp said. “We’re in the infancy 
of establishing a comprehensive 
list of needs, projects and cost 
estimates.”

The timeline is fl uid, he 
continued as Emerald Isle is 
looking to the state and federal 
governments for help funding 
improvements.

In December, Emerald Isle 
commissioners voted unani-
mously to authorize Mr. Zapp to 

sign a $386,000 contract with 
Moffat & Nichol for develop-
ment and implementation of 
a comprehensive stormwater 
management plan. He said in 
order to get Federal Emergency 

Management Agency money, 
the plan and its implementation 
will be broken into pieces and 
bids will be awarded in seg-
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Town offi cials are hammering out the details of plans 
to extend sewer service to the town’s commercial corridor.  

Atlantic Beach offi cials hope to extend sewer service 
along the Atlantic Beach Causeway and a section of 
Fort Macon Road that make up the town’s commercial 
corridor. The purpose is to allow property owners and 
developers more options and encourage increased com-
mercial uses. 

The council met for its annual planning retreat Jan. 29 
at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, and Mayor Trace Coo-
per said discussion of this plan began in 2020. 

“The general consensus was to see what we could do 
to extend wastewater service,” he said. 

Atlantic Beach works to solidify plans to 
extend sewer service along causeway

u School offi cials express 
frustration over governor’s 
reopening guidance - Page 4
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