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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny 
Saturday with a chance 
of rain Sunday. Highs 
will be in the mid-60s 
with lows in the upper-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Devin Mercer, who is 
a student in Sharon 
Russell’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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In today’s Tideland News ...

The Chamber Tidings inside today’s edition

Seaside Arts Council profiles Gary Edmisten Page 7

The SHS volleyball squad loses a tough one, Page 11

Robert Lee Lytle 
Jr., photo at right, a 
volunteer at the Hem 
of His Garment thrift 
store in Swansboro, 
loads the ingredients 
for a Thanksgiving 
meal into a client’s vehicle. The Hem volunteers distributed 
179 Thanksgiving dinners for folks in need on Saturday, ac-

Dinners 

to go

Commentary

Mini-survey, 

pre-election, 

uncovers 

Trump haters 

in media
By Barry Fetzer

I conducted a mini-
survey since late June 
to determine how many 
anti-Trump headlines or 
articles I would read up to 
the election. I kept track of 
the headlines and the writer 
or publisher read from 
one of our local papers 
(The Daily News), which 
included (mostly) columns 
written from the traditional 
Trump adversaries, The 
Washington Post, The New 
York Times, and CNN, 
writers known for being 
both conservative (George 
Will and Michael Gerson) 
and liberal (Leonard 
Pitts, S. E. Cupp, and E.J. 
Dionne), and writers from 
Politico, Newsweek and 
from an obscure political 
organization (it’s really 

not supposed to be politi-
cal but very much was…or 
is…) “Word-a-Day,” a blog 
for word lovers (words at 
wordsmith.org), where the 
editor, Anu Garg, made 
no attempt to withhold his 
emotional opposition to 
Trump.

I stopped counting on 
Nov. 4 (even though the 
election had not been called 
yet and) even though the 
negative Trump columns 
kept-a-comin’ at a furious 
pace. And they still are.

My count? One hundred 
anti-Trump columns and 
headlines from late June to 
early November. And that’s 
just little ol’ me subscribing 
to the little ol’ Jacksonville 
Daily News, watching an 
hour or so of TV news each 

Giving thanks 

for Finley

Finley Littleton, seen here with 
his father, Matt, left, and mother, 
Keri, is healthy and well five months 

after being born 3-1/2 months pre-
mature. His doctor calls it a “mira-
cle.” (Contributed photo)

By Zack Nally

November, National Prematurity 
Awareness Month, is also when 
Americans celebrate all things for which 
we are thankful.

The Littleton family of Swansboro 
has much to be thankful for this 
Thanksgiving, as they hold their 5-month 

old baby, Finley. In June, when he was 
born, a happy holiday season seemed 
light years away.

Babies are considered premature 
when they’re born before the 37th week 
of pregnancy, of which the World Health 
Organization estimates applies to roughly 
1 in 10 of all births in the United States. 

(See HATERS, page �)
(See FINLEY, page �)

Town 

collects 

clothing
The town of Cedar 

Point is sponsoring 
Operation Bundle Up 
2020.

Through the effort, 
children who need them 
are given hats, coats and 
gloves.

Now throughout the 
winter season the town 
will accept coats, hood-
ies, mittens, gloves and 
winter hats at Cedar 
Point Town Hall.

Donations must be 
new items, with tags 
attached, according to 
Jayne Calhoun, town 
clerk.

Town hall is at 427 
Sherwood Ave.

Call (252) 393-7898 
for information.

cording to Clete Ketner, chairman of the Hem. (Pete Rulon 
photos)

Temporary signs
Amendments headed to commissioners

By Jimmy Williams

For what seems to be the – we 
have lost count – time, Swansboro 
Planning Board considered and 
suggested a new set of rules for 
temporary commercial signs. This 
time, the action came at the Nov. 
16 special meeting of the planning 
board.

The meeting was postponed 
twice from the regular meeting 
night, Nov. 3, first because of the 
General Election, and then from 

Nov. 10 because of a member 
absence.

The planning board’s involve-
ment with establishing a clearer set 
of temporary sign rules has been 
going on for years. (See related 
story.) Most recently, the planning 
board discussed – and came up 
with a suggestion for rule amend-
ments – at its May meting.

However, because the 
Swansboro Historic Preservation 
Commission had yet to rule on 
temporary signs in the historic 

district and because town com-
missioners wanted the planning 
board to also consider amortizing 
freestanding signs, the temporary 
sign rules were returned for another 
consideration, according to Jennifer 
Ansell, town planner.

The planning board acts in an 
advisory capacity to the board of 
commissioners, which has the final 
say on matters such as ordinance 
amendments.

“A second review by the plan-
ning board is now needed due to 

the identification of additional 
inconsistencies within the ordi-
nance and the historic commis-
sion’s recommendation for changes 
to the design guidelines,” Ansell 
points out in a memo to the plan-
ning board.

The Nov. 16 meeting took place 
in a hybrid format. Scott Chadwick, 
chairman of the planning board, 
and members Jeff Conaway, Mike 
Favata, Ed McHale, David Mohr 

(See PLANNERS, page �)

Is Inside!

A contract to improve 
sections of more than a 
dozen Onslow County roads 
was recently awarded, and 
work can start in the spring, 
according to a press release 
from Lauren Haviland of 
the N.C. Department of 
Transportation.

The $2.1 million 
contract was awarded 
to Barnhill Contracting 
Company of Rocky Mount. 
The contractor will resur-
face and improve the road-
way and shoulders along 
more than 26 miles, includ-
ing a section of N.C. 53 and 
14 sections of secondary 
roads throughout the coun-
ty, according to the release 
of Nov. 24.

The contractor can start 
work as early as mid-March 
and is expected to be fin-
ished by spring 2022.

DOT work


