
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
high temperatures in the 
low-70s and lows in the 
upper-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Lina 
Pinkerton, who is a 
student in Julie Reed’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cape Carteret plans seasonal event

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the SACC newsletter

Swansboro in line for street funding, Page 2

Croatan derails Pirates’ soccer hopes, Page 8

There have been more and more sightings of ghosts and 
goblins – like this display at a home on Rosemary Avenue in 
Hubert – as we get closer to Halloween. It is a signal for us 

to be prepared for little ones going door-to-door on Mon-
day, Oct. 31, looking for treats. Be prepared or expect to be 
tricked, between 5:30 and 8 p.m. (Pete Rulon photo)

It’s time to get your treats!

Commentary

Health care 

decisions

best made

by doctors
By Dr. Jenna Beckham

The overwhelming 
majority of abortions in 
this country (more than 90 
percent) occur before the 
pregnancy has reached 12 
weeks, and generally less 

than 1 percent occurs after 
20 weeks. As is the case 
with all health care, how-
ever, there are instances in 
which difficult or unpre-
dictable circumstances can 

EOC planning 

bids pondered

The Teacher Building at Hammocks Beach 
State Park will be restored and renovated to 
meet Americans with Disabilities Act standards, 

thanks to a Parks and Recreation Trust Fund 
grant awarded to state parks in August. (Jimmy 
Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

At a time when government projects 
are ramping up – thanks to an infusion 
of government money by way of the 
American Rescue Plan Act – Swansboro 
has received proposals on a big project 
from five firms.

The town is looking for guidance and 
more on providing a safe place to house 
emergency services personnel during 
periods of severe weather and disaster.

Paula Webb, town manager, said 
architects and engineer consultants that 
might lead the town through the process 
of establishing an emergency operations 
center have been interviewed,

“A portion of the full committee 
interviewed three firms on Tuesday (Oct. 
18),” Webb said in her message to com-
missioners on Friday, Oct. 21. “Our rec-
ommendation will be shared with the full 
committee next Wednesday (Oct. 26) and 
then forthcoming to the board of commis-
sioners on Nov. 14.”

Under the Emergency Operations 
Committee, with $6 million in state 
funds, the town solicited ideas on provid-
ing an Emergency Operations Center for 
police, fire, rescue and administration.

Town Commissioner Larry Philpott, 
chairman of the committee, said that 

(See HEALTH, page �)
(See PLAN, page �)

Award 

deadline 

nearing
Swansboro lead-

ers are still accepting 
nominations for the 
Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Community 
Service Award.

This award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership, and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park.

Given annually to 
a public employee, 
civic leader or com-
munity volunteer that 
has demonstrated out-
standing dedication to 
the improvement of 
community services, 
the honor is awarded by 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners based 
on five criteria: impact, 
effort, stewardship, ini-
tiative and innovation.

Nomination infor-
mation/application forms 
are available at town hall 
or online. Applications 
will be accepted through 
Oct. 31 and should 
be returned to Alissa 
Fender, town clerk, at 
town hall or by email at 
afender@ci.swansboro.
nc.us.
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By Jimmy Williams

State officials 
announced funding for 
several projects through the 
state’s Parks and Recreation 
Trust Fund in August. And 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park will get a sizeable 
chunk.

More than $17 mil-
lion in grants will fund 39 
local parks and recreation 
projects across the state, 
according to a press release. 
The North Carolina Parks 
and Recreation Authority 
approved the grants on Aug. 
26.

The authority allo-
cated $5.7 million to the 
N.C. Division of Parks 
and Recreation for dif-
ferent things, including 
several capital projects at 
Hammock’s Beach State 
Park.

During the recent meet-
ing of the Friends of the 
Hammocks and Bear Island, 
a citizen support group for 
the park, members were 
briefed on where the local 

funds will be spent.
FHBI member David 

Pearson, executive direc-
tor of the Friends of State 
Parks, a statewide char-
ity for state parks, said a 
PARTF grant would help 
cover the cost of restoring a 
historic structure.

“The Teachers Building 
was a little over a million 
dollars over budget when 
they got all the bids in,” he 
explained at the Sept. 10 
meeting at the Hammocks 
Beach State Park Visitor 
Center.

The Teachers Building 

is on the mainland section 
of the park, on the 289-acre 
tract obtained by the state 
in 2015, and slated for res-
toration through an earlier 
PRTF grant. 

“The Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund 
upped their grant from 

$2.2 million,” Pearson 
explained. “They added 
another $1.3 million for a 
total of $3,576,000.”

Also funded through 
the recent grants are 
improvements to a planned 

Teacher Building is funded
Historic 

structure 

at park

(See WORK, page �)

Hammocks Beach State 
Park will host The Trunk or 
Treat Halloween Bash on 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 2-5 p.m.

The annual Halloween 
event – after a three-year 
absence – returns and 
includes a haunted house, 
hayrides, games, candy, 
prizes and treats.

Call (910) 326-4881 for 
information.

Trunk ot Treat 

will be Oct. 30


